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NEW GUINEA CHECKLIST
Introduction
This booklet is a checklist of the bird species of New Guinea, the world’s second largest island 
and with the single greatest concentration of endemic species anywhere (372+). The deepwater 
offshore islands of the Bismarck Archipelago and Bougainville / Buka are listed as appendices 
and add a further 61 endemic species. It has been some years since a checklist was published 
(Beehler & Finch 1985, Hicks 1987 & 1998, Coates & Peckover 2001) and many new records 
have accrued, as well as taxonomic changes. The list is designed to summarize these and stimu-
late debate about species classification and occurence. The status of many seabirds in particular 
is very poorly known, whilst the number of vagrants from Asia is sure to rise. The taxonomy of 
large, overly lumped species groups such as Collared Kingfisher, Cicadabird and Golden Whistler 
remains to be unraveled and many surprises doubtless await. We appeal for documentation of any 
of the species listed as unconfirmed.
Using The List
The Checklist v3 follows the IOC Checklist (2009) for taxonomic order, with a major revision of 
the families as new research indicates new alignments. Narrow species concepts have been adopt-
ed, particularly using allospecies, with potential splits shown as indented taxa below the primary  
species. Essentially if there are significant morphological and/or vocal distinctions, allied with an 
isolated or disjunct range where other endemics have evolved, then we think species status may 
be indicated, with genetic work desirable to confirm or deny these proposals. Trinomials are also 
used where there is a potential split from an overseas species. It will be fascinating to see how 
many of these get promoted to species level in due course, as the genetic web is deciphered.  
	 Species treated as new in this Checklist, and which are not covered in Beehler et al 
(1986) or Coates et al (2001) are shown with an asterisk * after the English name. This * symbol 
is also used for taxa promoted to species status in the Checklist of Australian Birds by Christidis 
and Boles (2008) e.g. Australasian Little Bittern *, Elegant Honeyeater *.
	 Names used are usually the common names used within New Guinea, which often 
differ from the imposed names of the Clements Checklist of the Birds of the World. We have been 
working closely with the IOC led by Dr Frank Gill which is working on English names, and have 
managed to achieve a consensus approach, which we hope may be widely used to improve clarity 
and reduce confusing or inappropriate names. Scientific names and well-marked subspecies are 
listed, and whether the species is an endemic, migrant or vagrant. The current BirdLife Interna-
tional conservation status of rare species is also indicated:  
CR Critical    EN Endangered	   VU Vulnerable    NT Near-threatened	  DD Data Deficient	
Range									       
E	 Endemic to all of mainland New Guinea and nearby islands.
EW          Endemic to West Papua including West Papuan Islands (Raja Empat) and Biak.
EP            Endemic to Papua New Guinea mainland and nearby islands inc. East Papuan Is.	
	 (D’Entrecasteaux and Louisiades)
AE	 Australasian endemic, breeds in New Guinea. Australasia is defined on p.3 of the 
                checklist.
AE*	 Australian endemic breeder and migrant to New Guinea, mostly ducks and raptors
B	 Breeds in New Guinea and widely distributed elsewhere e.g. Little Egret, White
	 Pygmy Goose, Blue-breasted Quail.
B*           Near endemic breeder e.g. Dwarf Cassowary, Gurney’s Eagle.                                                     
I               Introduced. 			 
M	 Regular non-breeding migrant, e.g. Long-toed Stint, Curlew Sandpiper	
V	 Vagrant - fewer than 5 occurrences per annum
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Checklist Locations

          A.......................................................................................................

          B.......................................................................................................

          C.......................................................................................................

          D.......................................................................................................

          E.......................................................................................................  

          F........................................................................................................

          G.......................................................................................................

Regional definitions:
New Guinea is the large island divided between Indonesian West Papua (formerly Irian Jaya) in 
the western half and Papua New Guinea (PNG) in the eastern portion. PNG includes the 
following island groups:
D’Entrecasteaux (inc. Trobriand, Fergusson & Normanby islands) Archipelago.
Louisiade (inc. Misima and Tagula) Archipelago.
West Papuan Islands-Waigeo, Batanta, Salawati, Misool, also Kofiau, Gag and Aru Islands.
Bismarck Archipelago inc. New Britain, New Ireland and Umboi, plus the Admiralty Is. 
(Manus) and the St. Matthias group (Mussau & Emirau).
Bougainville and Buka form the autonomous Province of North Solomons, with a referendum 
due at some stage to see if the inhabitants wish to remain with PNG or become independent. 
This is the most poorly known area of the region, with the montane areas off-limits since 1989 
and several newly described species now documented. The whole region is badly in need of 
a wide-ranging taxonomic review in the light of present-day species concepts, with extensive 
lumping in the past still obscuring many relationships.					   
				  
There is no single widely agreed set definition of Australasia, which is here defined as Australia 
plus Lord Howe, Norfolk Island, New Guinea and its nearby satellite islands, plus Buka and 
Bougainville, the Bismarck and Admiralty Islands, New Caledonia, New Zealand and its island 
dependencies, Vanuatu, the Solomon Islands, Fiji and Tonga. 
The western boundary (Weber’s Line) includes the North Moluccan islands of Halmahera and 
Obi, the South Moluccan islands of Buru, Seram and the Kai Islands, and the West Papuan islands 
of Batanta, Salawati, Misool, Kofiau, Aru and Waigeo. Sulawesi and the Lesser Sunda islands of 
Tanimbar, Timor, Flores, Sumba, Sumbawa and Lombok, plus Christmas and Cocos Islands are 
excluded.
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Birding Hotspots of New Guinea
	 Port Moresby area & Varirata National Park - Brown-headed Paradise King-      	
	  fisher, Chestnut-backed Jewel-babbler, Painted Quail-thrush, Raggiana BoP.
	
                Tabubil area - Shovel-billed Kingfisher, Pesquet’s Parrot, Greater Melampitta,        	
	 Obscure Berrypecker, Carola’s Parotia, Magnificent BoP, White-rumped Robin.

	 Kiunga area - Southern Crowned Pigeon,  Long-billed Cuckoo, Common and Little 	
	 Paradise Kingfisher, Obscure Honeyeater, Flame Bowerbird, 12-wired and King BoP .        	

	 Tari area - Montane species. 11 species of BoP including Brown and Black 
	 Sicklebill, King-of Saxony BoP, Ribbon-tailed Astrapia, Lawes’s Parotia, Blue BoP. 	

	 Mt. Hagen area- Yellow-breasted Bowerbird, Torrent Flycatcher, Brown Sicklebill,           	
	 Ribbon-tailed Astrapia, Magnificent BoP, Superb BoP, Blue BoP, 	 	

	 Huon Peninsula- Spangled Honeyeater, Mountain Kingfisher, Huon 			
	 Bowerbird, Wahnes’s Parotia, Huon Astrapia, Emperor BoP.

	 Madang area-  New Guinea Scrubfowl, Edward’s Fig Parrot, Island Monarch, Lesser 	
	 BoP. 

	 Vanimo area - Brown Lory, Pale-billed Sicklebill, Lesser BoP.

	 Kimbe area - Nicobar Pigeon, Finsch’s, Red-knobbed & Yellowish Imperial  		
	 Pigeon, Black-headed Paradise Kingfisher, New Brit. Boobook, Sclater’s Myzomela.

	 Rabaul area- Volcano Scrubfowl, Pied Cuckoo-Dove, Knob-billed Fruit Dove,          	
	 White-mantled Kingfisher, Bismarck Flowerpecker.

	 Kavieng area - Hunstein’s Mannikin, Paradise Drongo; 3 hrs to Limbin for remaining
	 New Ireland endemics inc. White-naped Lory, NI Friarbird, Forbes’s Mannikin.
		
	 Bougainville - Sanford’s Sea Eagle, Woodford’s Rail, Solomons Boobook, 
	 Ultramarine Kingfisher, Bougainville Monarch, Bougainville Crow.
	
	 Trans Fly - waterbirds, Spangled Kookaburra, Fly River Grassbird, Grey-crowned 	
	 Mannikin.

	 Arfak Mountains - Vogelkop Bowerbird, Arfak Astrapia, Long-tailed Paradigalla,       	
	 Western Parotia

	 Biak - Biak Scrubfowl, Biak Red Lory, Biak Coucal, Biak Scops Owl, Biak Paradise	
	 Kingfisher, Biak Black Flycatcher, Biak Monarch, Biak Gerygone, Biak White-eye.

	 West Papuan Islands - Western Crowned Pigeon, Wilson’s and Red BoP.

	 Jayapura area - Salvadori’s Fig-Parrot, Victoria Crowned Pigeon, Blue-black 
	 Kingfisher, Pale-billed Sicklebill, Brown-headed Crow.
	
