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NJ Guide Bryan Shirley & Mason Flint, and local guide Takumi Koichi
Tour Participants: Les, Nick, Marvin, Teri, Peter, Mary, Alan, Leigh,
Janine, Kit, and Les

Trip Summary

17 Day trip covering Kyushu, Honshu, and Hokkaido. Overall weather was great, but had a massive storm
in Hokkaido the last couple of days. It was a great trip and we were lucky with some hard to find birds
like Copper Pheasant, Siberian Crane, Lesser White-fronted Goose, and Surf Scoter. Highlights included 6
Species of cranes in 1 day in Kyushu, Hundreds of White-tailed and Steller's Sea Eagles in Hokkaido, and
of course the Blakiston's Fish Owl.

BIRDS 156 species were recorded.

The eBird link below details the 156 species of birds our group observed during the tour. If you're new to
eBird, be sure to click “Show All Details” on the right side of the list to expand the report and reveal
where and when each of the birds were seen and how many.
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Following is a list of the birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians we were fortunate to observe during
the trip.

Mammals: (7)

Squirrels: Sciuridae

Eurasian Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris —
Japanese Squirrel Scurius lis —

Old World Rats & Mice: Muridae
Large Field Mouse Rhabdomys pumilio — One digging in the snow under the feeder at the café our first
day in Hokkaido

Antelope, Goats, Sheep, etc: Bovidae
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https://ebird.org/tripreport/438303

Japanese Serow Capricornis crispus — Only seen by a couple of people from the bus in the mountains
above Matsumoto

Deer: Cervidae
Sika Deer Cervus nippon — Common and seen daily on Hokkaido

Wolves, Foxes, & Jackals: Canidae
Red Fox Vulpes vulpes schrencki (Hokkaido ss) — common and we saw one of two nearly every day. The

best was the one on the fence at Kirritappu. Some of the guests watched it work its way down the
nearly vertical cliff to the seashore.

Pinnipeds: Pinnipedia
Spotted Seal Phoca largha — A few seen from view points on the Nemuro Peninsula
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