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Wed., June 27    Arrival in Cairns  

On arrival in Cairns you will transfer through to the hotel. Tonight you will meet your guide and 

the rest of the group for a welcome dinner and a brief orientation. Depending on group arrival 

details and availability there may be an option for a short excursion this afternoon.  

Accommodation: Cairns (en suite hotel room).  Meals included: D.  
 

Thurs., June 28    Cairns Area  

There is plenty to see in and around Cairns. A wealth of tropical habitats here supports one of the 

richest assemblages of birds and wildlife in Australia. Not far from the town centre are the 

Botanical Gardens with adjoining wetlands and conservation areas, offering a fine mix of water 

and bush birds. Australian Brush Turkey, Orange-footed Scrubfowl, Superb and Wompoo Fruit-

Doves, Double-eyed Fig Parrot, Australasian Figbird, Black Butcherbird, Green Oriole, the stunning 

Noisy Pitta and Lovely Fairy-wren may all been seen here as might Spectacled Flying Fox. In the 

wetlands of the area we will search for Comb-crested Jacana, Radjah Shelduck, Green Pygmy 

Geese, White-browed Crake and the handsome Crimson Finch.  Nearby mangrove habitat is home 

to Mangrove Robin, Shining Flycatchers and the odd looking Beach Stone-Curlew. After a 

rewarding first day in the wet tropics, we will make the journey back to our hotel to freshen up 

before dinner.  

Accommodation: Cairns (en suite hotel room).  Meals included: B, L, D.  

Fri., June 29    Cairns to the Atherton Tablelands  

This morning we will leave the hotel early to explore for the stately, but bizarre, Southern 

Cassowary. This unearthly looking bird spends much of the time searching the forest floor for 

fallen fruit, fungi and invertebrates and, amazingly enough, has been known to swim and hunt 

fish! While large and conspicuous, Southern Cassowary can be surprisingly elusive, and the early 

hours of the morning are best time to look for it. In the area we may also see Black-faced Monarch 

and Graceful and Yellow-spotted Honeyeater. We will then leave coastal Cairns and make our way 

west to the tablelands, stopping at a number of sites on the way. In areas of farmland we may see 

Brolga and Sarus Crane. In the afternoon, we will arrive at our accommodation for the next three 

nights. The lodge, set in lush rainforest brimming with birds and wildlife, is adjacent to Crater Lake 

National Park, and is a fantastic base from which to explore the riches of the area. 

Accommodation: Lodge in the Atherton Tablelands (en suite hotel room).  Meals included: B, L, D.  

Sat., June 30 & Sun., July 1    Atherton Tablelands  

We have a full two days to explore the variety of habitats in the area. We don’t have to go far 

however to enjoy a marvellous array of tropical species; right within the lodge grounds we may 

find Wompoo and Superb Fruit Dove, Spotted Catbird, Tooth-billed Bowerbird, White-throated 

Treecreeper, Macleay’s and Bridled Honeyeater, Yellow-breasted Boatbill, the stunning Victoria’s 
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Riflebird and, by night, Sooty Owl! A number of mammals may also be seen here including the 

endearing Long-nosed Bandicoot, Sugar Glider, Northern Striped Possum and Red-legged 

Pademelon. The tapestry of farmland, woodland and rainforest are a delight to explore, offering a 

wonderful cross-section of wildlife. In open areas we may see our national bird, Emu, and gallant 

looking Australian Bustard, while rainforest areas are home to the gaudy Golden Bowerbird, 

Chowchilla, Fernwren, Bower’s Shrike-thrush, Atherton Scrub-wren and Lumholtz’s Tree Kangaroo. 

If time permits we may visit a private reserve at night in search of Green Ringtail, Lemuroid and 

Coppery-tailed Possums.  

Accommodation: Lodge in the Atherton Tablelands (en suite hotel room).  Meals included: B, L, D. 

Mon., July 2    Atherton Tablelands to the Daintree  

This morning we will make an early start, in the hope of finding one of Australia’s most incredible 

creatures, Platypus!  We will then wend our way north towards the Daintree and, while today is a 

travel day, there is plenty to see en route. We will make a stop or two at a few wetlands where 

Green Pygmy Geese, Radjah Shelduck, Gull-billed Tern and Black-winged Stilt may be seen. We 

may also make a stop at Granite Gorge where we hope to enjoy encounters with Squatter Pigeon 

and the Mareeba Rock Wallaby. Additional species we may see on our journey today include Red-

winged Parrot, Red-tailed Black-cockatoo and the chunky Blue-faced Honeyeater. In the late 

afternoon, we will arrive at our accommodations set on the banks of the fabled Daintree River. 