	 Snow Mountains - Snow Mt. Quail, Orange-cheeked Honeyeater, Macgregor’s 
	 Honeyeater, Splendid Astrapia.
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							       A    B   C    D    E   F    G
CASUARIIDAE     Cassowaries	 		                  	
B* Dwarf Cassowary  NT Casuarius bennetti

AE Southern Cassowary  VU C. casuarius

E Northern Cassowary VU C. unappendiculatus

MEGAPODIIDAE     Megapodes	
B Moluccan Scrubfowl  VU Eulipoa wallacei

AE Orange-footed Scrubfowl Megapodius reinwardt

E New Guinea Scrubfowl M. decollatus (affinis)

AE Dusky Scrubfowl M. freycinet

EW Biak Scrubfowl *  VU M. geelvinkianus

EW Red-billed Brushturkey Talegalla cuvieri

E Black-billed  Brushturkey T. fuscirostris

E Brown-collared Brushturkey T. jobiensis

E Wattled Brushturkey Aepypodius arfakianus

EW Waigeo (Bruijn’s) BrushturkeyE  A. bruijnii

PHASIANIDAE     Quail, Grouse, Pheasants & Partridges		
EW Snow Mountain Quail  NT Anurophasis monorthonyx

AE Brown Quail Coturnix ypsilophora

B King (Blue-br.) Quail Excalfactoria chinensis

ANSERANATIDAE     Magpie Goose	
AE Magpie Goose Anseranas semipalmata

ANATIDAE     Wildfowl
B* Spotted Whistling Duck Dendrocygna guttata

V Plumed Whistling Duck D. eytoni

M Wandering Whistling Duck D. arcuata

V Black Swan Cygnus atratus

AE* Radjah Shelduck Tadorna radjah

V Australian Wood (Maned) Duck Chenonetta jubata

B Cotton (White) Pygmy Goose Nettapus coromandelianus

AE Green Pygmy Goose N. pulchellus
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						                    A    B    C    D    E    F    G
ANATIDAE     Wildfowl (cont.)                                                         
E Salvadori’s Teal  VU Anas waigiuensis 

V Eurasian Wigeon A. penelope

M Garganey A. querquedula

AE Grey Teal A. gracilis 

V Northern Pintail A. acuta

B Pacific Black Duck A. superciliosa

V Hardhead Aythya australis

PROCELLARIIDAE     Petrels & Shearwaters
V Southern Giant Petrel  VU Macronectes giganteus

M Tahiti Petrel  NT Pseudobulweria rostrata

M/V Herald Petrel Pterodroma heraldica

V Collared Petrel  VU P.  brevipes

V Pycroft’s Petrel  VU P.  pycrofti

V Fairy Prion Pachyptila turtur

M Bulwer’s Petrel Bulweria bulwerii

M Streaked Shearwater Calonectris leucomelas

B Wedge-tailed Shearwater Ardenna pacificus

M Flesh-footed Shearwater A. carneipes

M Heinroth’s Shearwater  VU Puffinus heinrothi

M Short-tailed Shearwater P. tenuirostris

HYDROBATIDAE     Storm Petrels                                                  
M Wilson's Storm Petrel Oceanites oceanicus

V White-faced Storm Petrel Pelagodroma marina

V White-bellied Storm Petrel Fregetta grallaria

V Black-bellied Storm Petrel F. tropica
M/V Matsudaira’s Storm Petrel Oceanodroma matsudairae

 

PODICIPEDIDAE     Grebes
B Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis

B* Australasian Little Grebe T. novaehollandiae

 PHAETHONTIDAE     Tropicbirds
B Red-tailed Tropicbird Phaethon rubricauda

B White-tailed Tropicbird P. lepturus
7



							       A    B   C    D   E    F    G
CICONIIDAE     Storks

B Black-necked Stork (Jabiru) 
NT

Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus
australis

THRESKIORNITHIDAE     Ibis & Spoonbills

B Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus

B* Australian White Ibis Threskiornis molucca

AE Straw-necked Ibis T. spinicollis

M Royal Spoonbill Platalea regia

V Yellow-billed Spoonbill P. flavipes

ARDEIDAE     Herons, Bitterns & Egrets

E Forest Bittern  NT Zonerodius heliosylus

AE Australasian Little Bittern * Ixobrychus (minutus) dubius

V Yellow Bittern I. sinensis

B Black Bittern I. flavicollis

V Cinnamon Bittern I. cinnamomeus

V White-necked Heron Ardea pacifica

B Eastern Great Egret * A. (alba) modesta

B Intermediate Egret A. intermedia

B Great-billed Heron A. sumatrana

B Eastern Cattle Egret * Bubulcus (ibis) coromandus

B Striated Heron Butorides striata

B Pied Heron Egretta picata

M White-faced Heron E. novaehollandiae

B Little Egret E. garzetta nigripes

B Eastern (Pacific) Reef Egret E. sacra

B Nankeen (Rufous) Night 
Heron 

Nycticorax caledonicus

FREGATIDAE     Frigatebirds  

B Lesser Frigatebird  Fregata ariel

B Great Frigatebird F. minor

PELECANIDAE     Pelicans
AE* Australian Pelican Pelecanus conspicillatus
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					                             A    B   C    D   E    F    G
SULIDAE     Gannets & Boobies

V Abbott’s Booby Papasula abbotti

M Masked Booby Sula dactylatra

M Red-footed Booby S. sula

M Brown Booby S. leucogaster

PHALACROCORACIDAE	     Cormorants

B* Little Pied Cormorant Microcarbo melanoleucos

V Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 
novaehollandiae

B* Little Black Cormorant P. sulcirostris

V Pied Cormorant P. varius

ANHINGIDAE     Darters

AE Australasian Darter * Anhinga (melanogaster) 
novaehollandiae

PANDIONIDAE    Ospreys

B Eastern Osprey * Pandion (haliaetus) cristatus

ACCIPITRIDAE     Kites, Eagles, Hawks 

B White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster

E Long-tailed Honey Buzzard Henicopernis longicauda

B Bat Hawk Macheiramphus alcinus       
papuanus

B* Pacific Baza Aviceda subcristata

B Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus

AE Whistling Kite Haliastur sphenurus

B Brahminy Kite H. indus

B Black Kite Milvus migrans affinis

E Papuan (Eastern Marsh)
Harrier *

Circus (spilonotus) 
spilothorax

V Swamp Harrier C. approximans

B* Brown Goshawk Accipiter fasciatus

AE Collared Sparrowhawk A. cirrhocephalus

B* Variable Goshawk * A. hiogaster

V Chinese Goshawk A. soloensis
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				                              	                 A    B    C    D   E    F   G
 ACCIPITRIDAE     Kites, Eagles & Hawks (cont.)   

E Black-mantled Goshawk A. melanochlamys

E Grey-headed Goshawk A. poliocephalus

B* Meyer’s Goshawk A. meyerianus

E Chestnut-shouldered 
(Buerger’s) Goshawk  DD

Erythrtriorchis buergersi

E Doria’s Goshawk  NT Megatriorchis doriae

V Grey-faced Buzzard Butastur indicus

E New Guinea Harpy Eagle  
VU

Harpyopsis novaeguineae

B* Gurney’s Eagle  NT Aquila gurneyi

AE Wedge-tailed Eagle A. audax

AE Pygmy Eagle  *
(New Guinea Hawk-Eagle) 

Hieraaetus (morphnoides) 
weiskei

FALCONIDAE     Falcons

V Spotted Kestrel Falco moluccensis
AE Nankeen (Australian)  

Kestrel
F. cenchroides

AE Brown Falcon F. berigora
B* Australian Hobby F. longipennis

B Oriental Hobby F. severus

B Peregrine F. peregrinus

OTIDIDAE      Bustards

AE Australian Bustard  NT Ardeotis australis

RALLIDAE     Rails, Moorhens & Coots

E Chestnut Forest Rail Rallicula rubra

EW White-striped Forest Rail  NT R. leucospila

E Forbes’s Forest Rail R. forbesi

E Mayr’s Forest Rail  DD R. mayri

B* Red-necked Crake R. tricolor

B Buff-banded Rail Gallirallus philippensis

B* Barred Rail G. torquatus

B* Lewin's Rail Lewinia pectoralis
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				                                                   A    B   C    D     E    F   G
RALLIDAE     Rails, Moorhens & Coots (cont.)                                    

AE Bare-eyed Rail Gymnocrex plumbeiventris

B Plain (Pale-vented) 
Bush-hen

Amaurornis olivacea 
ruficrissa

B Baillon's Crake Porzana pusilla

B White-browed Crake P. cinerea

B Spotless Crake P. tabuensis

AE Chestnut Rail Eulabeornis castaneoventris

E New Guinea Flightless Rail  
NT

Megacrex inepta

AE Black-backed (Purple) 
Swamphen *

Porphyrio (porphyrio) 
melanotus

B* Dusky Moorhen Gallinula tenebrosa

B Common Coot Fulica atra lugubris

GRUIDAE     Cranes

AE Brolga Grus rubicunda
                                                              
TURNICIDAE     Buttonquail              			                  

AE Red-backed Buttonquail Turnix maculosus

BURHINIDAE     Thick-knees	

AE Bush Stone Curlew  NT Burhinus grallarius

B* Beach Stone Curlew  NT Esacus magnirostris

HAEMATOPODIDAE     Oystercatchers   

V Pied Oystercatcher Haematopus longirostris

RECURVIROSTRIDAE     Stilts  & Avocets

B* White-headed  (Pied) Stilt * Himantopus (himantopus) 
leucocephalus

V Red-necked Avocet Recurvirostra 
novaehollandiae

CHARADRIIDAE     Plovers

AE Masked Lapwing (Plover) Vanellus miles miles

     Spur-winged Plover           V. m. novaehollandiae         

V Red-kneed Dotterel Erythrogonys cinctus
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                                                                                                               A    B    C    D    E    F    G
CHARADRIIDAE     Plovers (cont.)

M Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva

M Grey (Black-bellied) Plover P. squatarola

B Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius dubius/
papuanus

V Red-capped Plover C. ruficapillus

M Lesser Sand (Mongolian) 
Plover

C. mongolus

M Greater Sand Plover C. leschenaultii

M Oriental Plover C. veredus
	
JACANIDAE     Jacanas  	
B Comb-crested Jacana Irediparra gallinacea

SCOLOPACIDAE      Sandpipers & Snipe

E New Guinea (Rufous) 
Woodcock *

Scolopax (saturatus) 
rosenbergii

M Latham's (Japanese) Snipe Gallinago hardwickii

V Pin-tailed Snipe G. stenura

M Swinhoe's Snipe G. megala

M Asian Dowitcher  NT Limnodromus semipalmatus

V Long-billed Dowitcher L. scolopaceus

M Black-tailed Godwit  NT Limosa limosa melanuroides

M Bar-tailed Godwit L. lapponica

M Little Curlew (Whimbrel) Numenius minutus

M Eurasian Whimbrel N. phaeopus variegata

M Far Eastern Curlew  NT N. madagascariensis

M Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus

M Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos

V Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus

M Grey-tailed Tattler T. brevipes

M Wandering Tattler T. incana

M Common Greenshank T. nebularia

M Marsh Sandpiper T. stagnatilis

M Common Redshank T. totanus

M Wood Sandpiper T. glareola



							       A    B    C   D    E   F    G
SCOLOPACIDAE      Sandpipers & Snipe  (cont.)   

M Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres

M Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris

M Red Knot C. canutus

M Sanderling C. alba

V Little Stint C. minuta

M Red-necked Stint C. ruficollis

V Long-toed Stint C. subminuta

V Baird’s Sandpiper C. bairdii

V Pectoral Sandpiper C. melanotos

M Sharp-tailed Sandpiper C. acuminata

M Curlew Sandpiper C. ferruginea

V Buff-breasted Sandpiper  
NT

Tryngites subruficollis

M Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus

V Ruff Philomachus pugnax

M Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus
							     
GLAREOLIDAE     Coursers & Pratincoles	                                        

M Oriental Pratincole Glareola maldivarum

AE Australian Pratincole Stiltia isabella
	
 LARIDAE     Gulls & Terns                                         

B Brown (Common) Noddy Anous stolidus

B Black (White-capped) 
Noddy

A. minutus

B White Tern Gygis alba

V Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus

V Silver Gull C. novaehollandiae

M Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica

M Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia

B Crested (Swift) Tern Thalasseus bergii

B Lesser Crested Tern T.  bengalensis

M Little Tern Sternula albifrons

V Spectacled (Grey-b) Tern Onychoprion lunata

B Bridled Tern O. anaethetus
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LARIDAE    Gulls & Terns (cont.)			                  A    B    C   D    E    F   G

B Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscata

B Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii

B Black-naped Tern S. sumatrana

M Common Tern S. hirundo longipennis

M Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida

M White-winged (Black)  Tern C. leucopterus

V Black Tern C. niger 

STERCORARIIDAE     Skuas

M Pomarine Skua (Jaeger) Stercorarius pomarinus

M Arctic Skua (Parasitic Jaeger) S. parasiticus

V Long-tailed Skua S. longicaudus

COLUMBIDAE	 Pigeons & Doves	 	
I Feral Pigeon (Rock Dove) Columba livia

B White-throated Pigeon C. vitiensis

B* Slender-billed Cuckoo-Dove * Macropygia amboinensis

E Bar-tailed (Bl-b) Cuckoo-Dove M. nigrirostris

B* Mackinlay’s Cuckoo-Dove M. mackinlayi

B* Great Cuckoo-Dove Reinwardtoena reinwardtii

B* Pacific Emerald Dove Chalcophaps (i) longirostris

B Emerald Dove C. indica

B* Stephan’s Dove C. stephani

E New Guinea Bronzewing Henicophaps albifrons

AE Peaceful Dove Geopelia striata

AE Bar-shouldered Dove G. humeralis

B Nicobar Pigeon  NT Caloenas nicobarica

E Cinnamon Ground Dove Gallicolumba rufigula

AE Bronze Ground Dove G. beccarii

AE White-breasted Ground Dove G. jobiensis

E Thick-billed Ground Pigeon Trugon terrestris

E Pheasant Pigeon Otidiphaps nobilis

B* Western Crowned Pigeon  VU Goura cristata

E Southern Crowned Pigeon  VU Goura scheepmakeri

E Victoria Crowned Pigeon  VU G. victoria
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COLUMBIDAE     Pigeons & Doves (cont.)    		   	 A    B    C    D   E    F    G                                                                                                                              

AE Wompoo Fruit Dove Ptilinopus magnificus

E Pink-spotted Fruit Dove P. perlatus

E Ornate Fruit Dove P. ornatus

E Orange-fronted Fruit Dove P. aurantiifrons

B Wallace’s Fruit Dove P. wallacii

B Superb Fruit Dove P. superbus

V Rose-crowned Fruit Dove P. regina

E Coroneted Fruit Dove P. coronulatus

E Beautiful Fruit Dove P. pulchellus

B* White-bibbed Fruit Dove P. rivoli

B* Claret-breasted Fruit Dove P. viridis

E Orange-bellied Fruit Dove P. iozonus

E Dwarf Fruit Dove P. nanus

B Spectacled Imperial Pigeon Ducula perspicillata

B Elegant Imperial Pigeon D. concinna

B* Pacific Imperial Pigeon D. pacifica

B* Spice Imperial Pigeon D. myristicivora

       Geelvink Imperial Pigeon *       D. m. geelvinkianum

EW (Foya) Imperial Pigeon D. sp. nov.

E Purple-tailed Imperial Pigeon D. rufigaster

E Rufescent Imperial Pigeon D. chalconata

B* Island (Grey) Imperial Pigeon D. pistrinaria

E Pinon’s Imperial Pigeon D. pinon

E Collared Imperial Pigeon D. mullerii

E Zoe’s Imperial Pigeon D. zoeae

B Pied Imperial Pigeon D. bicolor

AE Torresian Imperial Pigeon D. (b.) spilorrhoa

B* Papuan Mountain Pigeon Gymnophaps albertisii

CACATUIDAE     Cockatoos

AE Palm Cockatoo Probosciger aterrimus

AE Little Corella Cacatua sanguinea

AE Sulphur-crested Cockatoo C. galerita triton
15



 							       A    B    C   D    E    F    G
PSITTACIDAE     Parrots

E Pesquet’s (Vulturine) Parrot VU Psittrichas fulgidus

E Papuan Hanging Parrot Loriculus aurantiifrons

E Yellow-capped Pygmy Parrot Micropsitta keiensis

EW Geelvink Pygmy Parrot  NT M. geelvinkiana

E Buff-faced Pygmy Parrot M. pusio

B* Red-breasted Pygmy Parrot M. bruijnii

EW Black Lory Chalcopsitta atra

E Brown Lory C. duivenbodei

E Greater Streaked (Yel-str.)  Lory C. sintillata

B Violet-necked (Mol. Red) Lory Eos squamata

EW Biak Red (Black-w) Lory VU E. cyanogenia

E Dusky Lory Pseudeos fuscata

AE Rainbow Lorikeet Trichoglossus moluccanus

B* Coconut (Rainbow) Lorikeet Trichoglossus haematodus

EW Biak (Shawl-collared) Lorikeet T. rosenbergii

E Goldie’s Lorikeet Psitteuteles goldiei

E Purple-bellied (E. B-cap) Lory Lorius hypoinochrous

E (Western) Black-capped Lory L. lory

E Red-chinned Lorikeet Charmosyna rubrigularis

E Streaked (Striated) Lorikeet  NT C. multistriata

E Pygmy Lorikeet C. wilhelminae

E Red-fronted Lorikeet C. rubronotata

B* Red-flanked Lorikeet C. placentis

E Fairy (Little Red) Lorikeet C. pulchella

E Josephine’s Lorikeet C. josefinae

E Papuan Lorikeet C. papou

E Plum-faced (Whisk’rd) Lorikeet Oreopsittacus arfaki

E Yellow-billed Lorikeet Neopsittacus musschenbroekii

E Orange-billed Lorikeet N. pullicauda

E Orange-breasted Fig Parrot Cyclopsitta gulielmiterti

AE Double-eyed Fig Parrot C. diopthalma diopthalma
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							       A    B    C   D    E    F    G
PSITTACIDAE	 Parrots  (cont.)                                                      

