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Spain enjoys some of the richest and most exciting birding in all of Europe. Spain sits on a migratory 
pathway and with a wide variety of habitats, it is a top European birding destination. Our field days 
occur in scenic landscapes that include hilltop villages, historic churches, and shady groves.  
 
This NEW tour is carefully crafted with a good pace in mind. We spend several days each in three 
fabulous birding regions: Extremadura, Andalusia, and Castilla-La Mancha. Breeding birds are on 
territory as wildflowers come into bloom and a freshness paints the natural landscape. In addition to 
birding and natural history, we make time to experience the many cultural, architectural, and 
gastronomic delights that the lovely country of Spain has to offer. 
 
Our May Spain birding and nature tour begins in the rolling grassland steppes and cork-oak forests of 
Extremadura, known for harboring the largest number and variety of nesting raptors in all of Europe. 
Then, we visit the wetlands of Doñana National Park, one of the largest and most important wetlands on 
the continent, in the region of Andalusia in southern Spain. On the last leg of our journey, we visit the 
Sierra Morena for the possibility of seeing Iberian Lynx, and bird-rich lagoons of Castilla-La Mancha. 

 

Tour Highlights 

• Travel through the unspoiled countryside of Extremadura, exploring the threatened grassland 
steppes in search of iconic species such as Great and Little Bustard, Black-bellied and Pin-
tailed Sandgrouse, Great Spotted Cuckoo, and six species of lark 

• Visit one of the largest and most important wetlands in Europe — Doñana National Park — 
and experience its rich diversity of water birds, including Greater Flamingo, Eurasian 
Spoonbill, Squacco Heron, and Collared Pratincole 

• Marvel at the exquisite Romanesque and Moorish architecture of historic Mérida and Sevilla 

• Experience the great diversity of raptors (up to twenty are possible!), including Cinereous and 
Egyptian Vulture, Spanish and Booted Eagle, and Montagu’s and Eurasian Marsh-Harrier 

• Immerse yourself in the rich dance and folkloric music traditions of southern Spain with an 
evening Flamenco performance 

• Search for the one-of-a-kind Bearded Reedling in the marshes of La Mancha, home to the 
famous windmills that inspired Miguel de Cervantes’s work Don Quixote 
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Tour Summary 
13-Day / 12-Night Spain Birding & Nature Tour with 
Carlos Sanchez 
$4590, from Madrid 
Airport is Adolfo Suárez Madrid–Barajas (MAD) 

 

 

Sun., May 13    Arrivals 
Welcome to Spain! After arriving at the international 
airport in Madrid either yesterday or in the early 
morning today, you join the group on a transfer to our 
accommodations in Torrrejón el Rubio in idyllic 
Extremadura. We jump right into the birding on our 
drive, including an optional stop at the Arrocampo 
Reservoir along the way to see water birds. This large 
body of water with its many bays, inlets, and marshes 
provides excellent habitat for myriad water birds such as 
Purple Heron, Little Bittern, Western Swamphen, and 
Eurasian Marsh-Harrier. To make viewing easier, there 
are a number of hides we can use at different locations. 
Accommodations at the Hospederia Parque de 
Monfragüe at Torrrejón el Rubio (D)  
 

Mon., May 14     

Monfragüe National Park 
The landscape in and around Monfragüe National Park 
features a park-like woodland of cork and evergreen 
oaks (called dehesa), a result of centuries of traditional, 
low-intensive farming. Ruins and rocky cliffs dot the 
park, while rivers and reservoirs irrigate it. All these 
features result in a rich and varied animal life, making 
Monfragüe probably the best location for birding in 
Extremadura — a region known for harbouring the 
largest collection of raptors in both numbers and 
diversity in all of Europe!  
 
We have the entire day to enjoy this 70-square mile park 
and all it has to offer, from its ancient castle to its high 
concentration of Eurasian Griffon Vultures — one of the 

Itinerary 
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largest in all of Europe. We also look out for Spanish and Bonelli’s Eagle, Cinereous and Egyptian Vulture, 
Black Stork, Rock Bunting, Woodchat Shrike, and many more in this picturesque and birdy area.   
Accommodations at Hospederia Parque de Monfragüe at Torrrejón el Rubio (B,L,D) 
 

Tue., May 15    Plains of Trujillo & Cáceres 
Lying between the two historic towns of Trujillo and Cáceres, the Llanos de Cáceres y Trujillo have been 
declared Special Protection Area for Birds (SPAB) because of their high ornithological value. Traditional 
farmers herd their sheep to graze in these grasslands, much as they have done for hundreds of years, for 
the production of cheese and wool. Due to this sustainable land use, many bird species that are rare 
elsewhere manage to thrive. Raptors continue to play a prominent role in our birding as we explore the 
steppes: Montagu’s Harrier, Short-toed Snake-Eagle, Red Kite, and more. By scanning the fields, we also 
hope to see the statuesque Great Bustard, colorful European Roller, and elusive Great Spotted Cuckoo.  
 
