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Saturday, 2 Aug. — Arrivals

Some of the folks had arrived a day or two earlier, while others arrived today. Everyone had some time to bird
the grounds of the Cresta Riley before we all met up for dinner. After introducing ourselves to one another, we
discussed the logistics for the next day and the entire tour and then headed to slumberland for sie much needed
rest.
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Sunday, 3 Aug. — Thalakamane River

Ewan picked us up in his safari vehicle after breakfast at 0830 and off we went to bird the Thalakamane River. A
river that was gradually increasing its flow from the waters moving south from Angola’s highlands. This was our
first taste of the birds and wildlife we would see for the next fifteen days.

Gray-rumped Swallow, Fork-tailed Drongo, Southern Red-billed Hornbill, Little Bee Eater, Red-billed SPurfowl
were just a few of the birds we viewed this morning. But probably the biggest surprise of the morning were the
couple of young hippos basking on the shore right in the middle of town!

Monday - Wednesday, 4 - 6 Aug. — River Khwai Okavango

It was Monday morning, the start of our safari to different areas of Botswana! It would be a couple of hours
drive before we would start to see wildlife, slowly but surely. But then we found Coppery-tailed Coucal, Wattled
Crane, Long-toed Lapwing, African Openbill, impala, Southern reticulated giraffe, African elephant,
hippopotamus and red lechwe were seen every day, along with numerous other species. We pulled into camp
in the afternoon where we had enough time to get cleaned up and take a short nap before head out for an
evening wildlife drive.

Our mornings for the next six days would start with a “Morning, morning, time to get up” around 0530.
Breakfast followed at 0600 and then we would be on our morning game drive by 0630. This was our morning
schedule for the next five days, which was followed by a return to camp a little after 1130, lunch and then siesta
until afternoon tea at 1530. Promptly at 1600 we would head out for our late day wildlife and birding drive.

We usually wouldn’t get back to camp ‘til it was almost completely dark. That would give us the opportunity to
find some of the animals that were more active during the dark hours. Spotted hyenas are active during the day
and we did see them a number of times in the crepuscular hours. But night-time is hyena (along with lions)
time, a time when both of these species do their primary hunting. We would hear them every night, sometimes
in the distance and sometimes fairly close by.

Thursday - Saturday, 7 - 9 Aug. - Moremi Okavango

On a chilly Thursday morning we packed up and took to driving to the Moremi area of the Okavango Delta. It
was a three-hour drive over to the other side thru extensive mopane forests. We passed thru Southgate where
the landscape changed into taller trees within a broken landscape dotted with loads of shrubs. The Delta was
flooding all sorts of hectares, and both of these habitats provided us with a number of new bird species: Knob-
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billed Duck, White-faced Whistling Duck, Southern Pochard, Marsh Sandpiper, Pink-backed Pelican, along with
the ubiquitous warthog, lion, tsessebe, reedbuck and yellow mongoose.

Our days as far as timing followed essentially the same timing for being active. By the end of dinner, we were all
pretty tired, but some evenings we still had the energy to sit around the fire and relive our day’s experiences
and share some insights as to how we felt. Even though we were tired by the end of the day, there was still a lot
of adrenaline out there.

Night-time in our tents was full of Botswana’s wildlife sounds where you might awaken to the roaring of
different male lions, the whooping of hyenas, the onslaught of wandering hippos or the outraged trumpets of
different elephants. Quite an unexpected assortment of night noises for sure.

Sunday - Tuesday, 10 - 12 Aug. — Moremi Crossing Lodge

Sunday morning we packed all our gear up at the usual time and packed that in a trailer as we made our
Xananax airstrip for our short fifteen-minute flight to Kwando’s Moremi Crossing lodge. Our drive to the airstrip
provided us with great looks at Arnot’s Chat, Little Bee-eater, Kurrichane Thrush and numerous Meyer’s Parrots.
Interesting how even the slightest change in habitats increased or decreased species diversity.

We arrived by 1000 where we were met by our guide MP and tracker Ronnie (both very knowledgeable and
funny) and driven to our luncheon under the thatched big top, complete with Peter’s epauletted fruit bats.
After a tasty repast along the riverfront (replete with African buffalo & elephants and those scurrilous warthogs)
we took to our riverfront rooms for a little siesta.