Accommodation: Daintree River (en suite cabins). Meals included: B, L, D. 

Tues., July 3    Daintree to Cairns  

This morning we will enjoy a boat cruise on the Daintree River where we may enjoy sightings of 

Azure and Little Kingfisher, Large-billed Gerygone, Varied Triller, Shining Flycatcher and Fairy 

Martin, as well as a chance of the rare & localised Great-billed Heron.  Additional species we may 

see in the area include Bar-shouldered Dove, Pacific Koel, Papuan Frogmouth, Scaly-breasted 

Lorikeet, Helmeted Friarbird, Dusky Myzomela and White-breasted Woodswallow. We will then 

make our way back to Cairns where, depending on what species we have yet to see, we will spend 

the rest of the afternoon exploring.  

Accommodation: Cairns (en suite hotel room). Meals included: B, L, D. 

Wed., July 4    Depart Cairns  

This morning the tour will end after breakfast at our hotel. Some of you may however want to 

extend you stay in the area and enjoy trip to the Great Barrier Reef today (not included in the tour 

cost). The stunning Michaelmas Cay is just 40km north east of Cairns and offers an array of tropical 

seabirds and a great section of unspoilt reef where you can enjoy a snorkel. We will happily 

arrange this outing for you or put you in touch with the service provider. Those guests linking up 
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with Inala’s Red Centre Tour (5-10 July), are recommended to fly to Alice Springs today. Meals 

included: B. 

 

Thurs., July 5    Arrival in Alice Springs 

Today is set aside as an arrival day (direct flights available from most capital cities including 

Sydney, Melbourne and Perth). If time and circumstance permit we may venture out in the late 

afternoon to enjoy our first looks at birds typical of the area including Western Bowerbird, 

Diamond Dove and Nankeen Kestrel.  

Accommodation: Hotel in Alice Springs (en suite). Meals included: D.  

Fri., July 6    Alice Springs and Surrounds  

Alice Springs is an excellent base from which to access a wonderful diversity of birds typical of 

Australia’s dry country. There are a range of special and endemic species here and in the days 

ahead we will track a good number of these down. This morning we have an early start with our 

first foray into spinifex country in search of the skulking Dusky Grasswren. This critter belongs to 

an endemic Australian family with all species much sought after by local and international birders 

alike. Spinifex is also home to the shy Rufous-crowned Emu-wren and, with a dose of luck, we may 

get views of this lovely little bird. White-winged and Splendid Fairywren may also be seen, as 

might Orange Chat, White-fronted Honeyeater and White-browed Babbler. In the heat of the day 

we will return to Alice to visit the famous Alice Springs Sewage Works, something of a magnet for 

waterbirds in this thirsty landscape, and attracting the likes of Red-necked Avocet, Yellow-faced 

Spoonbills, and Pink-eared Duck. In the afternoon we will bird woodland areas near Alice looking 

for species like Grey Honeyeater, Crested Bellbird and Hooded Robin. We will finish the day in at a 

nearby waterhole where common, but no-less-lovely species, like Galah and Common Bronzewing 

come in to drink and (hopefully!) Boruke’s Parrot.  

Accommodation: Hotel in Alice Springs (en suite). Meals included: B,L,D. 

Sat., July 7    Alice Springs and Surrounds  

This morning we will venture west of Alice into the West MacDonnell Range. This ancient 

landscape of rugged mountains and cool scenic gorges is a wonder to explore. We will likely visit 

Simpsons Gap and Ormiston Gorge; both stunning locations that exhibit an interesting range of 

birds and mammals. The delightful Black-footed Rock-wallaby, a small and highly agile macropod 

with a very long tail, may be seen this morning as might Common Wallaroo.  Notable endemic 

birds that we may see today include Spinifexbird, Redthroat, Spinifex Pigeon Southern Whiteface 

and Pied Honeyeater. More widespread species include Mulga Parrot, Zebra Finch, Western 

Bowerbird, Red-backed Kingfisher and Australian Hobby. We will enjoy a picnic lunch in the field 
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and return to Alice in the early evening.  

Accommodation: Hotel in Alice Springs (en suite). Meals included: B,L,D. 