E Large Fig Parrot Psittaculirostris desmarestii

E Edwards’s Fig Parrot P. edwardsii

EW Salvadori’s Fig Parrot  VU P.  salvadorii

E Brehm’s Tiger Parrot Psittacella brehmii

E Painted Tiger Parrot P. picta

E Modest Tiger Parrot P. modesta

E Madarasz’s Tiger Parrot P. madaraszi

AE Red-cheeked Parrot Geoffroyus geoffroyi

E Blue-collared Parrot G. simplex

B Great-billed Parrot Tanygnathus 
megalorhynchos

AE Eclectus Parrot Eclectus roratus

B Moluccan King Parrot Alisterus amboinensis

E Papuan King Parrot A. chloropterus

AE Red-winged Parrot Aprosmictus erythropterus

CENTROPODIDAE     Coucals

E White-billed (Greater 
Black) Coucal

Centropus menbeki

EW Biak Coucal  NT C. chalybeus

AE Pheasant Coucal C. phasianinus

E Black-billed (Lsr. Bl.) Coucal C. bernsteini

CUCULIDAE	 Cuckoos

E Dwarf Koel Microdynamis parva

AE Australian (Eastern) Koel* Eudynamys (s.) cyanocephala

B Asian Koel E. scolopaceus

V Long-tailed Koel E. taitensis

B* Channel-billed Cuckoo Scythrops novaehollandiae

AE Chestnut-breasted Cuckoo Cacomantis castaneiventris

B* Fan-tailed (Montane)
Cuckoo

C. flabelliformis excitus

B Brush Cuckoo C. variolosus

E White-crowned C. (Koel) C. leucolophus
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							       A    B    C    D    E   F   G
CUCULIDAE	 Cuckoos (cont.)                                                     

V Pallid Cuckoo Cacomantis pallidus

M Oriental Cuckoo Cuculus optatus

V Black-eared Cuckoo Chrysococcyx osculans

M Horsfield’s Bronze Cuckoo C. basalis

B Shining Bronze Cuckoo C. lucidus

B Little (Malay) Bronze 
Cuckoo

C. minutillus

E Rufous-throated Bronze C. C. ruficollis

E White-eared Bronze Cuckoo C. meyeri

E Long-billed Cuckoo Rhamphomantis  megarhynchus

TYTONIDAE     Barn Owls	

AE Sooty Owl Tyto tenebricosa arfaki

AE Masked Owl T. novaehollandiae calabyi

B Eastern Barn Owl * T. (alba) javanica

B Eastern Grass Owl T. longimembris

STRIGIDAE     Owls

EW Biak Scops Owl *  EN Otus (magicus) beccarii

AE Rufous Owl Ninox rufa

AE Barking Owl N. connivens

AE Southern Boobook N. novaehollandiae

E Papuan Boobook N. theomacha

E Papuan Hawk-Owl  DD Uroglaux dimorpha

PODARGIDAE     Frogmouths

AE Papuan Frogmouth Podargus papuensis

AE Marbled Frogmouth P. ocellatus ocellatus

EUROSTOPODIDAE    Eared Nightjars

V Spotted Nightjar Eurostopodus argus

AE White-throated Nightjar E. mystacalis

E Papuan Nightjar E. papuensis

E Archbold’s (Mountain) 
Nightjar

E. archboldi
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							       A    B    C   D    E    F    G	
CAPRIMULGIDAE     Nightjars

V Grey (Jungle) Nightjar Caprimulgus indicus

B Large-tailed Nightjar C. macrurus

AEGOTHELIDAE     Owlet-nightjars                                               

E Feline Owlet-nightjar Aegotheles insignis

EP Starry Owlet-nightjar *  DD A. tatei

E Wallace’s Owlet-nightjar  DD A. wallacii

E Archbold’s Owlet-nightjar A. archboldi

E Mountain Owlet-nightjar A. albertisi 

E Barred Owlet-nightjar A. bennettii
             A. b. terborghi

E Vogelkop Owlet-nightjar  A. (b.) affinis

AE Australian Owlet-nightjar A. cristatus

HEMIPROCNIDAE     Tree-swifts

B* Moustached Treeswift Hemiprocne mystacea

APODIDAE     Swifts

B Glossy Swiftlet Collocalia esculenta

E Mountain Swiftlet Aerodramus hirundinaceus

E Bare-legged (W’hd’s) Swiftlet A. nuditarsus

B Uniform (Lowland) Swiftlet A. vanikorensis

E Three-toed (Papuan) 
Swiftlet  DD

A.  papuensis

M White-throated Needletail Hirundapus caudacutus

M Fork-tailed (Pacific) Swift Apus pacificus

E Papuan Spine-tailed Swift Mearnsia novaeguineae

CORACIIDAE     Rollers

B Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis

ALCEDINIDAE     Kingfishers

B Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis

AE Azure Kingfisher Ceyx azureus 

AE Little Kingfisher C. pusilla 

B Variable Dwarf Kingfisher C. lepidus
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							       A    B    C    D    E   F    G
HALCYONIDAE      Tree-Kingfishers                                             

B* Common Paradise 
Kingfisher    

Tanysiptera galatea

EW Biak Paradise Kingfisher 
*  NT

T. riedelii

EW Numfor Paradise Kingfisher 
NT

T. carolinae

EW Kofiau Paradise Kingfisher* 
DD

T. ellioti

E Little Paradise Kingfisher  DD T. hydrocharis

AE Buff-breasted Paradise 
Kingfisher

T. sylvia

E Red-breasted Paradise 
Kingfisher

T. nympha

EP Brown-headed Paradise 
Kingfisher

T. danae

E Hook-billed Kingfisher Melidora macrorrhina

E Shovel-billed Kookaburra Clytoceyx rex

E Rufous-bellied Kookaburra Dacelo gaudichaud

E Spangled Kookaburra D. tyro

AE Blue-winged Kookaburra D. leachii

E Blue-black Kingfisher  DD Todiramphus nigrocyaneus

AE Forest Kingfisher T. macleayii

B Collared Kingfisher T. chloris

B Beach Kingfisher T. saurophagus

AE Sacred Kingfisher T. sanctus

AE Yellow-billed Kingfisher Syma torotoro

E Mountain Kingfisher S. megarhyncha

MEROPIDAE	 Bee-eaters

B Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus

AE Rainbow Bee-eater M. ornatus

BUCEROTIDAE     Hornbills

B* Blyth’s Hornbill Rhyticeros plicatus
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                                               PASSERIFORMES           
PITTIDAE     Pittas				                    A    B   C    D   E    F    G

B Red-bellied (Blue-breasted) 
Pitta

Pitta erythrogaster

B Hooded Pitta P. sordida

AE Noisy Pitta P. versicolor

PTILONORHYNCHIDAE     Bowerbirds

E White-eared Catbird Ailuroedus buccoides

AE Spotted (Black-eared)
Catbird

A. melanotis

E Archbold’s Bowerbird  NT Archboldia papuensis

E Macgregor’s Bowerbird Amblyornis macgregoriae

      Huon Bowerbird * A. macgregoriae 
germanus

EP Streaked Bowerbird A. subalaris

EW Golden-fronted Bowerbird A. flavifrons

EW Vogelkop Bowerbird A. inornata

      Bomberai Bowerbird * A. inornata sp.

E Black-faced (Masked) 
Bowerbird *

Sericulus aureus

E Flame Bowerbird S. ardens

EP Fire-maned Bowerbird  VU S. bakeri

E Yellow-breasted Bowerbird Chlamydera lauterbachi

AE Fawn-breasted Bowerbird C. cerviniventris

CLIMACTERIDAE	 Australasian Treecreepers	

E Papuan Tree-creeper Cormobates placens

MALURIDAE	 Fairywrens

E Wallace’s Fairywren Sipodotus wallacii

E Broad-billed Fairywren Malurus grayi

      Campbell’s Fairywren       M. grayi campbelli

E Emperor Fairywren M. cyanocephalus

E White-shouldered Fairywren M. alboscapulatus

      M. a, lorentzi

E Orange-crowned Fairywren Clytomias insignis
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MELIPHAGIDAE     Honeyeaters                                                     A    B   C    D   E    F    G

E Mottle-breasted Honeyeater Meliphaga mimikae

E Hill Forest (White-eared) 
Honeyeater

M. montana

E Mountain Honeyeater M. orientalis

E Scrub Honeyeater M. albonotata

E Mimic Honeyeater M. analoga 

EP Tagula Honeyeater  DD M. vicina

AE Graceful Honeyeater M. gracilis gracilis

EP Elegant Honeyeater * M, (g.) cinereifrons

E Yellow-gaped Honeyeater M. flavirictus

E Puff-backed Honeyeater M. aruensis

E SE Puff-backed Honeyeater M. (aruensis) sp. nov.

