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Compiled by host guide James P. Smith with local guides Isaias and Jeffry 

Morataya (Black Rock Lodge), Mike Iko (Jade Jungle Resort) and Steve Choco 
(Tanager Rainforest Lodge). Our clients included Lisa & Daryl, Vicky & John, 

Jim, Marie and Judy. 
 

The tour began in Belize district where group members first met up with the guides from Black Rock Lodge and 

transferred to the lodge for the start of four fabulous nights in cabanas perched high above the Macal River deep 

in the heart of the rain forest in Cayo district. We enjoyed near perfect weather for the first four days, ideal 

conditions for two long days out to Spanish Lookout and Caracol, and our time in the area was greatly enhanced 

by an impromptu visit to a pair of roosting Stygian Owls in Mountain Pine Ridge. Jade Jungle Resort was as 

welcoming as ever with fabulous on-site birding right outside the main lodge building including a large flock of 

Black-faced Grosbeaks and three species of trogon, not to mention some of the best meals of the whole tour 

prepared by their resident and gifted chef, Tanya. As the humidity increased in the middle of the tour it was 

something of a relief to have a fine lunch on the beach along the Caribbean Coast at Hopkins Bay, and Judy and 

Marie even had time to take a dip at the spectacular Blue Hole National Park en route! After meeting up with local 

guide Steve Choco at Hopkins Bay Resort we headed south to the fabulous Tanager Rainforest Lodge near Big Falls 

and soon became immersed in the family-style atmosphere of the lodge’s charming surroundings, as well as the 

first of many outstanding meals! It was here, at Tanager, that the high humidity finally gave way to several rainy 

nights and much cooler, drizzly conditions, not that it impacted our birding and may even have been responsible 

for one of the best wildlife sightings of the tour, a family of rarely seen Spotted Rails crossing the road at ‘The 

Dump’.  

 

The tour, as a whole, logged some 271 bird species (seen and heard). It was a trip greatly enhanced by the friendly 

group atmosphere and gentle humor throughout. Of course, the warmth and generosity of the delightful Belizean 

people will always shine, and so it did on this trip.  

 

The ebird species report link details over 270 species, some of them with photos and audio. If you click on “Show 

All Details” on the right side of the ebird list you will see the details of each sighting; 
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Other fauna noted on the tour included;  

 

MAMMALS (9):  

Proboscis Bat Rhynchoyceris naso – unidentified bats seen emerging at dusk around the cabanas and main lodge 

building at Tanager Rainforest Lodge were most likely this species.  

Yucatan Black Howler Monkey Alouatta pigra— heard somewhat frequently at all three lodges but especially at 

Black Rock with actual sightings coming from Belize Botanic Garden, Caracol and along the Southern Highway 

north of Punta Gorda.  

Gray Fox Urocyon cinereoargenteus – distant views of one at the roadside in the rice fields of Spanish Lookout. 

White-nosed Coati Nasua narica – a large, bold male seen on the feeders at Black Rock Lodge two days in 

succession.  

Long-tailed Weasel Neogale frenata – Lisa was quick to catch sight of one of these as it bolted across the 

Esperanza Road, Big Falls on the 9th.  

White-tailed Deer Odocoileus virginianus – a surprising, close range encounter with a single in open fields at 

Spanish Lookout on the 5th.  

Central American Agouti Dasyprocta punctata— fairly easy to see at all three lodges, particularly on some of the 

recently mowed lawns and around feeders. Most frequently encountered at Tanager Rainforest Lodge. 

Deppe’s Squirrel Sciurus deppi – much smaller than Yucatan Gray Squirrel. Good views at Tanager Rainforest 

Lodge including a couple feeding on fallen Cohune Nuts.  

Yucatan Gray Squirrel Sciurus yucatanensis—only seen well at the Belize Botanic Garden with fleeting glimpses of 

others ‘bounding’ across Black Rock Road.  

 

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS (9):  

Asian House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus – sometimes found in the cabins and dining area at Tanager Rainforest 

Lodge.  

Ghost Anoloe Anolis lemurinus – small and discreet, noted at Belize Botanic Garden, Black Rock and Jade Jungle 

Resort. 

Brown Basilisk Basiliscus vittatus – Steve pointed out a couple of smaller specimens at Tanager RFL on the 9th.  

Black Spiny-tailed Iguana Ctenosaura similis – more ground-dwelling than the Green Iguana, quite easily seen at 

Hopkins Bay Resort on the 8th 

Green Iguana Iguana iguana – several along the Rio Grande at Tanager RFL, and along Blue Creek close to the 

village.  

Green-headed Tree Snake Leptophis mexicanus – close views of a beautiful specimen at Hopkins Bay Resort on 

the 8th.  

Gulf Coast Toad Incilius valliceps – Lisa photographed one outside the main lodge building at Jade Jungle Resort 

on Nov 6th.  

Common Mexican tree frog Smilisca baudinii – Lisa and Daryl were lucky enough to find one inside their cabin at 

Tanager RFL on the 10th.  

Red-eyed Tree Frog Agalychnis callidryas - one spotlighted by Isaias at Black Rock Lodge on the 3rd.  

 

BUTTERFLIES (minimum of 5 species identified):  

Banded Peacock Anartia fatima  

Pale Owl-Butterfly Caligo telamonius 

Common (Blue) Morpho Morpho helenor  
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Zebra Longwing Heliconius charithonia 

Two-barred Flasher Telegonus catemacoensis – photographed by Vicky at The Dump on the 10th.  

 

DRAGONFLIES (at least 2 species identified) 

Band-winged Dragonlet Erythrodiplax umbrata – photographed by Vicky at Mountain Pine Ridge on the 6th.  

Many-banded Daggerwing Marpesia chiron – several photographed by Vicky at Jade Jungle Resort on the 7th.  

 

Gracious thanks go to Lisa and Daryl, Vicky and John, Jim, Marie and Judy, as well as our ever-enthusiastic local 

guides, for helping to make this such an enjoyable trip to lead. Thank you all for coming along! 

 

 

 

James P. Smith 

Northfield, MA.  
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