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Ted Beedy

i ) JoinKeith Hansen and Patricia Britoto explore
Highlights ~ GuatemalaasNaturalistJourneyseturnsfor a third
1 Search for Resplendent Quetzal at Refugi year to this exciting countrEnjoya great blend of

del Quetzal near Xela, a colonial city birding, nature, andculture. Guatemalds a spectacular
1 Explore Las Nubes Reserve for specialtie: pjrding destinationhome tomore than 700 bird

like Stripetailed and Scaljpreasted speciesfrom which at least 40 are regional endemics.

Hummingbirds There are cabrful markets, luscious fabrics, significant

T ¢NI @S butet@)%ﬂcarﬂ)w mountains  Mayan and Spanish colonial historic sites, daticious
andbeaches U2 [ 2a ¢ NNJI |ocal foods.

1 Find overwintering Neotropical migrantsir o
mixed flocks with resident species With its spectacular volcanoe$amed Lakétitlan, and

including the stunning Pirkeaded other highland lakesGGuatemala holdsemarkable
Warbler beauty inthe scenerywildlife, brds, and landsapes.

1 Spend time at the beautiful Lake Adit See it fgr yourself, and ha\aechange tq gxamine
and see some of the local native villages Ddz 45 Yriarfyctomrf'?\sts, .colonlal C|t|e§, Jungleg,

1 Climb a volcano in search of the prized volcanoes, archaeological sitesid more.It isa magical
Horned Gua place.And,Guatemalahas great, shadegrown coffee!

1 Explore and dine in Antigua Guatemala, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site

I Opt for a pretour extension to Coban or a
post tour extension to the famous Maya
ruins at Tikal

Ddzt G SYI tF Qa 0 A NJRBEboringfNhE a Kl NBR
countries of the Mayaealm. ®veral rare and lcal

species are shared with Mexico, El Salvadond remote

parts of Honduras. This is a great trip to find specialties

with local expert guides wig enjoying beautiful

landscapes antl S| Ny Ay 3 | 6 2 dzihistdydzl § S Y|
Tour Summary and culture

10-Day / 9Night Guatemala Birding & Nature Tou!

w/ Keith Hansen & Patricia Bricefio .

Airport is La Aurora International (GUA) Tues., Jan. 28

Arrival in Guatemala City
Welcome to Guatemala!rfive today atLa AurordnternationalAirport. You may traveio Guatemala
independently or weare happy tasuggest convenierftights where you may join others frothe group.
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It is abou a three-hour flight frommost USAgateway cities to Guatemalalpon arrivalyou are met at the
airport for the transferto our firsthotel in the city, ashort 10-minute drivefrom the airport.For those arriving
one ormore days earlyyour transferis coordnated with theregularhotel shuttle.

The group officially gets togethé&wday at 6:30 PMin the hotel lobby teenjoya welcome dinnewhere wemeet
our guides and fellow travelers and enjoyarerview of this birding, natureand cultural tour ® Guatemala.
Somefrom our group aradriving south from our Cobapre-tour extension today, stopping teearch for
Resplendent Quetzal at Biotopo Reserve en route.

Accommodation athe Clarion Suites HoteGuatemala CityD)

Wed., Jan. 29 Los Tarrales Reserve

This morning we visd local market in Guatemala City to start your day with some célermay take some

time to stop at the Museo Ixched dz G SYI f I / A& Q& SEOSTt tad sed thdieShbifsarfdS Y dz
bird the groundsWe have lunch either en routeowards Los Tarraldés LIS NKF LJA DdzF G SYIF £ | Q& 0
area This route is known as thiedude of volcanoes, mountainand beacheE ¢ | cifaRactérized by an

agricultural landscape of coffee and sugar cane. Framed nicgéigtby the central volcanic chain, it combines

important forest habitatwith savanna habitat.