E Black-throated Honeyeater Lichenostomus subfrenatus

E Obscure Honeyeater L. obscura

AE Varied Honeyeater L. versicolor

AE Yellow-tinted Honeyeater L. flavescens germana

EW Orange-cheeked Honeyeater Oreornis chrysogenys

AE Brown-backed Honeyeater Ramsayornis modestus

AE Rufous-banded Honeyeater Conopophila albogularis

EP White-chinned Myzomela  DD Myzomela albigula

E Red-throated Myzomela M. eques

B* Dusky Myzomela M. obscura

EW Biak Myzomela * DD M. (o.) rubrobrunneus

E Red (Red-tinted) Myzomela M. cruentata

E Papuan Black Myzomela M. nigrita

B* Red-headed Myzomela M. erythrocephala

E Mountain (Mt. Red-Headed 
or Midget) Myzomela

M. adolphinae

EP Sclater’s (Red-bibbed) M. M. sclateri

E Red-collared Myzomela M. rosenbergii

AE Green-backed Honeyeater Glycichaera fallax

B Olive Honeyeater Lichmera argentauris

B* Brown Honeyeater L. indistincta

E Silver-eared Honeyeater L. alboauricalis

AE White-throated Honeyeater Melithreptus albogularis
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MELIPHAGIDAE     Honeyeaters  (cont.)                                         A     B   C    D   E    F  G

AE Blue-faced Honeyeater Entomyzon cyanotis

E Plain Honeyeater Pycnopygius ixoides

E Marbled Honeyeater P. cinereus

E Streak-headed Honeyeater P. stictocephalus

E Meyer’s Friarbird Philemon meyeri

EW Brass’s Friarbird  NT P. brassi

AE Little Friarbird P. citreogularis

AE New Guinea (Helmeted) 
Friarbird *

P. (buceroides) 
novaeguineae

AE Noisy Friarbird P. corniculatus

EW Western Smoky Honeyeater Melipotes gymnops

E Smoky Honeyeater M. fumigatus

EP Spangled Honeyeater M. ater

EW Wattled Smoky Honeyeater* M. carolae

E Macgregor’s Honeyeater (BoP) 
(Ochre-w Honeyeater) * VU

Macgregoria pulchra

E Sooty Melidectes Melidectes fuscus

E Short-bearded Melidectes M. nouhuysi

EP Long-bearded Melidectes  VU M. princeps

E Cinnamon-browed 
Melidectes

M. ochromelas

EW Vogelkop Melidectes M. leucostephes

E Yellow-browed Melidectes M. rufocrissalis

EP Huon Melidectes M. foersteri

E Belford’s Melidectes M. belfordi

     Belford’s Melidectes      M. belfordi brassi

E Ornate Melidectes M. torquatus

E Leaden Honeyeater Ptiloprora plumbea

E Yellowish-streaked 
Honeyeater

P. meekiana

EW Rufous-sided Honeyeater P. erythropleura

EP Rufous-backed Honeyeater P. guisei

E Mayr’s Honeyeater P. mayri

E Grey-streaked (Black-
backed) Honeyeater

P. perstriata

E Long-billed Honeyeater Melilestes megarhynchus
23



						                     A    B   C   D    E    F    G
MELIPHAGIDAE     Honeyeaters  (cont.)                                       

E Spotted Honeyeater Xanthotis polygrammus

AE Tawny-breasted Honeyeater X, flaviventer

E Olive Straightbill Timeliopsis fulvigula

E Tawny Straightbill T. griseigula

ACANTHIZIDAE      Thornbills, Scrubwrens, Mouse-warblers & Gerygones

E Rusty Mouse Warbler Crateroscelis murina

E Bicoloured Mouse Warbler C. nigrorufa

E Mountain Mouse Warbler C. robusta

E Pale-billed Scrubwren Sericornis spilodera

E Perplexing Scrubwren S. virgatus

AE Tropical Scrubwren S. beccarii

E Large Scrubwren S. nouhuysi

E Buff-faced Scrubwren S. perspicillatus

E Vogelkop Scrubwren S. rufescens

E Papuan Scrubwren S. papuensis

E Grey-green Scrubwren S. arfakianus

E Brown-breasted (Treefern)
Gerygone

Gerygone ruficollis

E Mangrove Gerygone G. levigaster

AE Large-billed Gerygone G. magnirostris

EW Biak Gerygone *  DD G. (m.) hypoxantha

E Yellow-bellied Gerygone G. chrysogaster

E Ashy (Mountain or Grey) 
Gerygone

G. cinerea

AE Green-backed Gerygone G. chloronota

AE Fairy Gerygone G. palpebrosa

AE White-throated Gerygone G. olivacea

E Papuan Thornbill Acanthiza murina

POMATOSTOMIDAE     Australasian Babblers

E New Guinea (Rufous) Babbler Garritornis isidorei

AE Grey-crowned Babbler Pomatostomus temporalis

ORTHONYCHIDAE     Logrunners

E Papuan Logrunner * Orthonyx novaeguineae
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							       A    B   C   D    E    F    G
CNEMOPHILIDAE     Satinbirds                                                           

E Loria’s (Velvet) Satinbird 
(BoP)

Cnemophilus loriae

E Crested (Silken) Satinbird 
(BoP)

C. macgregorii

E Yellow-breasted Satinbird  NT Loboparadisaea sericea
			    
MELANOCHARITIDAE     Berrypeckers & Longbills

E Obscure Berrypecker   DD Melanocharis arfakiana

E Black Berrypecker M. nigra

E Mid-mountain (Lemon-
breasted) Berrypecker

M. longicauda

E Fan-tailed Berrypecker M. versteri

E Striated (Streaked) 
Berrypecker

M. striativentris

E Spotted Berrypecker Rhamphocharis 
crassirostris

E Dwarf (Plumed) Longbill Oedistoma iliolophum

E Pygmy Longbill O. pygmaeum

E Yellow-bellied Longbill Toxoramphus novaeguineae

E Slaty-chinned Longbill T. poliopterus

PARAMYTHIIDAE   Painted berrypeckers 

E Tit-Berrypecker Oreocharis arfaki

E Crested Berrypecker Paramythia montium

PSOPHODIDAE     Whipbirds & Jewel-babblers

E Papuan Whipbird  DD Androphobus viridis

E Spotted Jewel-babbler Ptilorrhoa leucosticta

E Blue Jewel-babbler P. caerulescens

EP Brown-headed (Brown-
capped) Jewel-babbler *

P. geislerorum

E Chestnut-backed Jewel-b. P. castanonota

CINCLOSOMATIDAE     Quail-thrushes

E Painted Quail-thrush Cinclosoma ajax
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							       A    B    C     D     E     F     G
MACHAERIRHYNCHIDAE     Boatbills                                          

AE Yellow-breasted Boatbill Machaerirhynchus 
flaviventer

E Black-breasted Boatbill M. nigripectus

CRACTICIDAE     Butcherbirds,  Australian Magpie  & Peltops                                        

AE Black Butcherbird Cracticus quoyi

AE Black-backed Butcherbird C. mentalis

E Hooded Butcherbird C. cassicus

EP Tagula Butcherbird  DD C. louisiadensis

AE Australian Magpie Gymnorhina tibicen

E Lowland Peltops Peltops blainvillii

E Mountain Peltops P. montanus

ARTAMIDAE     Woodswallows  

B White-breasted 
Woodswallow

Artamus leucorhynchus

E Great Woodswallow A. maximus

V Black-faced Woodswallow A. cinereus

CAMPEPHAGIDAE     Cuckooshrikes & Trillers

B* Black-faced Cuckooshrike Coracina novaehollandiae

E Large-billed (Stout-b) 
Cuckooshrike

C. caeruleogrisea

B* Barred (Yellow-eyed) 
Cuckooshrike

C. lineata axillaris

E Boyer’s Cuckooshrike C. boyeri

B* White-bellied Cuckooshrike C. papuensis

E Hooded Cuckooshrike C. longicauda

B* Common Cicadabird C. tenuirostris

      Lesser Cicadabird        C. (t.) muellerii

E Black-shouldered (Papuan)
Cicadabird (Cuckooshrike)

C. incerta

E Grey-headed (Black-tipped)
Cuckooshrike

C. schisticeps

E Papuan Black  (New 
Guinea) Cuckooshrike

C. melas

E Black-bellied Cuckooshrike C. montana
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                                                                                                                            A     B    C     D     E    F    G
CAMPEPHAGIDAE      Cuckoo-shrikes & Trillers (cont.)                  

