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Explore Northern Peru on this Naturalist Journeys tour,
a jigsaw of Andean mountains and deeply sliced
canyons, for a treasure trove of landscapes and birds.
Recent upgrades in infrastructure and new lodges have
opened up this region as a major birding destination
that can be explored in relative comfort. This tour
supports local communities as they develop viable
ecotourism in the area.
The isolating effects of the jagged Andes are nowhere
more apparent than in northern Peru, where the
dramatic topography creates extreme habitat contrasts
— from tropical rainforests and arid valleys to high
paramo and lowland swamps. On this tour, we visit the
dry Marañon Valley, an awesome canyon carved by a
major tributary of the Amazon and a formidable barrier
to the distribution of Andean birds. Heading east, the
forests become considerably wetter and the arid scrub
gives way to lush cloud forests laden with verdant
mosses and exquisite orchids. It is here that we look for
the near mythical Long-whiskered Owlet as well as
Marvelous Spatuletail, arguably the most beautiful
hummingbird in the world. Finally, we reach the eastern
foothills of the Andes in the Mayo Valley, low enough in
elevation to host many Amazonian bird species but high
enough to have comfortable overnight temperatures.
Here, we look for a variety of barbets, fruiteaters,
toucanets, and tanagers.

Tour Highlights
✓ Observe the stunning Marvelous
Spatuletail, arguably the most beautiful
hummingbird in the world, along with over
40 other species including Royal Sunangel,
Rainbow Starfrontlet, and Emerald-bellied
Puffleg
✓ Sample Peru’s culinary delights, now
famous around the world, such as chicha
morada and causa rellena
✓ Wonder at the Kuelap Archaeological Site,
an outstanding pre-Incan ruin constructed
by the Chachapoyas culture
✓ Seek the Long-whiskered Owlet, a mythical
denizen of stunted high elevation forest,
first mist-netted on the night of August 23,
1976
✓ Immerse yourself in dramatic Andean
landscapes, from arid valleys to lush cloud
forests

Tour Summary
11-Day / 10-Night Peru Birding Tour with Peg
Abbott
$3690, from Lima
Airport is Jorge Chávez International (LIM)
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Itinerary

Mon., July 8 Arrivals
Welcome to Peru! After arriving at the international airport in Lima and passing through customs, our staff is
waiting for you and will transfer you to a comfortable hotel in Lima for the night. If others in the group have
arrived in time, we encourage you to get together for dinner to start getting acquainted. Dinner tonight is at
your leisure.
Accommodations at Casa Wayra

Tues., July 9

Jaen in the Marañon Valley

After our first breakfast as a group, we head to the airport to catch our short flight to Jaen in the northwest
corner of Peru. Once we arrive, we transfer to our hotel where we settle in and enjoy lunch. Our hotel is tucked
into Jaen’s woodland hillsides, surrounded by arid and dry scrub, riverside marshes, and intricately patterned
rice fields. In the early afternoon, we visit the area of Ronderos to enjoy our first birds of the trip: Marañon
Thrush, Tumbes Tyrant, Croaking Ground-Dove, and Marañon Crescentchest are some of the special species we
may see today. This evening we enjoy a delicious dinner of local foods and then go over our sightings for the
day. Our hotel has a lovely pool that you may wish to relax in this evening.
Accommodations at Urqu Hotel (B,L,D)

Wed., July 10 Leimebamba
After breakfast we set out to continue exploring the dry inter-Andean Valley sliced by the Marañon River,
heading south today and crossing over to the other side of this feature. There are many endemic bird species
found within this old and isolated tract of habitat, and we hope to catch up to many of these including Peruvian
Pigeon, Necklaced Spinetail, Little Inca-Finch, and Buff-bellied Tanager. This afternoon we enjoy a picnic boxed
lunch in the field. This afternoon we bird around El Chillo for the richly-colored Scarlet-fronted Parakeet and
pretty Plumbeous Rail.
Accommodations at Casona Leimebamba (B,L,D)
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Thurs., July 11

