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Compiled by guide Dave Mehlman with local guides Leonard, Eddie, Raúl, Rubén, 
and Luís. Our clients included Bob, Gary, Gwen, Laurel, Marilynn, Peg, Sam, and 

Stephanie. 
 

This wonderful tour truly lived up to its name as the Best of Belize!  Our intrepid group made a very large counter-
clockwise loop through northern Belize on our journey.  From Belize City, where a group of early arrivers started 
right in with some nice sightings at the Black Orchid Resort, we proceeded to Crooked Tree Lagoon, one of Belize’s 
best-known birding sites.  By foot and boat (with the help of Leonard) we got to know this area quite well during 
our short stay.  Though the lagoon was full of water, thus spreading out the birds far and wide, we were treated 
to a constant display of avian wonders, many right in front of our lodge, such as foraging Snail Kites and Boat-
billed Herons, and some incredible sunrises.  Before leaving Birds Eye View, we visited a nearby patch of pine 
savannah to delight in some Yucatan Peninsula endemics (such as Yucatan Jay) and pine obligates such as Grace’s 
Warbler. 
 
We then moved to the lovely Lamanai Outpost Lodge, perched on a bluff overlooking the New River Lagoon.  We 
thoroughly explored the Lodge grounds, the adjacent community of Indian Church, and the nearby Lamanai Maya 
Site with the help of our excellent guides Eddie and Raul.  The non-stop action included a memorable night boat 
drive where we found, much to our surprise, an Agami Heron—one of the most sought-after species by birders in 
Belize.  While here, in addition to our birding, we got to perfect our tortilla and tamale-making techniques with 
the mano and metate at the Las Orcideas collective, visited a nearby savannah (and spotted a beautiful White-
tailed Hawk!), and enjoyed excellent meals.  Truly a classic all-around experience. 
 
For our last venture, we drove far to the north and west to the Chan Chich Lodge, immersed in the Maya Forest 
jungle and set in a Mayan plaza.  Surrounded by Ocellated Turkeys and Spider Monkeys, we spent our time 
walking the trails and going on wildlife drives on the surrounding roads, finding currassows, guans, woodcreepers, 
and tanagers.  A night drive here yielded superb looks at a Mottled Owl and several American Barn Owls as 
pauraques flew across the road.  All of this in the most comfortable accommodations imaginable, especially given 
the setting far from civilization.  We closed out our loop by driving south and then back east through the Spanish 
Lookout farming community (adding some trip birds along the way) to arrive back at the Belize City airport where 
we started.  Truly, it was a memorable tour with great company, wonderful local guides, and epic birds and 
wildlife. 
 
Following is a list of the birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, and insects we were fortunate to observe during 
the trip. 
 
BIRDS 221 species were recorded of which 6 were heard only and 10 were seen by the guides only. Details are 
included below. 
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The eBird link below details 218 species of birds our group observed during the tour. If you’re new to eBird, be 
sure to click “Show All Details” on the right side of the list to expand the report and reveal where and when each 
of the birds were seen and how many. 
 

Belize Birding & Nature | October 2025 | eBird Trip Report 
 
The following additional 4 species were also seen by the group, but not recorded in eBird: 

Long-billed Hermit Phaethornis longirostris—Seen by some in the group at Lamanai. 
White-browed Gnatcatcher Polioptila bilineata—Spotted by Rubén on one of the Gallon Jug drives. 
Black-faced Grosbeak Caryothraustes poliogaster—Heard at Chan Chich by Rubén on one of the walks. 