E Golden Cuckoo-shrike Campochaera sloetii 

AE White-winged Triller Lalage (sueurii) tricolor

B* Black-browed Triller L. atrovirens

B* Varied Triller L. leucomela

NEOSITTIDAE     Sittellas    

E Papuan (Varied) Sittella Daphoenositta (c.) papuensis

E Black Sittella D. miranda

PACHYCEPHALIDAE     Whistlers, Shrike-thrushes & Pitohuis 

E Mottled Whistler Rhagologus leucostigma

E Rufous-naped Whistler Aleadryas rufinucha

E Sooty Whistler * Pachycephala umbrina

AE Island Whistler P. phaionota

E Rusty Whistler P. hyperythra

EP Brown-backed Whistler P. modesta

E Vogelkop Whistler P. meyeri

AE Grey (Grey-headed) Whistler P. (simplex) griseiceps

E Sclater’s (Hill Golden) Whistler P. soror

AE Golden Whistler P. pectoralis balim

AE Mangrove Golden Whistler P. melanura

E Lorentz’s Whistler P. lorentzi

E Regent Whistler P. schlegelii

E Golden-backed Whistler P. aurea

E Black-headed Whistler P. monacha

E White-bellied Whistler * P. leucogastra

AE Little (Rufous) 
Shrike-thrush

Colluricincla megarhyncha

AE Grey Shrike-thrush C. harmonica

E White-bellied Pitohui  NT C. incertus

E Rusty Pitohui C. ferrugineus

E Variable Pitohui Pitohui kirhocephalus

EW West Papuan Pitohui * P. (k.) sp. nov.

E North-western Pitohui * P. (k.) sp. nov.
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							       A    B   C    D    E    F   G
PACHYCEPHALIDAE (Cont.) Whistlers, Shrike-thrushes & Pitohuis                    

E Hooded Pitohui P. dichrous

E Crested Pitohui P. cristatus

E Black Pitohui P. nigrescens

LANIIDAE     Shrikes   

V Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus

B Long-tailed Shrike L. schach stresemanni

ORIOLIDAE     Orioles & Figbirds   

AE Australasian Figbird Sphecotheres vieilloti salvadorii

E Brown Oriole Oriolus szalayi

AE Olive-backed Oriole O. sagittatus

AE Green (Yellow) Oriole O. flavocinctus

DICRURIDAE     Drongos

B Spangled Drongo Dicrurus bracteatus

E Papuan Spangled Drongo * D. (bracteatus) carbonarius

RHIPIDURIDAE     Fantails

AE Willie-wagtail Rhipidura leucophrys

B* Northern Fantail R. rufiventris

E Sooty Thicket Fantail R. threnothorax

E Black Thicket Fantail R. maculipectus

E White-bellied 
Thicket Fantail

R. leucothorax

E Black Fantail R. atra

E Chestnut-bellied Fantail R. hyperythra

E Friendly Fantail R. albolimbata

AE Mangrove Fantail R. phasiana

E Dimorphic Fantail R. brachyrhyncha

E Rufous-backed Fantail R. rufidorsa
B* Rufous Fantail R. rufifrons

B* Arafura Fantail * R. dryas
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							       A    B   C    D    E    F   G
MONARCHIDAE     Monarchs                                                        

EW Biak Black Flycatcher  NT Myiagra atra

AE Leaden Flycatcher M. rubecula

AE Broad-billed Flycatcher M. ruficollis
AE* Satin Flycatcher M. cyanoleuca

AE Shining Flycatcher M. alecto

AE Paperbark Flycatcher * M. nana

E Black (Fan-tail) Monarch Monarcha axillaris

E Rufous Monarch M. rubiensis

B* Island Monarch M. cinerascens
AE* Black-faced Monarch M. melanopsis

AE Black-winged Monarch M. frater

E Spot-winged Monarch M. guttula
AE* Spectacled Monarch M. trivirgatus

EW Kofiau Monarch DD M. julianae

EW Biak Monarch  EN M. brehmii

E Hooded Monarch M. manadensis

E Golden Monarch M. chrysomela

AE Magpie-lark Grallina cyanoleuca

E Torrent-lark G. bruijni

E Ochre-collared Monarch * Arses insularis

E Frilled Monarch A. telescopthalmus

CORVIDAE     Crows

EW Brown-headed Crow  NT Corvus fuscicapillus

E Grey (Bare-eyed) Crow C. tristis

AE Torresian Crow C. orru

GENERA INCERTAE SEDIS     Species of uncertain family placement

E Lesser Melampitta Melampitta lugubris

E Greater Melampitta M. gigantea

E Blue-capped Ifrita Ifrita kowaldi

E Wattled Ploughbill Eulacestoma nigripectus

E Goldenface 
(Dwarf Whistler)

Pachycare flavogriseum

E Pygmy (Mountain) Drongo Chaetorhynchus papuensis
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							       A    B   C    D    E    F   G
PARADISAEIDAE     Birds-of-Paradise & Manucodes                    

E Glossy-mantled Manucode Manucodia ater

E Jobi Manucode M. jobiensis

E Crinkle-collared Manucode M. chalybatus

EP Curl-crested Manucode M. comrii

AE Trumpet Manucode Phonygammus keraudrenii

     Montane Manucode *      P. (keraudrenii) sp.

EW Long-tailed Paradigalla  NT Paradigalla carunculata

E Short-tailed Paradigalla P. brevicauda

EW Arfak Astrapia Astrapia nigra

E Splendid Astrapia A. splendidissima

EP Ribbon-tailed Astrapia  NT A. mayeri

EP Princess Stephanie’s 
Astrapia

A. stephaniae

EP Huon Astrapia A. rothschildi

EW Western Parotia Parotia sefilata

E Queen Carola’s Parotia P. carolae

      Bronze Parotia *  DD       P. carolae berlepschi

EP Lawes’s Parotia P. lawesii

EP Eastern Parotia *  DD P. (lawesii) helenae

EP Wahnes’s Parotia  VU P. wahnesi

E King-of-Saxony Bird-of-
Paradise

Pteridophora alberti

E Superb Bird-of-Paradise Lophorina superba

AE Magnificent Riflebird Ptiloris magnificus

EP Eastern (Growling) 
Riflebird *

P. (magnificus) intercedens

E Black Sicklebill  VU Epimachus fastuosus

E Brown Sicklebill E. meyeri

E Black-billed (Buff-t) Sicklebill Drepanornis albertisi

E Pale-billed Sicklebill  NT D. bruijnii

E Magnificent Bird-of-
Paradise

Diphyllodes magnificus

EW Wilson’s Bird-of-Paradise  NT D. respublica

E King Bird-of-Paradise Cicinnurus regius

E Twelve-wired Bird-of-P. Seleucidis melanoleucus
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							       A    B   C    D    E    F   G
PARADISAEIDAE     Birds-of-Paradise & Manucodes                      

E Greater Bird-of-Paradise Paradisaea apoda

EP Raggiana Bird-of-Paradise P. raggiana

E Lesser Bird-of-Paradise P. minor

EP Goldie’s Bird-of-Paradise  NT P. decora

EW Red Bird-of-Paradise  NT P. rubra

EP Emperor Bird-of-Paradise  NT P. guilielmi

EP Blue Bird-of-Paradise  VU P. rudolphi
\

PETROICIDAE    Australasian Robins   

E Ashy Robin Poecilodryas albiscapularis

E Black-chinned Robin P. brachyura

E Black-sided Robin P. hypoleuca

E Black-throated Robin P. albonotata

E Banded Yellow (Olive-
yellow) Robin  NT

P. placens

E White-winged Robin Peneothello sigillata

EW Smoky Robin P. cryptoleuca

E Blue-grey Robin P. cyanus

E White-rumped Robin P. bimaculata

AE Mangrove Robin Peneoenanthe pulverulenta

AE White-faced Robin Tregellasia leucops

E Green-backed Robin Pachycephalopsis 
hattamensis

E White-eyed Robin P. poliosoma

E Torrent (River) Robin Monachella muelleriana

E Canary Flyrobin Microeca papuana

AE Yellow-legged Flyrobin M. griseoceps

E Olive-yellow Flyrobin M. flavovirescens

AE Lemon-bellied Flyrobin M. flavigaster

AE Jacky Winter M. fascinans

E Garnet Robin Eugerygone rubra

EW Snow Mountain Robin  DD Petroica archboldi

E Mountain Robin P. bivittata

AE Northern Scrub-robin Drymodes superciliaris
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							       A    B   C    D    E    F   G
PETROICIDAE    Australasian Robins   (cont.)                                              

E Greater Ground Robin Amalocichla sclateriana

E Lesser Ground Robin A. incerta

ALAUDIDAE     Larks

B Horsfield’s (Australasian)
Bushlark

Mirafra javanica

PYCNONOTIDAE     Bulbuls

IW Sooty-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus aurigaster

HIRUNDINIDAE     Swallows & Martins   

V Sand Martin Riparia riparia

M Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica

B Pacific Swallow H. tahitica

V Welcome Swallow H. neoxena

V Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica
AE* Tree Martin Petrochelidon nigricans

V Fairy Martin P. ariel

PHYLLOSCOPIDAE     Leaf Warblers

V Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis

B Island Leaf Warbler P. poliocephalus

ACROCEPHALIDAE     Reed Warblers

B* Australasian Reed Warbler * Acrocephalus australis

V Oriental Reed Warbler A. orientalis

MEGALURIDAE    Grassbirds, Locustella Warblers & Songlarks

B Tawny Grassbird Megalurus timoriensis

E Papuan Grassbird * M. (t.) macrurus

E Fly River Grassbird  VU M. albolimbatus

AE Little Grassbird M. gramineus

M Gray’s Grasshopper Warbler Locustella fasciolata

CISTICOLIDAE     Cisticolas & allies

B Zitting (Fan-tailed) Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 

B Golden-headed Cisticola C. exilis
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							       A    B   C    D    E    F   G
ZOSTEROPIDAE     White-eyes                                                                     