Leimebamba

After an early breakfast, we visit feeders in Leimebamba to admire multiple species of spectacular Andean
hummingbirds such as Sparkling Violetear, Rainbow Starfrontlet, Shining Sunbeam, and Sword-billed
Hummingbird. Afterwards, we head up in elevation to upper montane forest in order to look for several new
species: Andean Flicker, Gray-breasted Mountain-Toucan, Andean Goose, Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle, Andean
Condor, and more. We enjoy another boxed lunch in the middle of the picturesque Andean landscape and
search a nearby fast flowing river for White-capped Dipper and Torrent Duck.
Accommodations at Casona Leimebamba (B,L,D)

Fri., July 12

Kuelap Archaeological Site

We head out early this morning to reach the Kuelap Archaeological Site. Built by the Chachapoyas culture in the
6th Century, this walled settlement is found on a limestone ridge at an elevation of 3,000 meters near the
Utcubamba River. The structure is the centerpiece of a protected zone of both natural and archaeological sites
(over 12 in all). It belongs to the district of Tingo, an area covered in cloud forests with a rich variety of orchids
and epiphytic plants, so it is also very rich in birds. Our local guide here explains both the culture and ecology of
the site, and we seek out several species such as Chestnut-crowned Antpitta, , and Purple-throated Sunangel.
Accommodations at Huembo Lodge (B,L,D)

Sat., July 13

Birding Huembo

Today is a very special day: we search for the spectacular Marvelous Spatuletail, considered to be one of the
world’s most beautiful hummingbirds. In addition to this especially attractive species, we should also see several
other stunning hummingbirds at the feeders and along the trails of our lodge such as Little Woodstar, Chestnutbreasted Coronet, Violet-fronted Brilliant, and Bronzy Inca. Other typical forest species that can be found here
include Andean Guan, Silvery Tanager, Blue-capped Tanager, and Mitred Parakeet.
Accommodations at Owlet Lodge (B,L,D)
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Sun., July 14 Birding Owlet Lodge
Created by the Ecoan Foundation, the Owlet Lodge protects the main site for the fascinating Long-whiskered
Owlet, a species rediscovered after 35 years of remaining undetected. It is one of the smallest owls in the world,
about the size of a clenched fist, and incredibly camouflaged to blend in with the brown wood and lush moss of
its habitat. We search for this mythical bird this evening near the lodge.
Other notable species that we spend time watching today include Royal Sunangel, Bar-winged Wood-Wren,
Johnson’s Tody-Tyrant, Yellow-scarfed Tanager, Golden-headed Quetzal, White-faced Nunbird, Emerald-bellied
Puffleg, and many more!
Accommodations at Owlet Lodge (B,L,D)

Mon., July 15 Waqanki Lodge
Today, we head to the wet foothills of the eastern Andes. Our destination is Waqanki Lodge, set in the Mayo
Valley, at around 3000 feet in elevation. Our first stop on the way is at Aguas Verde to visit hummingbird
feeders. Here, a local man has a nice feeding station where we may see Rufous-crested Coquette, Golden-tailed
Sapphire, Booted Racket-tail and Fork-tailed Woodnymph. Black-bellied Tanager is fairly common in town. To
the east, we visit white sand forests where we may see Napo Sabrewing, Zimmer’s Antbird, Dusky Spinetail,
White-browed Purpletuft, and Red-shouldered Tanager. Finally, a nearby local farmer has set up various
hummingbird feeders too, but his host an entirely different mix: Black-throated Hermit, Violet-fronted Brilliant,
and Gray-breasted Sabrewing are regulars here.
Accommodations at Waqanki Lodge (B,L,D)