Apparently, all Botswana safaris and lodges adhere to the 0530 wakeup, 0600 breakfast, and game drive
commencing at 0630. Then followed by the 1100 lunch, siesta 'til 1530 afternoon tea and 1600 game drive. But
what some lodges (outside of national parks) can do that mobile camping safaris/private campers aren’t allowed
to, is to facilitate night game drives!

Both of our night drives got us looks at springhare, civet and genets. We did have a couple of Fiery-necked
Nightjars calling as we made our drives. We also caught glimpses of buffalo, impala and zebras, but illuminating
them at night would’ve only caused herd confusion, so these were only momentary views.
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We decided to take an afternoon boat ride along six miles of the well-endowed waters of the river, this instead
of an afternoon game drive. Certainly, a different perspective from the back of a vehicle driving thru the brush.
We did see a few large elephants feeding on the soft, lush grasses of the flooded areas, essentially their last
month of dining as their teeth/molars have been ground down to their gums.

Our best find at this lodge was a male leopard dozing up in a short tree with a spotted hyena lying about thirty
feet away. The leopard had a red lechwe kill up in an adjacent tree that we were sure the hyena was interested
in but had no way of acquiring. The leopard did jump to the ground and laid down showing no concern for the
hyena or for those of us taking photographs. Very cooperative...

With our day and night game drives and our boat ride we were able to find more new bird species, including
Dickinson’s Kestrel, Black Crake, Whiskered Tern, Glossy lbis, Yellow-billed Stork, Yellow-billed Egret, Water
Thick-Knee, Small buttonquail and Striped Kingfisher. Nice haul, eh...

Wednesday, 13 Aug. — Maun

It was necessary to spend a night in Maun at the Cresta Riley given that there were no afternoon flights to Nxai
Pan. We took the opportunity to celebrate Gayle’s birthday with a tasty birthday cake Botswana style.

Wednesday - Saturday,13 - 16 Aug. — Nxai Pan Lodge

We headed off to the Maun airport at 0830 for our morning flight to the Kwando Nxai Pan Lodge in the Kalahari
Desert. This time we flew in one ten seat plane instead of the two four-seaters we had to take out to Moremi
Crossing. Plenty of airstrip for this larger plane!

We were met by two safari vehicles, one driven by MD with his tracker Ona and the other driven by Luke with
his able San tracker Shoes. Off to the lodge we went for orientation and our 1100 lunch. We were going to
spend three nights here, so there would be lots of game drives.

The Kalahari has an abundance of short-grass savannah for habitat, and that is the favored habitat for both the
springbok and bat-eared fox. The springbok is the favored prey item of many carnivores, while the bat-eared fox
is one of the most proficient hunters of subsurface invertebrates. It uses those Yoda-like ears to hear the
movement of those invertebrates with stealth-like effectiveness.
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Birds of the Kalhari included Southern Ant-eating Chat, Chat Flycatcher, Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill (aka The
Flying Banana), Brown-crowned Tchagra, Fawn-colored & Red-capped Larks, Tawny-flanked Prinia, Scaly Weaver
and Violet-eared Waxbill.

The other highlight of our stay for both birding and natural history was the grove of Baobabs painted by Baines
in 1862. Baobabs are a huge, huge tree that is now classified as the world’s largest succulent. Just an amazing
site to drive up to and find these monsters of the tree world!

Saturday, 16 Aug. - Departures

We all got up just thirty minutes later this morning as we had to fly back to Maun to start our international
flights home. But before that we had one more activity, a walk in Shoes’ shoes. Shoes, one of our trackers, was
a San man and led us on a ninety-minute walk thru his world explaining different plants, survival techniques and
stories.

We headed back to our bungalows, completed our final packing and drove to the airstrip for our flight to Maun.
Here in Maun we said our goodbyes and boarded our different flights home after spending two weeks in the
Enchanting Okavango Delta area...

Photos by Greg Smith: Group, Southern Ground Hornbill, Lion Cubs, Lilac-breasted Roller, Juvenile African Elephant, Bat-eared
Fox, Burchell's Starling, Hamerkop, Hippopotamus, Red Lechwe, Ring-necked Dove, Ring-necked Dove, Ring-necked Dove
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