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Compiled by Naturalist Journeys host guide James P. Smith with field
observations contributed by our wonderful group; John & Maggie, Mike & Anne,
Bob & Cathy, Scott & Carol, Opal and Kate. Moreover, the sightings of birds and
mammals featured in this report wouldn’t have been possible without the services
our local guides including; Isaias and Henry from Black Rock Lodge, Eduardo and

David from Lamanai Outpost Lodge, and Steve Choco at Tanager Rainforest
Lodge.

This ever-popular tour began with four nights at Black Rock Lodge where, among other sites, we explored
Caracol National Monument and the Mennonite community of Spanish Lookout. We later moved on to Lamanai
Outpost Lodge on the banks of the New River and enjoyed time at Lamanai Maya ruins and Lamanai Savannah,
as well as aspects of village life at Indian Church. The final three days was spent much further south at Tanager
Rainforest Lodge where we were immersed in the beautiful surroundings and family run atmosphere of this
unique property. All three lodges delivered exceptional night safaris with some of the best birds of whole the
tour seen on those trips.

We also had incredible luck with the weather, though it was admittedly fairly hot through most of the trip. Most
precipitation occurred during the night or during the two long transfers in the middle of the tour and never
impacted on the overall schedule.

The ebird species report link details a group list of about 280 species, including some with photos and audio.
Avian highlights included; Yucatan Nightjar, Sungrebe, Jabiru, Agami Heron, Spectacled, Striped and Mottled

Owils, Orange-breasted Falcon, Scarlet Macaw, Mayan Antthrush, Black Catbird and Rose-throated Tanager to
mention just a few.

A further highlight of the tour was the warmth and friendliness of the lodge staff and the Belizean people in
general, a familiar aspect of this trip that will always shine through.

If you click on “Show All Details” on the right side of the ebird list you will see the details of each sighting;
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Non-avian fauna noted on the tour included;
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https://ebird.org/tripreport/478950

MAMMALS (6 species):

Proboscis Bat Rhynchoyceris naso — several seen on the Lamanai night safari on the 24th.

Yucatan Black Howler Monkey Alouatta pigra— heard frequently during the opening two thirds of the trip, and
seen well at the Black Orchid, Caracol National Monument and Lamanai Maya ruins. .

White-nosed Coati Nasua narica — a bold individual visited the feeders several times at Lamanai and there was
another one seen at Red Bank on the 27",

Central American Agouti Dasyprocta punctata— quite easy to see at all three lodges, particularly around the
feeders at Black Rock and the mowed lawns at Tanager Rainforest Lodge.

Deppe’s Squirrel Sciurus deppi — smaller than the Yucatan Gray Squirrel with good views obtained in the forest
at Caracol and especially around the feeders at Tanager Rainforest Lodge.

Yucatan Gray Squirrel Sciurus yucatanensis— random sightings of singles throughout the tour though never
particularly common. Most seen on this tour were dark morphs.

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS (7 species):

Morelet's Crocodile Crocodylus moreletii —two smallish individuals found by Eduardo on the New River during
our visit to Lamanai Outpost Lodge, one of them on the night safari.

Asian House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus — a few found in the cabins at Lamanai and Tanager Rainforest Lodge.
Brown Basilisk Basiliscus vittatus — sometimes seen around the feeders at Black Rock with another well watched
individual at Aguacate Lagoon.

Black Spiny-tailed lIguana Ctenosaura similis — a more ground-dwelling species than the Green Iguana, seemingly
at home around boulder piles and along roadside verges. Seen on at least four days of the trip.

Green lguana Iguana iguana —a common reptile in Belize, we found them at the Belize Botanical Garden,
Tanager Rainforest Lodge and near Blue Creek Village.

Central American Boa Boa imperator — several reports of a single on the jungle trail at Lamania included one
photographed by Kate shedding its skin, and Steve Choco wrestled with a sizeable specimen on the road to Blue
Creek Village on the 26%!

Rose-bellied Lizard Sceloporus variabilis — nice views on this small, attractive species at Green Hills Butterfly
Ranch on the 22nd.

BUTTERFLIES (minimum of 16 species identified) with contributions from John & Maggie Turner, and Scott
Walker:

Banded Peacock Anartia fatima

White Peacock Anartia jatrophae

Pale Owl-Butterfly Caligo telamonius
Common Morpho Morpho helenor
Monarch Danaus plexippus
Crimson-patch Chlosyne janais
Dorantes Longtail Cecropterus dorantes
Mexican Fritillary Euptoieta hegesia
Little Sulphur Eurema lisa

Julia Helliconian Dryas iulia

Postman Heliconius melpomene

Red Rim Biblis hyperia

Blue-eyed Sailor Dynamine dyonis

Dark Apricot Sulphur Phoebis argante
Great Southern White Ascia monuste
Manadarin Nica Nica flavilla
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