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Lesvos, the land of Eurasian wildflowers, olive trees and birds. A tour planned for the time of prime bird
migration as they head up planet to their breeding grounds on this island and points further north. Our home
base for the trip was along the shore of Kallonis (pronounced Kolonay) Bay found on the south of the island. The
eastern edge of the island lies just five kilometers from the west coast of Turkey along the Aegean Sea.

With ten clients and two guides we did our best to find as many local breeding species and those that were
headed further north. We were fortunate to find a number of different species during our eight days on the
island, with all but our last day providing lots of new species. Our second to last day had a low pressure blow
through the island that cleared out most all the migrants, both waders and passerines.

We had four different owl species, three different wheatears, four different shrike species and six different
heron/egrets, all the island had to offer. The weather was balmy, the birds abundant and the olive trees
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innumerable. All adding up to 151 species on 56 eBird checklists for our trip list and numerous life birds for most
of the folks on the tour.

Saturday, 19 April - Ruppell’s Warbler | Kolloni Bay | Kolloni Salt Ponds

The tour was supposed to start this evening at our welcome dinner, but given that all of the participants arrived
prior to nine in the morning, Stilios and | picked them up at the airport and took them out to a fine looking piece
of the coast to look for Ruppell’s Warbler, one of the two most sought after birds that reside on the island.

It didn’t take more than three minutes for a male to pop up on the top of a tree and start singing. Then he
decided it was time to preen. So in between flying from tree to tree to preen and sing, we probably had five
minutes of premium viewing time. A very nice start to our tour!

We went to the hotel and got everyone checked in and then off to our first meal of tasty Greek food. One of the
first to do in the Kallonis (pronounced Kolonay) area is to bird the local salt ponds. It was a good day for a walk
along the ponds on the west side, which put the sun on our backs and lit up the birds in a golden light.

The light allowed us to get stunning g looks at the Greater Flamingos, Little, Common and Gull-billed Terns,
various shorebirds and scattered groups of larks and pipits. Birds just kept flying up and down the channel
giving us repeated looks.

Sunday, 20 April - Kolloni Marsh | E. Kallonis Salt Ponds| Kruper’s Nuthatch

Our lodging was right across the road from a the freshwater Kalloni Marsh. So we took a pre-breakfast walk
along the edge where we got to see Eastern Olivaceous Warbler, Giant Reed Warbler and Black-winged Stilt
among others. Then back to the hotel for breakfast

Next we did hike down the east side of the Kolloni Salt Ponds, again with the sun at our backs. Great looks at
one of the biggest birds in the world, the Dalmation Pelican. It stood 12” — 18" taller than the flamingoes
alongside this bird. Just huge...

We did find some interesting (read mostly late migrants) in the south-most pond. As we scoped this body of
water, we viewed one of each of the following: Greater White-fronted Goose, drake Eurasian Wigeon and a
drake Garganey.
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Our next goal was to drive out to mid-island and look for Kruper’s Nuthatch, the second most sought after bird
on the island of Lesvos. Fortunately, Stylios had located a pair with an active nest within a short walk of where
we parked. As we headed in that direction, we looked at native orchids, Chaffinchs and Short-toed Creepers.

We stood about fifty feet from the nest and waited. It didn’t take long for the male to show, and as he landed
on the tree, the female popped out of the hole and inside he went. This continued for the ten minutes we
observed the nest, and then we slowly walked back to the vans with smiles on our faces after seeing this highly
sought-after species.

We drove fifteen km east and found a rest area where we dined on our picnic lunch to the songs of European
Serins and other species. And then we headed back thru fields of red Flinders poppies. As we drove thru the
Mesa wetlands we got very close looks at flamingos, Kentish Plovers and a small group of Common
Greenshanks.

Monday, 21 April — Island West Side | High Country| Sigri | Patomia Reservoir
This was the day we headed out to the west end of Lesvos, that area that abuts the vastness of the Aegean Sea,
the funnel that birds fly as they move north. This is where migrants that are flying over the sea go to first. Itis
the first land they see as dawn’s light opens up in the eastern sky. And this is where the birds of higher
elevations hangout on the island. But before we went to far Stylios had us stop in a neighborhood where we got
out to find there a dozing Long-eared Owl perched in the morning sun. There were also five limbing young
scattered around, but we were only able to find two of them. Still a treat, to see this familiar owl from back in
the States in such a cozy setting.

