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Compiled by guide James Petersen with local guide Roger and Reinaldo. Our clients 
included Maggie, Dave, Roger, Cecilia, Noel, Jason, Carol, Christine and Daniel. 

 
Once we all had arrived in Bocas Del Toro, it was a boat ride over to Tranquilo Bay, where we would be spending the 
remainder of tour at.  As we arrived, the lodge was nestled in this large Island that was both crisscrossed with trails and 
opened to the water with mangrove trees surrounding its shoreline.  Our days here were filled with exploring the rich 
diversity of western Panama.  Alternating between boat trips to explore the surrounding mainland such as the lowland 
areas of Buena Esperanza Road and Punta Robalo Roads.  And shorter trips to the surrounding Islands.  On the mainland 
we observed unique wildlife such as the cute, Purple-crowned Fairy, Green Ibis, and both Slaty-tailed, White-tailed and 
Gartered Trogons among many other species!  Among the non-mammal side, we got to hear the roaring sound of 
Mantled Howler Monkeys and observed Spectacled Caimens.  We also made it up to the higher elevations of the Palo 
Seco and Fortuna Forest Reserve where we observed Golden-hooded Tanagers, Speckled Tanagers and Snowcaps.  The 
other days, we explored the rich Island diversity, observing Strawberry Poison Dart Frogs, Yellow-throated and Keel-
billed Toucans, Hybrid Manakins and the stunning Snowy Cotinga.  The afternoons were spent either birding the 
grounds, observing both species of sloths as well as multiple species of ant wrens, Chestnut-backed Antbirds and the 
many ant cutter swarms that crisscrossed the many trails, or spending time out on the water, snorkeling, canoeing or 
swimming. 
 
The extension was spent in the Mt. Totumas cloud forest where we were surrounded by feeders nestled high in the 
Talamanca Cloud Forest.  Here we had a stunning diversity of hummingbirds as well as feeders that attracted multiple 
species of Tanagers and Brushfinches.  Some of the most stunning included the deep purple Violet Saberwing and 
Talamanca Hummingbirds.  The mornings and afternoons were a mix between observing the feeding frenzy at the 
feeders and hiking in the cloud forest in search of some of the high-altitude specialties that included Long-tailed Silky 
Flycatcher, Chestnut-capped and White-naped Brush Finches, and the barrage of Golden-bellied Flycatchers that came 
for insects every morning.  The evenings were filled with fantastic food and many insects that were attracted to the 
moth light that was left on.  This left us to admire many of the nocturnal insects and moths of the area, which included a 
several large silk moths as well as an Elephant Beetle.  By the end, it was hard to leave these two fantastic areas of 
Panama and the scenery and diversity that they held. 
 
BIRDS 288 species were recorded of which 15 were heard only, 15 were endemic and 1 were introduced. Details are 
included below. 
 
The eBird link below details the 288 species of birds our group observed during the tour and the extension. If you’re new 
to eBird, be sure to click “Show All Details” on the right side of the list to expand the report and reveal where and when 
each of the birds were seen and how many. 
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Following is a list of the mammals, reptiles and amphibians and moths we were fortunate to observe during the trip. 
 
MAMMALS: (13) 
Derby’s Woolly Opossum Caluromys derbianus — This Opossum was seen four days of the trip, always at night coming 
to eat the bananas that were left over from the days feeding on the porch at Tranquilo Bay. 
Nine-banded Armadillo Dasypus novemcinctus — This species was only observed by a few clients as it was running away 
from us while on the night hike at Tranquilo Bay. 
Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth Bradypus variegatus — This was the most common species of sloth seen throughout 
the trip.  We observed this species high up in the trees loafing most days. 
Hoffmann’s Two-toed Sloth Choloepus hoffmanni — We only observed this species twice, once during the day and once 
while on the night hike, an adult with a baby! 
Central American Agouti Dasyprocta punctata — Only observed by a few clients as it ran across the path while birding 
the Vista Valle trail at Mt. Totumas. 
Red-tailed Squirrel Sciurus granatensis — This small reddish squirrel was seen a few times while at Mt. Totumas, most 
often at the blind below the Coffee House. 
Western Dawrf Squirrel Microsciurus mimulus — A small brownish squirrel that everyone got a good look at while 
birding the Continental Divide Road. 
White-faced Capuchin Cebus capucinus — We observed this species multiple times throughout the trip, most often of 
them coming up to the feeders after breakfast to steal bananas. 
Mantled Howler Monkey Alouatta palliata — Most often heard throughout the trip also seen while on the extension. 
Panamanian Night Monkey Aotus zonalis — A medium sized monkey that we had come in after dark to take what is left 
from the day’s feedings. 
Common Raccoon Procyon lotor — We observed this mammal high up in the tree one morning, also seen at night. 
Lesser White-lined Bat Saccopteryx leptura — These small bats were observed most days of the trip when walking to the 
dock.  They slept on one of the nearby buildings. 
Common Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus — We observed this mammal a few times throughout the trip while 
traveling to the various Islands or to the mainland by boat. 
 
REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS: — (27) 
Spectacled Caiman Caiman crocodilus — We observed this species multiple times throughout the main tour, it was most 
often seen in the small pond, and the staff named it cocoa. 
Black River Turtle Rhinoclemmys funerea — We only observed this turtle once throughout the trip, while birding the 
canal area on day 4. 
Hawksbill Sea Turtle Eretmochelys imbricatea — This species was only observed on day 5 an only by the clients who 
went snorkeling. 
Green Iguana Iguana iguana — This species was observed only on day 4 of the trip. 
Green Basilisk Basiliscus plumifrons — This species was only observed at the end of the day while heading back through 
the canal on day 4 as it was loafing on a nearby mangrove root. 
Brown Basilisk Basiliscus vittatus — We observed this species a few times throughout the day we went through the 
canal. 
Border Anole Anolis limifrons — Seen on days 1 and 5 hanging out at the Tranquilo Bay lodge 
Morning Gecko Lepidodactylus lugubris — This species was seen most nights as it would climb on the outside of the 
window while the checklist was being done.  
Turnuptail Gecko Thecadactylus rapicauda — This species was observed around the cabins at Tranquilo Bay. 
Common House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus — This species was observed around the cabins at Tranquilo Bay. 
Green Climbing Toad Incilius coniferus — This species was observed around the cabins at Tranquilo Bay on day 1. 
Giant Parrot Snake Leptophis ahaetulla — This species of green snake one afternoon when clients had some down time. 

https://ebird.org/tripreport/424271
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Brown Vinesnake Oxybelis aeneus — This species of brownish snake was observed from the deck at Tranquilo Bay while 
eating lunch. 
Central American Boa Boa imperator — This species was seen most days at the first building when coming from the 
boat launch, usually tucked near the roof of the building. 
Coastal Plain Litter Frog Craugastor polyptychus — This small brownish frog was observed on the night hike while at 
Tranquilo Bay on day 5. 
South American Bullfrog Leptodactylus pentadactylus — This large brownish frog was also observed while on the night 
hike over by the small pond at Tranquilo Bay on day 5. 
Red-eyed Tree Frog Agalychnis callidryas — We had good looks at this greenish frog with red eyes as it was in a palm 
frond while on the night hike.  We also observed both tadpoles and eggs of this species as well. 
Striped Rocket Frog Allobates talamancae — This species of frog was also observed while on the night hike at Tranquilo 
Bay. 
Strawberry Poison Dart Frog Oophaga pumilio — We saw a few different color morphs of this poison dart frog, while on 
Popa Island in day 3. 
Green-and-black Poison Dart Frog Dendrobates auratus — We observed this small species of Poison Dart Frog on the 
mainland while exploring the Buena Esperanza Road on day 5. 
Costa Rican Coral Snake Micrurus mosquitensis — We got to watch the workers at Tranquilo Bay release this black, red 
and yellow snake while starting our afternoon walk on day 5. 
Red Cushion Starfish Oreaster reticulatus — We observed this species of starfish coming back from the mainland, where 
they were observed in a shallower area between two mangrove islands. 
Moon Jellyfish Aurelia aurita — A few clients observed this species while out on the water in the afternoon. 
Vaillant’s Frog Lithobates vaillanti — We observed this frog on the night walk as well on day 5. 
Black and green Palm Viper Bothriechis nigroviridis — This green and black snake was observed on the last day of the 
extension while at Mt. Totumas. 
 
Moths: (10) 
Symphlebia ipsea — Our third different species of sphinx moth, showed up to the moth light while on the Mt. Totumas 
Extension. 
Adhemarius dariensis — A large brown sphinx moth that showed up to the moth light while on the Mt. Totumas 
extension. 
Copaxa decrescens — This brownish moth with tiny yellow eyes on its hind wings showed up to the moth light while on 
the Mt. Totumas extension. 
Automeris belti — This grayish moth with bright yellow “owl eyes” showed up to the moth light while on the Mt. 
Totumas extension. 
Orizaba Silk Moth Rothschildia orizaba — This massive silk moth with clear panels on its wings showed up to the moth 
light while on the Mt. Totumas extension. 
Lichnoptera pollux — This greenish moth with lots of black lines and dots showed up to the moth light while on the Mt. 
Totumas extension. 
Trosia dimas — A medium sized orange, white and brown moth with three black dots on its wings, this species showed 
up to the moth light while on the Mt. Totumas extension. 
Roelofa hegewischi — A pinkish fuzzy moth that showed up to the moth light while on the Mt. Totumas extension. 
Xylophanes crotonis — A large brown and white both with a greenish body that showed up to the moth light while on 
the Mt. Totumas extension. 
Golofa Costaricensis — Large elephant beetle that showed up to the moth light while on the extension 
 

 
 
 
 