In the afternoon, there is time to explore the beautiful town of Trujillo, including the castle and the 
monuments dedicated to the conquistadors Francisco Pizarro and Francisco de Orellana. Of course, 
there is also the potential for interesting birding — Pallid Swift, Lesser Kestrel, Black Redstart, and White 
Stork are all possible around the ancient buildings! Red-necked Nightjar in the areas surrounding the 
town are possible at night.  
Accommodations at Hotel Quinto Cecilio at Medellín (B,L,D) 

 

Wed., May 16    Cornalvo National Park 

This morning we explore Cornalvo Natural Park, one of the first sites to be declared a Special Protection 
Area for birds in Extremadura. Rain-fed cereal fields, olive groves, and savannah-like oak dehesas are the 
predominant habitats here, where it is possible to see a variety of classic woodland birds of the area, 
such as European Nuthatch, Common Nightingale, Spotted Flycatcher, and Eurasian Hoopoe. Of 
historical interest, this site also features the Cornalvo Dam, a national monument, and one of the best 
conserved hydraulic works from the Roman era — it is still used nowadays to supply water to nearby 
Mérida. Collared Pratincole, Black-winged Stilt, and Little Tern are possible at the reservoir.  
 
In the afternoon, we explore Mérida. Founded in 25 BC as Emerita Augusta, this fascinating city 
preserves more important ancient Roman monuments than any other city in Spain, including a 
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triumphal arch and a theatre. The incredible collection 
of Roman structures like the Temple of Diana, 
Mithraeum House, Tiberius Arch, and others together 
form the Archaeological Ensemble of Mérida, a 
UNESCO World Heritage site since 1993. 
Accommodations at Hotel Quinto Cecilio at Medellín 
(B,L,D) 
 

Thurs., May 17    Birding Around 

Medellín & Magacela 
After a morning of birding in Medellín and Magacela 
(including a stop near Almendralejo to look for the shy 
and uncommon Rufous-tailed Scrub-Robin), we drive 
to Sevilla in the extreme south of Spain. We stop 
several times on our way through the Spanish 
countryside, where both low intensity agriculture and 
natural woodlands provide habitat for a rich number of 
birds: Black Wheatear, Black-eared Wheatear, Ortolan 
Bunting, Spanish Sparrow, and more raptors.   
 
After lunch in Sevilla, there is free time to explore the 
beautiful city — its historic and architectural wonders, 
its cafe and gastronomic culture, and its museums. In 
the evening, we attend a flamenco show. This 
professionalized art-form is based on various folkloric 
music traditions of the Andalusia region of Spain and 
includes clear traces of both Spanish and Arabic folk 
melodies. The dance itself is known for its emotional 
intensity and rhythmic stamping of the feet.  
Accommodations in Sevilla (B,L,D) 
 

Fri., May 18     Northern Doñana  
Doñana National Park, one of the largest and most 
important wetlands in Europe, encompasses 
thousands of acres of marshes (marismas) at the 
mouth of the Guadalquivir River. This park has over 
127 breeding species, including many that are globally 
threatened such as White-headed Duck, Spanish Eagle, 
and Marbled Teal. Over the next few days, we have an 
opportunity to visit many of the habitats in this area to 
sample the high diversity of species. 
 
We dedicate the first morning to visit a restricted area 
of Doñana National Park. Here, we find two important 
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ecosystems: the Mediterranean woodland and wetlands. The main target in the pine and cork oak 
woods is Iberian Lynx, one of the most endangered wild cat species in the world. The population is in 
decline due to sharp declines in rabbit populations (it preys exclusively on European Rabbit), as well as 
fragmentation of habitat. Doñana is one of the two last strongholds for this species. After lunch, we 
drive out of the restricted area and onward along the northern edge of the national park. The route 
follows the course of the Caño Guadiamar. 
 