Los Tarrales is a biome of high, humid, subtropical forest located in the middle suttevestvolcanic range

The foresthosts over 400 species of birded 99 mammaiswow! L G A& 2y S 2F Ddzr GSYI f I Q:
spanning overl900 acre®f preservedwoodland the altitude within the reserve ranges betwe@2800and

8200feet. Views are stunning and at your lodge you are immersed in nature.

This pivate reserve is hme toimpressive hummingbirds like the Rufous Saberwing, and sttopperslike
Longtailed Manakin and Be-throated Motmot. This location holds our best chancedgotthe lovelyand rare
AzurerumpedTanagerAnother gem here is the tiny Tody Motmot.

Accommodations at the Los Tarrales Eco Lodge (B,L,D)

Thurs., Jan. 30 Los Tarrales Reserve
We rise early today for breakfast and to meet our local giide privateguidinginto the forestsat Los
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Tarrales Los Tarrales Reserve is located on the southeastern sldjtitléh Volcano. The reserve is part of the
Atitlan Important Bird AregIBA) design&ed by BirdLife InternationaNatural forest isnterspersed with shade
coffee plantations fron2300to 5200 feet It is incredibly scenic and the varied elevation givea gigat variety
of birding.

Weget an early start today tdrive part way up the mountain ifour-wheel drivevehiclesto a higher area of

the forest,where a viewpoint affords uswaide area of the forest to observ€&inding the mountain specialty
birds takes time, so plann much of the day being spewntalking the road with scenic views all along the way.
Rewards othe walk may include Azureumped Tanager, Whiteringed Tanager, Bé Seedeater, Baringed
Orioles, the beautiful Bluerowned Chlorophonigand more Returning to the lodge, we check a secretive pond
area that is often highly productive.

Those not up for the walk can enjoy this delightful lodge #nednearby coffee @intation, withchances to

watch Bluetailed HummingbirdlLongbilled Starthroat White-bellied Chachalaca, Turquoibeowed Motmot,
Spotbreasted Oriole, Whitghroated MagpieJay,Barred Antshrikel JSS NK I LJ& t NBE @2 4 (jadd D NP dzy
other species.

Dinner is at the lodgeonight and we may go out to listen for night species.
Accommodations dtos Tarrales Edadge(B,L,D

Fri.,, Jan. 31 Morning at Tarrales | Drive to Western Guatemala| Birding

Fuentes Georginas

Those that wish cagreet the dawrbeside the lodge, watchinfgom an open soccer field surrounded by large
trees, an area that affords us great views at a number of spadieshen enjoy breakfast, watching the birds as
they busily go about their morninglummingbirds lovéhe hedgerow next to the building, putting on an
energetic show¢ K S ¢ timke togack upandhead to our next exciting destination

We have lunclalong the waysince wehave another great birding area aheatientes Georginas, reserve
that offers excellent bird watching. ¥\can find Golderbrowed Warbler possibly Pinkeaded WarblerRuddy
capped Nightingaldhrush, Mountain Thrush, Wirdroated Hummingbird, SparkliAgiled Hummingbirdand
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others.Birding is quite easy herepecies cale observal on the paved road andearthe visitor center.

In the late afternoon, weontinue towards Quetzaltenangyg' A O1 Yy I Y §, Rhere weShiave dinner and
spend the nighat abeautiful historichotel. There are two large volcanoesdahost of colonial buildings here.
Accommodations aPension BonifaXela (B,L,D)

Sat., Feb. 1
Birding at El Refugio del Quetzal | Cultural Option : Village of Zunil

The climatein this part of Guatemala is delightfully cool, which some may considen to becold, so today for
our outing, pleasevear warm clothes. These climatic conditions are conducive to giant ferns and coniferous
vegetatiorr beautiful!