B Moluccan (Lemon-b) White-eye Zosterops chloris

E Black-fronted White-eye Z. minor

     White-eye sp.      Z. m. delicatulus

EW Biak White-eye   NT Z. mysorensis

EP Tagula White-eye  DD Z. meeki

E W. Mt. (Capped) White-eye Z. fuscicapilla

    Goodenough White-eye      Z. f. crookshanki

E New Guinea White-eye Z. novaeguineae

EP Louisiades White-eye Z. griseotinctus

STURNIDAE     Starlings & Mynas

B* Metallic (Shining) Starling Aplonis metallica

E Yellow-eyed Starling  NT A. mystacea

AE Singing Starling A. cantoroides

EW Long-tailed Starling A. magna

B Moluccan Starling A. mysolensis

E Yellow-faced Myna Mino dumontii

E Golden Myna M. anais

V Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris

TURDIDAE     Thrushes 

AE Russet-tailed (Scaly) Thrush * Zoothera (heinei) papuensis

B Island Thrush Turdus poliocephalus

MUSCICAPIDAE     Chats & Old World Flycatchers

V Siberian Rubythroat Luscinia calliope

B Pied (Black) Bushchat Saxicola caprata aethiops

V Blue Rock Thrush Monticola (solitarius) philippensis

M Grey-streaked Flycatcher Muscicapa griseisticta

DICAEIDAE     Flowerpeckers

E Olive-crowned 
Flowerpecker *

Dicaeum pectorale

E Red-capped Flowerpecker * D. (p.) geelvinkianum

EP Louisiade Flowerpecker * D. (p.) nitidum

AE Mistletoebird Dicaeum hirundinaceum
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			                                                                          A    B   C    D    E    F   G
NECTARINIIDAE     Sunbirds

B Black Sunbird Leptocoma sericea

B Yellow-bellied (O-b) Sunbird Cinnyris jugularis

      Black-bellied Sunbird *       C. (j.) idenburgi

PASSERIDAE     Sparrows

I House Sparrow Passer domesticus

I Eurasian Tree Sparrow P. montanus

ESTRILDIDAE     Waxbills, Finches & Mannikins (Munias)

E Mountain Firetail Oreostruthus fuliginosus

AE Crimson Finch Neochmia phaeton

B Blue-faced Parrot-Finch Erythrura trichroa

E Papuan Parrot-Finch E. papuana

V Black-faced Mannikin Lonchura molucca

E Streak-headed Mannikin L. tristissima

E White-spotted Mannikin L. (t.) leucosticta

E Grand Mannikin L. grandis

EW Grey-banded Mannikin  VU L. vana

EP Grey-headed Mannikin L. caniceps

E Grey-crowned (White-
crowned) Mannikin

L. nevermanni

E Hooded Mannikin L. spectabilis

AE Chestnut-breasted Mannikin L. castaneothorax

E Black Mannikin  NT L. stygia

EW Black-breasted Mannikin L. teerinki

EP Eastern Alpine Mannikin L. monticola

E Snow Mountain Mannikin L. montana

MOTACILLIDAE     Pipits & Wagtails

M Eastern Yellow Wagtail * Motacilla tschutschensis

        Manchurian Yellow W.            M. t. macronyx

M Green-headed Wagtail * M. taivana

M Grey Wagtail M. cinerea

E New Guinea (Aus.) Pipit * Anthus (australis) exiguus

E Alpine Pipit A. gutturalis
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BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO Additions: 

1. New Britain & New Ireland

Range & Status

BA	 Bismarck Archipelago endemic		 NB	 New Britain endemic only
NI	 New Ireland endemic only		  BS	 Bismarck & Solomon Islands 	
						                       A    B   C    D    E    F   G

BS Melanesian (Volcano) 
Scrubfowl

Megapodius eremita

  V Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata

  V Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula

M/V Beck’s Petrel *  CR Pseudobulweria becki

  V Kermadec Petrel Pterodroma neglecta

  V Christmas Shearwater P. nativitatis

  V Tropical (Audubon’s) Shearwater Puffinus (lherminieri) bailloni

 V Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus

NB Black Honey Buzzard  VU Henicopernis infuscatus

BA Bismarck Variable Goshawk * Accipiter (h.) dampieri
 NB
? NI

Slaty-mantled Goshawk VU Accipiter luteoschistaceus

BA New Britain Sparrowhawk 
VU

A. brachyurus

NB New Britain (Grey-headed) 
Goshawk  VU

A. princeps

NB Pink-legged (New Britain) 
Rail  NT

Rallus insignis

 V Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula

BS Yellow-legged Pigeon  VU Columba pallidiceps

BA Pied Cuckoo-Dove  NT Reinwardtoena browni

NB New Britain Bronzewing  VU Henicophaps foersteri

BS Yellow-bibbed Fruit Dove Ptilinopus solomonensis

BA Knob-billed (Red-knobbed)
Fruit Dove

P. insolitus

BS Red-knobbed 
Imperial Pigeon  NT

Ducula rubricera

BA Finsch’s (Growling) 
Imperial Pigeon   NT         

D. finschii
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                                                                                                                A    B   C    D    E    F   G

BA Black (Bismarck) 
Imperial Pigeon

Ducula melanochroa

Bis 
MA

Yellowish (Yellow-tinted)
Imperial Pigeon *  NT

D. (spilorrhoa) 
subflavescens

NB Blue-eyed Cockatoo VU Cacatua opthalmica

BS Cardinal Lory Chalcopsitta cardinalis

NI White-naped Lory  NT Lorius albidinuchus

BS Green Pygmy-Parrot Micropsitta finschii

BS Song (Singing) Parrot Geoffroyus heteroclitus

BA Bismarck (Green-fronted) 
Hanging Parrot  NT

Loriculus tener

BA Violaceous Coucal NT Centropus violaceus

BA White-necked (Pied) Coucal C. ateralbus

NB Golden Masked Owl  VU Tyto aurantia

NB New Britain Boobook  VU Ninox odiosa

NI New Ireland (Bismarck) 
Boobook

N. solomonis

B White-rumped Swiftlet Aerodramus spodiopygius

BS Mayr’s Swiftlet  DD A. orientalis

BA Bismarck Kingfisher  VU Alcedo websteri

NB Black-capped 
Paradise Kingfisher  VU

Tanysiptera (sylvia) 
nigriceps

NB White-mantled  (New Britain) 
Kingfisher  NT

Todiramphus albonotata

				    PASSERINES

NB New Britain Friarbird Philemon cockerelli

NI New Ireland Friarbird  P. eichhorni

NB New Britain Honeyeater    
(Gilliard’s H.) NT

Vosea whitemanensis

BA Ashy Myzomela Myzomela cineracea

NI Reddish (Red) Myzomela * M. (cruentata) erythrina

NI New Ireland (Olive-yellow )
Myzomela

M. pulchella

NB Black-bellied (New Britain 
Red-headed) Myzomela

M. erythromelas
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                                                                                                               A    B    C    D    E    F    G  

BA White-backed (Bismarck) 
Woodswallow

Artamus insignis

BA Bismarck (Yellow-throated)
Whistler *

Pachycephala (pectoralis)
citreogaster

NI Paradise (Ribbon-t) Drongo Dicrurus megarhynchus

BA Bismarck Fantail Rhipidura dahli

BA Bismarck Pied (Black-
tailed) Monarch

Monarcha verticalis

       Djaul Pied Monarch        M. verticalis ateralba

BA Lesser Shining (Dull)
Flycatcher

Myiagra hebetior eichhorni

      New Britain Torrent 
      Robin *

       Monachella 
       (muelleriana) coultasi

BA Bismarck Crow * Corvus (orru) insularis

BA Bismarck Flyrobin * Microeca sp. nov.