We also visit the Jose Antonio Valverde Visitor Center, which is nicely situated near an impressive heron 
rookery. Other species we hope to see here include both Red-crested and Common Pochard, Little and 
Great Crested Grebe, Pied Avocet and Black-winged Stilt. An optional night walk around the hotel may 
produce some exciting nocturnal species: Eurasian Scops-Owl, Little Owl, Tawny Owl, and Red-necked 
Nightjar.   
Accommodations in Hotel Ardea Purpurea at Villamanrique de la Condesa (B,L,D) 
 

Sat., May 19    Western Doñana 
We start from the Bird Center of SEO/Birdlife in El Rocío (Spain’s strangest town) to walk along the edge 
of the wild lagoons and marshes of Doñana National Park. This is one of the best birding spots in the 
region. A nice visitor center and several trails allow us to explore the surrounding area and sample the 
birdlife in both the woodlands and marshes: Greater Flamingo, Sardinian Warbler, Eurasian Reed-
Warbler, Cetti’s Warbler, Crested Lark, and others. We also make a stop at Palacio del Acebron, a 
residence and hunting lodge built in the 1960s by Luis Espinosa Fondevilla which currently serves as a 
park visitor center. Afterwards, we visit another site to observe and photograph the regionally endemic 
Iberian Magpie. Incredibly, this bird’s closest relatives are found in East Asia! 
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On our way back to our hotel near Sevilla, we have the opportunity to see more of El Rocío, a bizarre 
little town that serves as a destination for up to a million pilgrims on the second day of the Pentecost 
each year to venerate the Virgin of El Rocío.  
Accommodations in Hotel Ardea Purpurea at Villamanrique de la Condesa (B,L,D) 
 

Sun., May 20    Odiel Marshes 
Today, we visit the Odiel Marshes Nature Reserve. Declared a Biosphere Reserve by UNESCO in 1983, 
this protected area is a paradise for birds with its salt pans, lakes, sandbanks, tidal channels, and rivers. 
Eurasian Spoonbill, the emblem of the reserve and the species responsible for the area’s protected 
status, is of course featured among the many other bird species we hope to see here.  
 
Along the coast, we search for two rare gulls typical of the Mediterranean region: Slender-billed and 
Audouin’s. The Odiel Marshes are also an important area for charismatic European shorebirds, and we 
hope to see a nice sampling: Kentish Plover, Eurasian Curlew, Black-tailed Godwit, Little Stint, Common 
Redshank, and more.   
 
At some point during the day today, we have the option to visit the place where Christopher Columbus 
organized his voyages of discovery to the Americas — a monastery where Columbus sought the aid of 
Franciscan brothers in advancing his idea.  
Accommodations in Hotel Ardea Purpurea at Villamanrique de la Condesa (B,L,D) 

 

Mon., May 21    Dehesa Tornero  
Depending on what is being seen (or what we still need to see), we can visit either Dehesa Tornero or 
Dehesa Abajo on our way to Córdoba. Both feature good examples of the primitive original forest that 
once blanketed large parts of Andalusia, Spain. This woodland attracts numbers of European Bee-eater, 
as well as Red-legged Partridge. Surrounding wetlands attract rare Marbled Teal, White-headed Duck, 
Red-knobbed Coot, and Great Reed-Warbler.  
 
After lunch, we drive to Almagro through Despeñaperros National Park. This involves a few stops which, 
depending on available time, give us options to see raptors such as Egyptian Vulture, Bonelli's Eagle, 
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Peregrine Falcon, and even Spanish Eagle. Other 
birds we could see include Black Stork, Eurasian 
Golden Oriole, and Alpine Swift. If time permits, we 
can see small songbirds such as Firecrest, Crested Tit, 
and Hawfinch by walking a short trail in the 
mountains. By the afternoon, we arrive in Almagro in 
the region of Castilla-La Mancha.   
Accommodations in Hotel Retiro del Maestro at 
Almagro (B,L,D) 
 

Tue., May 22    Calatrava Steppes & 

Valle de Alcudia Natural Park 
The region of Castilla-La Mancha features gently 
rolling grasslands dotted by vineyards and olive 
groves. Occasionally, shallow lagoons interrupt the 
landscape — some fringed with reeds while others 
barren and saline — where water birds nest in large 
numbers.  
 