Tues., July 16

Waqanki Lodge

After breakfast we spend a full day birding at the very special Waqanki Reserve, a private family-owned site in
the foothills of the eastern Andes of northern Peru. The reserve includes a lodge, orchid gardens, hummingbird
feeders, an observation tower, and an extensive network of trails through foothill forest. Over 20 species of
hummingbirds have been recorded here, including the stunning Rufous-crested Coquette and Wire-crested
Thorntail. Other locally important species protected within the borders of this reserve include Bluish-fronted
Jacamar, Gilded Barbet, Mishana Tyrannulet, Black-and-white Tody-Flycatcher, and Black-bellied Tanager.
Accommodations at Waqanki Lodge (B,L,D)
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Wed., July 17 Moyobamba & Quiscarrumi Bridge
After an early breakfast, we head towards Tarapoto via Quiscarrumi Bridge to see Oilbird — an enigmatic and
bizarre bird species that feeds on oily fruits. It is it the only nocturnal fruit eating bird in the world. The huge
cave where they roost is right on the edge of the highway! At the edge of the Shilcayo River, we search for
Sapphire-spangled Emerald, Fiery-capped Manakin, Yellow-bellied Tanager, Russet-backed Oropendola, Lettered
Aracari, and Pale-legged Hornero. Around the lake and riparian areas, we may also see Horned Screamer. This
evening we enjoy a final dinner celebrating a fun trip and going over our sightings for the day.
Accommodations at Cumbaza Hotel (B,L,D)

Thurs., July 18

Flight to Lima

The tunnel area along the Tarapoto-Yurimaguas Road is a regular birding site around Tarapoto, located at the
summit of La Escalera (or staircase) in the Cordillera Escalera. It offers a mix of lowland and foothill species,
being a particularly good site for the widespread yet scarce Dotted Tanager — most likely found by checking
fruiting Cecropia trees. We also spend some time looking for the endemic Koepcke’s Hermit, a scarce
hummingbird. In the afternoon, we return to Tarapoto for our 4:00 PM flight to Lima to connect with
international flights.

Cost of the Journey
Plan Ahead!

Travel Information

Protect yourself with Allianz Travel Insurance. Please note, as of January
2017, Naturalist Journeys pays 100% of your flight carbon offset.

Arrive in Lima on July 8, 2019 at your
leisure; we recommend arriving at an
hour that allows you to rest before the
start of the trip, which begins promptly
the next morning. If you would like to
arrive a day early to rest and acclimatize,
we can help you book an extra night.
Please plan departures in the evening of
July 18, 2019. Many flights to the United
States leave at or around midnight, so be
sure to check (and double check!) your
dates/times carefully.

Cost of the Journey
Cost of the tour is $3690 DBL / $3990 SGL, from Lima, Peru. This cost
includes all accommodations, meals as specified in the itinerary,
professional guide services, other park and program entrance fees, incountry flights, and miscellaneous program expenses.
Tour cost does not include: round-trip transportation from your home
city to Lima, optional activities, or items of a personal nature such as
laundry, telephone charges, maid gratuities, or beverages from the bar.
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Marvelous Spatuletail, Xavier Muñoz (XM); Wire-crested Thorntail, Miguel Lezamas (ML); Rufous-crested Coquette,
ML; Oilbird, Mike Boyce; Andean Flicker, XM; Andean Goose, XM; Andean Condor, ML; Marañon Crescentchest, XM;
White-eyed Parakeet, Peg Abbott (PA); Naturalist Journeys Group, Naturalist Journeys Stock; Long-billed Starthroat,
Hugh Simmons Photography; Orange-billed Sparrow, Greg Smith; Booted Rackettail, PA; Torrent Duck, Jonathan
Shagrin; Kuelap Archeological Site, wikicommons credit By Elemaki - Own work, commons.wikimedia; Royal Sunangel,
XM; Sparkling Violetear, PA; Marvelous Spatuletail, XM; Long-whiskered Owlet, courtesy owletlodge.org; Owlet Lodge,
courtesy owletlodge.org; Wire-crested Thorntail, ML; Giant Hummingbird, Carlos Sanchez; Horned Screamer, PA;
Oilbird, Sandy Sorkin (SS); White-necked Jacobins, SS.

Naturalist Journeys, LLC is an equal opportunity service provider and committed to the goal of ensuring equal
opportunity for all in employment and program delivery.
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