NB Rusty Thicketbird  Megalurulus rubiginosus

NB New Britain Thicketbird 
*  DD

M. (whitneyi) grosvenori

Bis   
MA

Black-headed (Bismarck) 
White-eye 

Zosterops hypoxantha

BS Atoll Starling  NT Aplonis feadensis

BS Long-tailed (Melanesian) 
Myna *

Mino kreffti

NB Black-backed (North 
Melanesian) Thrush NT

Zoothera talaseae talaseae

BA Bismarck (Red-banded)
Flowerpecker

Dicaeum eximium

NI Hunstein’s (Mottled)
Mannikin

Lonchura hunsteini

NI New Hanover Mannikin L. (hunsteini) nigerrima

NI Forbes’s (New Ireland)
Mannikin

L. forbesi

BS Buff-bellied (Bismarck) 
Mannikin

L. melaena
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BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO Additions

2. Manus (Admiralty Islands) & Mussau (St. Matthias Islands)               			 
		
MA	 Admiralty Is. endemic		  MU	 Mussau / St Matthias group endemic	

							       A     B   C   D    E    F    G

V Leach’s Storm Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa

V von Schrenck’s Bittern Ixobrychus eurhythmus

V Bristle-thighed Curlew  VU Numenius tahitiensis
MA 
MU

Meek’s Pygmy Parrot Micropsitta meeki

MA Manus Masked Owl  VU Tyto manusi

MA Manus Boobook Ninox meeki

MA Superb Pitta  VU Pitta superba

MA Manus (White-naped) 
Friarbird

Philemon albitorques

MA Manus Cuckooshrike * Coracina (papuensis) 
ingens

MU Mussau (St. Matthias) 
Triller *

Lalage conjuncta

MA Manus (Admiralty) Fantail  
VU

Rhipidura rufifrons

MU Mussau  Fantail  NT R. matthiae

MU Mussau (White-breasted) 
Monarch  NT

Monarcha menckei

MA Manus (Admiralty Pied)
Monarch  NT

M. infelix

       Mussau Shining 
       Flycatcher *

       Myiagra (hebetior) 
       hebetior

       Mussau Thrush *        Zoothera (heinei) 
       eichhorni
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						                     A    B    C    D    E    F    G
BOUGAINVILLE & BUKA Additions

E     Bougainville endemic				        S     Solomon Is. & Bougainville

  V Providence (Solander’s) Petrel  
VU

Pterodroma solandri

S Sanford’s (Solomons) 
Sea Eagle  VU

Haliaeetus sanfordi

S Pied Goshawk Accipiter albogularis

S Imitator Sparrowhawk  VU A. imitator

S Woodford’s Rail  NT Nesoclopeus woodfordi 
tertius

S Solomons Cockatoo Cacatua ducorpsi

S Meek’s Lorikeet  NT Charmosyna meeki

S Duchess Lorikeet  NT C. margarethae

S Solomons Boobook Ninox jacquinoti eichhorni

S Fearful Owl  VU Nesasio solomonensis

S Cinnamon (Solomon Is,)
Frogmouth *  DD

Rigidipenna inexpectata

S Crested Cuckoo-Dove Reinwardtoena crassirostris

     Solomons Red-Knobbed                         
     Imperial Pigeon *

       Ducula rufigula   
       rufigula

S Pale Mountain Pigeon Gymnophaps solomonensis

S Moustached Kingfisher  VU Actenoides bougainvillei

S Ultramarine Kingfisher Todiramphus leucopygia

S Black-faced Pitta  VU Pitta anerythra

S Red-naped Myzomela Myzomela lafargei

E Bougainville Honeyeater Stresemannia bougainvillei

S Black-bellied Cicadabird   
NT

Coracina holopolia

S North Melanesian 
Cuckooshrike *

C. (caledonica) welchmani

S Yellow-throated Whistler * Pachycephala (pectoralis) 
orioloides

E Bougainville (Hooded) 
Whistler *

Pachycephala (implicata) 
richardsi

S Cockerell’s (White-winged)
Fantail  NT

Rhipidura cockerelli
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				                                                    A    B    C    D   E    F    G

S Brown (Mountain) Fantail Rhipidura drownei

E Bougainville Monarch Monarcha erythrostictus

S Solomons Pied (Black & 
White) Monarch  NT

M. barbatus

S Steel-blue (Solomons Satin) 
Flycatcher

Myiagra ferrocyanea

E Bougainville Crow * Corvus meeki

B Pacific Robin * Petroica multicolor

E Bougainville Thicketbird  
NT

Megalurulus (g.) llaneae

E Bougainville Bush Warbler  
NT * (Odedi) 

Cettia haddeni

S Yellow-throated White-eye Zosterops metcalfii

S Grey-throated White-eye Z. ugiensis

S Brown-winged Starling Aplonis grandis

S White-eyed Starling  EN A. brunneicapilla

I Common (Indian) Myna Acridotheres tristis

S Midget (Solomons)
Flowerpecker

Dicaeum aeneum

Unconfirmed species, requiring documentation / confirmation New Guinea mainland

? Shy Albatross  EN Thalassarche cauta 

? Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus

? Hutton’s Shearwater  EN P. huttoni

? Swinhoe's Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma monorhis

? Christmas Is. Frigatebird  CR Fregata andrewsi

? American Golden Plover Pluvialis dominicanus

? South Polar Skua Catharacta maccormicki

Unconfirmed species, requiring documentation / confirmation
Bismarcks and Bougainville

? Mu Black-footed Albatross Phoebastria nigripes
? NI ? Fiji Petrel Pseudobulweria  macgillivrayi)

?BV Madeiran Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma castro
?BV Black-tailed Gull Larus crassirostris
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Also in this series:
Gregory, Phil (2008) Birds of Australia and its Island Territories: A Checklist. 

Sicklebill Publications # 1, Kuranda.

“Muruk”, the journal of the Papua New Guinea Bird Society is published twice per year and 
subscriptions are available from:  

The Editor (Muruk), 
PO Box 387, 

Kuranda, 
Queensland 4881, 

Australia. 
We welcome papers and notes for submission to Muruk, which can also be sent to this address.

Some statistics of bird diversity from New Guinea:
Certain families are amazingly well represented, particularly Parrots, Kingfishers, Honeyeaters 
and Birds of Paradise. Three families are currently recognized as endemic- 
Melanocharitidae- Berrypeckers and Longbills
Paramythiidae- Tit-Berrypecker and Crested Berrypecker
Cnemophilidae- Satinbirds, formerly somewhat anomalous members of the Birds of Paradise.

Total Bird Species in New Guinea Checklist 884
Total species from mainland and nearby islands 762
Total Endemics in Checklist 431
Total Australasian Endemics AE (exc. vagrants) 122
Endemics of Mainland New Guinea (E) 368
Sub-total endemics for PNG mainland (EP) 31
Sub-total endemics for West Papua (EW) 43
Endemics for Bismarck Archipelago (BA) 46
Sub-total endemics for New Britain (NB) 16
Sub-total endemics for New Ireland (NI) 8
Endemics for Manus (MA) 8
Endemics for Mussau (MU) 3
Endemics for Bougainville (BV) 6
Total species added Bismarcks & Manus/Mussau 79
Total species added Bougainville (& Buka) 37

We are working in partnership with the IOC Checklist committee in discussing the taxonomy 
of New Guinea birds, and also the question of the most appropriate English names. This is an 
on-going evolving and dynamic process and the Checklists will be regularly up-dated as new 
information emerges.
We recommend the International Ornithological Congress (IOC) website where a downloadable 
and frequently up-dated Excel format World Checklist is available:
The IOC World Bird Names Website  www.worldbirdnames.org
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How to Help
The world’s birds are facing an unprecedented crisis in which 1,226 bird species, one species in 
eight, could become extinct in the next 100 years. Of most concern, 190 species are considered 
to have only a 50:50 chance of surviving even the next 10 years. They’re Critically Endangered.
If we act now there is still time to save these bird species.

The main threat to birds is the destruction of habitats they depend on such as forests, grasslands 
and wetlands. Many are destroyed for logging, plantations, agriculture, livestock grazing and 
industry.
Birds also face other problems, such as capture for caged bird trade, pollution, disturbance by 
humans, and introduction of non-native predators like rats, cats and mongooses, which often eat 
young birds and eggs.
We can and should do something to help!

BirdLife International strives to conserve birds, their habitats and global biodiversity. The 
BirdLife Partnership works to safeguard birds and the environment, and to develop ways of 
managing natural resources sustainably.
We also work with governments and decision-makers worldwide to secure the future of as many 
of these species as possible. BirdLife aims to reduce the threatened list by 10% in four years - 
an ambitious target but one which we must strive to meet.
Together for birds and people
By focusing on birds, and the sites and habitats on which they depend, the BirdLife Partnership 
works to improve the quality of life for birds, for other wildlife, and for people too. Our projects 
in some of the world’s most important areas for biological diversity help local people to achieve 
sustainable livelihoods through the managed use of natural resources, so increasing economic 
growth and reducing social inequalities.
We urgently need your help for this work.
How you can help BirdLife:

Preventing extinctions: Saving the world’s most threatened birds. Find out more about how you 
can support BirdLife’s Species Champions initiative.
Donate - your donations are very valuable to us.
Consider pledging a legacy to BirdLife in your will.
Join the BirdLife Partner in your country.
Join World Bird Club.
Join Rare Bird Club.
Visit BirdLife’s Globally Threatened Bird Forums to view and contribute to discussions on the 
evaluation of the IUCN Red List status of endangered species.

BirdLife International
http://www.birdlife.org/

Reporting Sightings
Any sightings of rare and unusual New Guinea species should be reported to the Rare Birds 
Committee of PNG. Detailed field notes and if possible photographs should be submitted. 
Co-ordinators are Phil Gregory sicklebill@optusnet.com.au or www. sicklebillsafaris.com. and 
Guy Dutson guydutson@hotmail.com.
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