 
Species heard only were: 

Great Tinamou Tinamus major 
Black Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus tyrannus 
White-necked Puffbird Notharchus hyperrhynchus 
Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda 
Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons 
Black Catbird Melanoptila glabrirostris 

 
Species seen or heard by guides only were: 

Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto 
Blue Ground Dove Claravis pretiosa 
Vaux’s Swift Chaetura vauxi 
White-bellied Emerald Chlorestes candida 
Black-and-white Owl Ciccaba nigrolineata 
Purple Martin Progne subis 
Long-billed Gnatwren Ramphocaenus melanurus 
White-browed Gnatcatcher Polioptila bilineata 
White-bellied Wren Uropsila leucogastra 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus 

 
MAMMALS (10): 
Proboscis Bat Rhynchonycteris naso—These tree-roosting bats were flushed as we boated along Dawson Creek 

one day. 
Yucatan Black Howler Monkey Alouatta pigra—Regularly seen and heard throughout the tour at almost all 

locations visited. 
Central American Spider Monkey Ateles geoffroyi—Seen on all days at Chan Chich, sometimes right around the 

plaza. 
Deppe’s Squirrel Sciurus deppei—Noted by a few in the group on at least one day at Chan Chich. 
Yucatan Squirrel Sciurus yucatanensis—This squirrel, very reminiscent of the North American Gray Squirrel, was 

easily seen on every day at Birds Eye View and Lamanai. 
Central American Agouti Dasyprocta punctata— 
Gray Fox Urocyon cinereoargenteus—One was living under Stephanie’s cabin and another was seen near the 

manager’s house at Chan Chich. 
White-tailed Deer Odocoileus virginianus—Very common at Chan Chich, particularly in the pasture areas; seen on 

every outing while there. 
Mexican Hairy Dwarf Porcupine Coendou mexicanus—Winner of the “incredibly cute” prize, one was spotted at 

Lamanai in a tree over the trail to the boat dock one day. 
Gray Four-eyed Opossum Philander opossum—Seen on the night boat trip at Lamanai. 

 
REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS (8): 

https://ebird.org/tripreport/425083
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Morelet’s Crocodile Crocodylus moreletii—Found at Crooked Tree Lagoon and Lamanai 
White-lipped Mud Turtle Kinosternon leucostomum—Seen at the Suspension Bridge at Chan Chich 
Central American Snapping Turtle Chelydra rossignonii—Seen on one of the Crooked Tree boat trips 
Asian House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus (I)—Heard and seen at Crooked Tree and Lamanai Lodges 
Green Iguana Iguana iguana—Encountered several times; the orange males were quite impressive! 
Black Spiny-tailed Iguana Ctenosaura similis—Seen a few times perching on walls while driving 
Brown Basilisk Basiliscus vittatus—Seen several times; mostly young, brightly colored ones 
Central American Gulf Coast Toad Incilius valliceps—One well-seen in the middle of the Sac Be trail at Chan Chich 
 
INSECTS (7): 
Elephant Beetle Megasoma elephas 
Scarab beetle Coelosis biloba 
Isabella’s Longwing Eueides Isabella 
White Peacock Anartia jatrophae 
Red Postman Heliconius erato 
Mermeria Wood Nymph Taygetis mermeria 
Horse lubber grasshopper Romalea obscura 
 
LOCATIONS AND NOTES:  
Day 1: Saturday, October 18, 2025; Black Orchid Resort, Philip Goldson Highway, Birds Eye View Lodge 
Day 2: Sunday, October 19, 2025; Crooked Tree Lagoon (AM, PM boat trips), Birds Eye View Lodge 
Day 3: Monday, October 20, 2025; Birds Eye View Lodge, Crooked Tree savannah, Bats Landing, New River, 

Lamanai Outpost Lodge 
Day 4: Tuesday, October 21, 2025; Lamanai Outpost Lodge & Indian Church, Lamanai Archeological Site, New 

River Lagoon night cruise 
Day 5: Wednesday, October 22, 2025; Lamanai Outpost Lodge & Indian Church, Dawson Creek sunset cruise 
Day 6: Thursday, October 23, 2025; Dawson Creek savannah, Lamanai Outpost Lodge, drive to Chan Chich via Blue 

Creek 
Day 7: Friday, October 24, 2025; Chan Chich Lodge, Chan Chich entrance road to Suspension Bridge, Sac Be Trail, 

Gallon Jug Farm & Sylvester Village drive 
Day 8: Saturday, October 25, 2025; Gallon Jug Farm drive, Chan Chich Lodge, Laguna Verde drive 
Day 9: Sunday, October 26, 2025: drive back to Belize City via Spanish Lookout, departures 
 