Sun., July 8    Alice Springs to Erldunda 

This morning we will have time to enjoy a last look around Alice before we begin our journey 

south. Our first stop south of town will likely be an area of waterholes off the Stuart Highway on 

the Hugh River. This fruitful area is home to a few patches of water and these, along with the 

storied red river gums, attract a range of species. In particular this is an excellent area for 

cockatoos and parrots and we may well see Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo, Little Corrella, Budgerigar, 

and Cockatiel. After some time here we will continue south to Erldunda where we will settle in 

before a short exploration of the surrounding area searching for Banded Whiteface among others.  

Accommodation: Hotel in Erldunda (en suite). Meals included: B,L,D. 

Mon., July 9    Erldunda to Uluru 

This morning we will head out early onto the surrounding stony plains (known as gibber plains 

after the Aboriginal word for stone). These sparse and barren plains might look empty but they are 

home to some wonderful species including Cinnamon Quail-thrush, Chiming Wedgebill and the 

amazing Inland Dotterel.  In the afternoon we will continue our journey south to the famous Ayers 

Rock – now called Uluru after the aboriginal name for the area. On arrival we will head out to Kata 

Tjuta for a walk. Here the remarkable domed geological formations tower 500 meters over the flat 

surrounding landscape. In the late afternoon we will make our way to Uluru where we will enjoy 

the surreal visual effect of the fading afternoon light on this incredible piece of rock, one of the 

geological wonders of the world.  

Accommodation: Hotel near Uluru (en suite). Meals included: B,L,D. 

Tues., July 10    Uluru and Depart 

This morning after breakfast we will make our way to the airport where this tour will end. Those 

participants joining Inala’s Top End Tour 10-19 July may connect with a flight to Darwin from here 

to join that tour.  

Meals included: B 

 

Plan Ahead! 

Protect yourself with Allianz Travel Insurance. Their website will show a grid of tour cost and your 

age category for you to make selections. As of January 2017, Naturalist Journeys pays 100% of 

your flight carbon offset. 

Cost of the Tour 
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Cost of the Journey 

Cost of the main journey is AU$4500/US$3555* DBL, AU$4990/US$3937* SGL from Cairns. Cost of 

the Red Centre Extension is AU$3,360/US$2652 DBL, AU$3720/US$2935 SGL. All accommodation 

as per the itinerary, specialist guide and transport, meals, entrance fees and activities as 

mentioned in the itinerary (except the trip to the Great Barrier Reef on the final day). Price does 

not include: International and domestic airfares, alcoholic beverages, snacks, internet, laundry or 

other items of a personal nature. *Price is based on exchange rate on www.xe.com as of 8/17/17 

and is subject to change. 

Travel Information 

For the main tour, please plan to arrive by mid-afternoon on the Wednesday, June 27, 2018. If you plan to 

extend your stay in Australia on the Red Centre Extension, you will need to book flights from Cairns to Alice 

Springs, and we recommend that you book that flight on the last day of the main tour, July 4. If you do NOT 

plan to do the Red Centre Extension, you may leave after breakfast on July 4. If you participate on the Red 

Centre Extension, plan to depart Uluru after breakfast on July 10, 2018.  

 

Please Note 

Meals and drinks: Breakfast generally consists of a continental style breakfast with cereal, fruit and yoghurt 

and tea/coffee.  Full cooked breakfast is not generally offered at most locations.  Lunch will generally 

consist of a packed lunch style meal eaten in the field, with sandwich/filled roll, fruit, and a drink.  Dinner 

usually consists of several options for main with the choice of either an appetiser or dessert. Drinks (soft 

and alcoholic) are generally not included but at lunches and breakfasts juice may be made available.  

The itinerary: Whilst we aim to follow the itinerary as planned, please note that the itinerary provided 

should only be used as a guideline.  Depending on individual trip circumstances, weather, and local 

information, the exact itinerary may not be strictly adhered to.  The guides reserve the right to make 

changes to the itinerary as they see fit. 

 

Photo Credits 

Blue-faced Parrot-finch by Alfred Schulte; Beach Stone-curlew by Pat Kelly; Sugar Glider by Bob Lewis; 

Comb-crested Jacana by Pat Kelly. All photo courtesy Inala Nature Tours. 

 

Naturalist Journeys, LLC is an equal opportunity service provider and committed to the goal of ensuring 

equal opportunity for all in employment and program delivery. 
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