We have a good chancé seeing Resplendent Quetzsd we walk trailén cloud forest habitat. We have a drive
to reach the site, but birding there makes it worthwhikRefugio del Quetzas abouttwo hours outside of
Quetzaltenango and restt 6000 feet. Itcloud forest proects a numker of birds, including Highlar@uan,
Slatecolored Solitae, Blackthroated Jay, Unicolored Jay, Bldwaded Nightingaldhrush and manymore
cloud forest specialistd he reserve ialsohome to a population of quetzals. The quetzailsjust entering
breeding seasagrwhich runs from February to May.

Those that prefer something closter Xelacanchoosethe cultural option toexplore the village of Zunil, about
18km from XelaZunil isa small Mayaillageon the banks of the Salama River wjitetty adobe houses and red
tile roofs. Its inhabitants wedreautifulcostumes madéy pre-Hispanic techniques with very bright colors and
designs that represent objects of their environment. Wikage itself is not very large, but it is at the crossroads
of main roadsso it hosts darge market ands an important place in the region.

We return and reunite at our hotel for dinner and a relaxing evening.
Accommodations aPensiorBonifaz Xela (B,L,D)

Sun., Feb. 2 Market Day in Chichicastenango | Lake Atitlan

After breakfast, we depart to vis€hichicastenangdhe most colorful and picturesquedlian openrair marlet
in the country. Hundreds afative peoplefrom the surroundnhg countryside gather to barter their goods and
productshere. We alsovisitthe 400year old Church of Santo TomaBlgase note: No shortbathing suitsor
photography are allowed inside the churclhis is important and is enforced.)

Naturalist Journeys, LLC / Caligo Ventures PO Box 16545 Portal, AZ 85632 PH: 520.558.2086146
Fax 650.471.766@ww.naturalistiourneys.comt www.caligo.cominfo@-caligo.cont naturalistjourneys@gmail.com



http://www.naturalistjourneys.com/
http://www.caligo.com/
mailto:info@caligo.com
mailto:naturalistjourneys@gmail.com

N ;— 2 il ‘/’{ y b - ‘ -‘&\ 1’&; ' o ' .

After the market visit, we continue on tthe communityof Panajachel on the shore of Lake AtitlIFewplaces
in the world can match the spectacular beaofythis lake, one of Guatemdld Y2 aid LINAT SRy I (G dzN
Geologists state its origin is due to a laxgrcanic blast, millions of years adtockets of broadeaf and mixed

pine-oak forests occur in the region.

Just outside the city, we stop at a dry forest site near the lake to try for&8idevhite Mockingbird, migrant
warblers, and though difficutb seer we give it a try Belted Flycatcher. We plan on a late lunch in Panajachel.

For many centuriesseveral nativegroupsof Maya origin have lived on the shores of Lake @&tiindhave
shared a relationship of absolute complicity. Divided among nuosesmall townships, the two main groups
that share the lake are thé¢ QT dziidz2 At Sa FyR YI |jOKAlj St Sao

We actually cross the lake here by boat to get to our lodgings on the other singiago Atitlanlt is a fast
ferry with wonderful views.
Accommodation atEl BambuSantiago AtitlanB,L,D)

Mon., Feb. 3

Birding Toliman Volcano | Cultural Option :Weaver 6s Cooperati ve
Tolimanvolcano is one of the three volcanoes that frame beautiful Atitldke. Located at an elevation
between5250and9800feet, it spans ove®400 acre®of land. At dawnye head out to the trailheadWe have a

chance today to see Chestnsided ShrikeVireo, and with luck a good number of Neotropical warblers

overwintering including the Goldexcheeked Warbler of Texas Hill Country fame. We should see a great number

of birds today, among them three species of orioles: Yebagked, Blackented, and Bawinged.

Qur goal today is taearch for the exceptional Horned Guaswe climkihe trail up one ofthe local volcanoes.
Considerthis ljdzSad> I RAFFAOAZ O o0dzi NBSIFNRAYy3I KAlBay G2 &
onlyliveinclousF 2 NB &l 2y GKS I NHS @2t Oly2a 2F Weebseivahe NS SE
changesn vegetation as we pass throughrnarops anald coffee plantationsAs we climb highewe walk
throughmountain woodland that isich inbiodiversity untilwe ascend high into the cloud forest where we stop
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for lunch on the trailOther birds we may see include thrthern Emeraldlaucanet, Blueand-whit
Mockingbird Bushycrested Jayand Brownbacked Solitaire.