We dedicate the first morning to the Calatrava 
Steppes for both Little Bustard and Pin-tailed 
Sandgrouse, while also looking for other species of 
open country such as various larks (Greater Short-
toed, Thekla, Crested). In the nearby Jabalon River 
and Reservoir, we focus on finding the endearing 
Eurasian Penduline-Tit and Subalpine Warbler. In the 
afternoon, the Hoz de Rio Frio in Valle de Alcudia 
National Park offers chances for the iridescent 
Common Kingfisher, uncommon Black-eared 
Wheatear, and Blue Rock-Thrush.  
Accommodations in Hotel Retiro del Maestro at 
Almagro (B,L,D) 
 

Wed., May 23    Navaseca Lagoon & 

Alcazar de San Juan Lagoons 
In the morning, we visit Navaseca Lagoon, which is 
home to a large concentration of waterfowl, 
including the endangered White-headed Duck. 
Secretive water birds are often hiding amongst the 
reeds, so it pays to inspect the shore carefully for 
Water Rail and Little Bittern. Other birds that inhabit 
the lagoon include Eurasian and Great Reed-
Warbler, Savi’s Warbler and Zitting Cisticola. 
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Right after lunch, we make sure to pass by the Campo de Criptana to enjoy the windmills featured so 
famously in Miguel de Cervates’s work Don Quixote. Our last stop for the day is the lagoons of Alcazar de 
San Juan, where we search for the diminutive Bearded Reedling, an attractive little bird that belongs in 
its own family. 
Accommodations in Hotel Retiro del Maestro at Almagro (B,L,D) 
 

Thurs., May 24    Campo de Mudela & Tablas de Daimiel National Park 
We visit two major areas today in Castilla-La Mancha: Campo de Mudela and Tablas de Daimiel National 
Park. The former is part of the stunning Sierra Morena, a ridge of mountains traversed with rocky gorges 
and cloaked in Holm Oak forest. A host of interesting species occur in this beautiful and unspoilt place: 
Eurasian Golden Oriole, Hawfinch, Cirl Bunting, and Golden Eagle are just some of the few. Nearby, the 
Calatrava New Castle, the largest medieval castle in all of Spain, offers superb views of the region and 
provides more opportunities to see Black Wheatear, Dartford Warbler, and Rock Bunting.  
 
Tablas de Daimiel National Park, our second point of exploration for the day, is a critically important 
remnant of floodplain wetland in the arid interior of Spain. Large numbers of breeding and migratory 
birds pass through this oasis. Despite being Spain’s smallest national park, it boasts over 80 species of 
breeding birds! Several new bird species we hope to see here include Bearded Reedling, Eurasian 
Penduline-Tit, Moustached Warbler, Savi’s Warbler, and Reed Bunting.  
 
After an exciting day of exploring the area, we visit the old castle of Calatrava at sunset. This ancient 
watch tower offers sweeping views of the surrounding wetlands and countryside.  
Accommodations in Hotel Retiro del Maestro at Almagro (B,L,D) 

 

Fri., May 25    Departures  
After some optional morning birding on the way back to Madrid (perhaps to seek out any species we 
may have missed or to see them better), we say farewell at the Adolfo Suárez Madrid–Baraja 
International Airport, full of memories of an incredible wildlife and cultural experience in Spain. Please 
schedule departures for the afternoon.  
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Plan Ahead! 
Protect yourself with Allianz Travel Insurance. A handy link for travel insurance is in the footer of each of 
our emails. Their website will show a grid of tour cost and your age category for you to make selections. 
As of January 2017, Naturalist Journeys pays 100% of your flight carbon offset.  
 

Cost of the Journey 
Cost of the journey is $4590 DBL / $5085 SGL, from Madrid, Spain, and is based on double occupancy 
and includes: airport transfers, accommodations for 12 nights, meals as specified in the itinerary, 
professional guide services, local guides, local park and reserve entrance fees, and miscellaneous 
program expenses. It does not include roundtrip airfare to or from Madrid, or items of a personal nature 
such as: laundry, telephone, drinks from the bar, or gratuities for porterage or personal services. With 
fewer than six participants, a small group surcharge (typically $100 – $300 per participant) may apply. 
 

Travel Information 
Please plan to arrive at Adolfo Suárez Madrid–Barajas Airport (MAD) on the morning of May 13, 2018, or 
a day ahead of time (at your own expense). We can recommend a hotel if you plan to come in a day 
early. Please plan your flights home in the afternoon. Please check your flight times with us before you 
book and finalize your plans.  
 

Naturalist Journeys, LLC is an equal opportunity service provider and committed to the goal of ensuring equal 
opportunity for all in employment and program delivery. 
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Greater Flamingo, Pieter Verheij Photography | Spanish Nature (PVP); European Bee-eater, Gerard Gorman (GG); Red Deer, 
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Crossbill, PVP; Purple Heron, PVP; Spanish Imperial Eagle, PVP; European Roller, PVP; Hoopoe, PVP; Black-eared Wheatear, PVP; 
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