Our first find was a fleeting glimpse of the Eurasian Golden Oriole. Then the Isabelline Wheatear (along with
both other wheatears). Rock Sparrows and Lesser Whitethroats were in the washes as Sub-Alpine Swifts
foraged overhead. A male and female Citrine Wagtail were foraging in a stream as Spanish Sparrows bather
nearby. The rocky landscape made it so much easier to see the Cretzchmar’s and Cinereous Buntings singing on
the treeless hillsides.

After making it back down to the coast we ate lunch at a taverna in Sigri where a number of us had shrimp
linguine flavored with saffron. This was just enough to get us rolling out for some birding along a coastal stream.
Collared and Spotted Flycatchers, Greater and Lesser Whitethroats and Common Swifts were the most common
species for this route.
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We stropped at the Ipsilou Monastary looking for Rock Nuthatch and Blue Rock Thrush. Although we had no
luck here, we stopped at some rocky spires where we heard both species and got to see a Crag Martin circling
close overhead. This was followed by a quick stop in the town of Antissa where a Eurasian Scops Owl roosted
over the town plaza.

Our final stop of the day was at the Patomia Reservoir where we saw Little Crake, Black-crowned Night Heron
and Eurasian Moorhens. A great finish to an eleven-hour day of birding in some of the more remote areas of
Lesvos Island.

Tuesday, 22 April — Matochi Lake | Makara Beach | Kallonis Salt Ponds

Another fine, windless morning here as we start our day of birding prior to breakfast. Matochi Lake is calm, and
still, which allows us to see the opposite shore while we search the reeds for Spotted Crake. A number of Little

Crakes, two Squacco Herons and some buzzing Common Swifts were all we could find here before heading back
to breakfast.

We headed down to the southeast corner of the island to Makara Beach. It is a long crescent beach of cobble
with a stream at the north end. The ocean has formed a berm that prevents what little stream water
that is flowing from entering the ocean. We soon came to find that the lagoon created by that berm
was a favored drinking hole for Alpine Swifts. They would circle the pond as a pair and then come
screaming in and fill their large beaks with water without stopping their flight. They repeated this
numerous times until their thirst was quenched!

The other bird of note at the beach were some offshore Yelkouan Shearwaters and European Shags.
Both were following an active purse seiner with a large group of Yellow-legged Gulls. That made for
some nice offshore birding on the Aegean Sea.

And of course with the fluctuation of tides, we needed to go back to the salt ponds to see if we could find any
new birds of interest, and also because of the sweet afternoon lighting of those birds that were present. The
pair of White Storks were in their usual paddock, and this time a little closer to the road.
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Wednesday, 23 April — Enni Kamares | Faneromeni | Petrified Forest |
Perivolis Monastary

Just down the road from our Kolloni Bay Hotel are mudflats that flood during high tides. And this morning the
tide was receding to expose pooled water in those mudflats. And as we drove past we noticed lots of small
peeps foraging on the edge of those pools, so stopped and took a look. And glad we did, as there were lots of
Little Stints, some Kentish Plovers and our only Common Ringed Plover of the trip. There were also three Sand
Martins (Bank Swallows) just lounging on the sand, which made for three new species at this stop.

Next we headed back over to Sigri to get some somewhat early morning birding in at Faneromeni. Eurasian
Hoopoe, Ruff, our first European Rollers, Gray Wagtail, Eurasian Blue Tit and another brief glance at an Eurasian
Golden Oriole filled out part of our species list for the day.

The west side of Lesvos is known for its many petrified trees and forests in the area. And there is a museum in
Sigri dedicated to exploring the how, when and why of the trees and how they came to be. We had an excellent
presentation from a resident geologist on how the trees and forests came to be here on the west end of Lesvos.

The Perivolis Monastary is located a km off of the road to Sigri. Nestled in a valley with a perennial stream and
loads of sycamore-like trees. We had the good fortune to find an occupied Rock Nuthatch nest on a cliff face on
the other side of the stream. The streambank was also loaded with numerous wildflowers species including wild
iris and plenty of vibrant-colored composites. A really fine stop with a superb setting to explore before heading
east to dinner.

Thursday, 24 April — Napi | Tsiknias River| Kallonis Salt Ponds

The Napi Valley is northeast of Kallonis and is a slow, 500-foot climb thru oak woodlands and sheep pastures.
We pulled off on a dirt track to the south where we parked. This is the land of the Sombre Tit, and we were told
they were a challenging bird to locate and view. But not so today, because as soon as we stepped out of the
vans, we had two birds calling about 15m away. They stayed in view for a bit, which was a treat, but we also had
another five further down the track.