Alternatively, thosen the group whado not wish to try the hike caexperiencethe Tautuijil culture and
customs. You ridby boat b the picturesqueridian village of & Juan La Laguna, one of the twelve {skere
villages surrounding the lake. Here you have the chanceajmyehis bustling hdian communitywhere weavers
work ther colorful textiles.Lunch isattended bywomenfrom the community followed byan aftemoon return
to Panajachellast year this day got rave reviews!

Accommodations aEl BambuSantiago AtitlanB,L,D)

Tues., Feb.4 Pink-headedWarblers at Tecpan| Antigua Guatemala

After breakfast at the hotel, we check out and trateAntigua Guatemalastopping erroute at Finca
Chichavadocated in Tecpan. Finca Chichavac is imtlentain brest biome of Sierra de Tecp&80 milesfrom

La Antigua Guatemaktt an altitude 08200 feet Today we look fothe Pinkheaded Warbler, easily observed in

this pineoak forest.This beautiful warbler occurs in the same forest tygeere we may findTufted Flycatcher,

Olive WarblerGray Silkyflycatcher, Banedbacked WrenCinnamonbellied Flowerpiercetiooded Grsbeak

and possiblyhe rareBlackcapped SiskinVe may also sea fewfriends we know from back homé: i St f SN &
and Spotted Towhealarblers are here in goatumber and species may inclu&edfaced, Rufousapped (a

local form), Goldetbrowed, TownS y Ra@diHermit
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After lunch we continue to bird nearbyandthen startmaking our way to Antigua Guatemalanjoy some free
time to look around the city from our wedlituated and delightful lodgingsVe have dinner at the btel and
sperd the nightin this beautiful city.
Accommodation at Posadie Don RodrigoAntigua(B,LD)

Wed., Feb. 5

Antigua City Tour or Birding at El Pilar | Free Time in Antigua

Today choose a nature or culture option in the morning, then have free time in Antigua before a grand final

dinner. Those on the city toumeet our local guide in the loblyf our hotel after breakfast anffom there start

a walking tour of thesity. Thereis much to learn as you takepeek into theprecious elements dd dz G SY I £ | Q&
heritage,architecture, culinary artsandother cultural aspectsAntiguaGuatemalds a UNESCO World Heritage
Sitedue to its incredibly welbreservedl7th Century Spanish Colonial environment. Founded in 1542 and

partially destroyed by an earthquake in 1778yés oncethe third largest city in the Americas, after MexiCay
andLimaz § S E LJX 2 N{Bazas,fp8aced, chuh@sid convents.

Ou birders drive a short wayabout 15 minutes to an excellent reserve at El Pilar, a great place for seeing
hummingbirds and a host of other speci®atches of good bird habitat occur at El Pilar, a nature reserve and
shadegrown coffee plantation. Here waay find Blacicapped Swallow, Buskyrested Jay, Rodéroated
Becard, Crescestthested Warbler, and with luck, Pacific Parakeet. Hummingbird feeders attract numerous
species such as Berylline, M#gent, Bluetailed, Azurecrowned, and both Rufous andolet Saberwing.

We meet back up to prepare our lunch together at a local cooking $chbis was a big hit last yeare had
way more fun than expected and got to dine on our resulfsér lunchwe have a bit more time to explore
Antigua Guatemala Here our return to Guatemala City for the night.

Tonight,we enjoy a farewell dinneat a favorite local restaurartb celebrate all the beauty and fun ofir
Guatemala tour!
Accommodation athe Clarion Suites HoteGuatemala CityB,L,[)
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