We got our first decent look at Eurasian Golden Oriole as a migrating flock of fifteen of these birds scattered into
the treetops to the south of us. Not sure we were expecting a flock of this size, but certainly a treat. Never did
see them again on the trip, so that made this sighting all the more relevant to our overall list of sightings in
Lesvos.
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Before lunch we spent a little more time at the Tsiknias River looking for the reported Baillon’s Crake that had
continued to be seen by very rare few individuals. But still no luck for our group, but we did get to see both
Little and Spotted Crakes.

Our daily check of the Kallonis Salt Ponds turned up a surprise today, a solo Temminck’s Stint feeding about
about 10m off of the paved road. Excellent views of this doughty-looking bird as it foraged by itself in a more
open situation than anticipated. We had been looking for this species over the course of the week, and as it
was, it was the only one we found on the trip.

Friday, 25 April — Skala Vasilikon | Polichnitos Salt Pans| Skala Kallonis

This was our last day of birding for our Greek tour, so it was time to clean up some of our missing birds and visit
the last two locations of the planned itinerary. And of course it was another gorgeous morning, with cloudless
skies and a warm breeze. We would head over to the other side of Kallonis Bay to look for a reported Richard’s
Pipit and to explore a small wetland and some more salt ponds.

We did a quick stop at the Mesa Wetlands just to view the Greater Flamingos glowing in the morning light, and
their reflections just as vivid on the flat, calm waters. Stunning and surreal are the two words that come to mind
in this setting, so glad we got to see this more than once.

We found the mowed field where the Richard’s Pipit was reported and there were loads of pipits and birders
looking for the Richard’s. But the sun was at a such a disastrous angle, that all you could view were silhouettes.
Plenty of pipits and all were silhouettes unfortunately.

We birded our way along the shoreline, finding Lesser Kestrel, an up-close Black Stork foraging in the shallows
and a soaring Honey Buzzard. A little further down the road we came to Skala (Port) Vasilikon with some coastal
wetlands. Given the exposed mudflats and pools of water, it was a shock not to see one bird in the area. But as
stated earlier, that departing low pressure seemed to take all the migrants and move them further north.

Our final stop on this side of the bay were Polichintos Salt Pans, artificial ponds for collecting salt. But this would
turn out to be our best stop of the day! We had alternate plumaged Mediterranean Gulls, Sandwich Terns and
Gull-billed Terns roosting on old pilings in the middle of the ponds with Little and Common Terns foraging
overhead. We also had two Little Stints at the water’s edge. Quite a spectacular field of view!
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After lunch and a little thrafsi we headed back to the Kallonis Salt Ponds hoping that a few new shorebirds
would have shown up. There were the ubiquitous Wood Sandpipers and Black-winged Stilts, but no new species
and certainly far less in numbers than on previous days.

We had one more bird we were going to try for, but this would take place in the dark after dinner. We got into
the vans and drove down to the Skala Kallonis plaza to look for the nesting Western Barn Owls that had taken up
residence in an old chimney near the plaza. It took a few minutes, but both adults showed up and appeared to
be bickering over the vole that one had brought back to feed the young. A wonderful sighting followed by some
tasty ice cream from a local vendor. And great looks at the last bird seen on our tour of Lesvos.

Saturday, 26 April — Departures

Flights to and from Lesvos are not as abundant as in other places in Greece, you could either fly in during the
early morning or late afternoon. Everyone had booked the early morning flight so that their flights home from
Athens could be boarded in a timely fashion. It was a beautiful sunrise starting to manifest itself in the east as
we boarded the vans at 0545 and began our drive back to the Mytilini Airport. We arrived with an appropriate
amount of time prior to our last departures at 0825. We said our goodbyes as we emptied the vans and
disbursed into the airport for the start of our journeys home or to other points in Greece. Really a wonderful
trip to a very relaxed part of the EU for all of us...

Photos by Greg Smith: Group, White Stork, Greater Flamingo, Yellow Wagtail, Wood Sandpiper, Little Tern, Sigri Coastline,
Black Stork, Short-toed Snake Eagle, Curlew Sandpiper, Eastern Treefrog, Wildflowers at Vasilika
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