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Compiled by guide John Carlson with guide Kent Skaggs. Our clients included clients 

Sue, Dennis, Martha, Bill, Sue, Phil, Janet, Kristen, Pam, Rebecca, and Mary. 

We experienced winter, spring, and summer during our week in Nebraska along the Platte River near Kearney. We 

endured 6 degree F temperatures and a stiff wind early in the morning at the Rowe Sanctuary crane blinds and 

temperatures in the low 80’s while watching cranes rest and bathe in a small pond on the Rowe Sanctuary just a couple 

of days later. We also enjoyed excursions through the Nebraska countryside to observe Greater Prairie Chickens on a lek 

and we observed lots of other wildlife on our way to and from Harlan Reservoir.   

BIRDS 72 species were recorded of which one was heard only, 67 were endemic and 5 were introduced. Details are 

included below. 

The eBird link below details the 7 species of birds our group observed during the tour. If you’re new to eBird, be sure to 

click “Show All Details” on the right side of the list to expand the report and reveal where and when each of the birds 

were seen and how many.  

   

Platte River Cranes: A Migration Spectacular| March 14-20, 2026 | eBird Trip Report 
 

Following is a list of the birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians we were fortunate to observe during the trip. 

Family or Species Common Name: Scientific Name  
 
DUCKS, GEESE, AND WATERFOWL: Anatidae — (21)  
Ross's Goose Anser rossii — A few individuals were observed mixed in with flocks of Snow Geese flying overhead.    
Snow Goose Anser caerulescens — Large flocks were observed on most days in and around Kearney and again at Harlan 
Reservoir.    
Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons — We observed a number of small groups flying overhead along the Platte 
River while watching cranes.  
Cackling Goose Branta hutchinsii — A couple of small flocks were mixed in with the Canada Geese at Cottonmill Park 
near Lincoln.   
Canada Goose Branta canadensis — One of 13 species we observed each day of the trip.    
Wood Duck Aix sponsa — We observed a few individuals on the pond at Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center. 
Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors — We saw this species at Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center and few other locations 
along the Platte River.   
Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata — Shovelers were the most common duck we saw at the Alma sewage settling 
ponds on Thursday.    

https://ebird.org/tripreport/491378
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Gadwall Mareca strepera — We found scattered individuals of this species and a number of locations throughout the 
week.    
American Wigeon Mareca americana — Most individuals of this species were observed at a pond at the edge of Harlan 
Reservoir at Hunter Cove.  
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos — We found this species at many different locations throughout the week.  Mallards were 
probably the most common duck species we observed.    
Northern Pintail Anas acuta — Large flocks of pintails were observed flying along the Platte River early in the week.   
Green-winged Teal Anas crecca — Green-winged Teal were fairly common along the Platte River during the week.   
Canvasback Aythya valisineria — We found a few individuals at the Alma sewage treatment ponds also at a pond along 
the shore of Harlan Reservoir. 
Redhead Aythya americana — We observed a few individuals on the lake at Cottonmill Park in Kearney.   
Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris —  We observed a few individuals on the lake at Cottonmill Park in Kearney and also at 
the Alma sewage treatment ponds.  
Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis — We observed a few individuals on the lake at Cottonmill Park in Kearney and also at the 
Alma sewage treatment ponds. 
Bufflehead Bucephala albeola — Quite a few individuals were observed at the Alma sewage treatment ponds mixed in 
with the other waterfowl. 
Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula — There were a few individuals at the Alma sewage treatment ponds and 
three more flew over the bridge on our last night at the Fort Kearney Hike/Bike trail.    
Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus — A small flock was at the back of a roadside pond on the north shore of 
Harlan Reservoir.   
Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis — A few individuals were foraging with other waterfowl at the Alma sewage treatment 
ponds. 
  
PHEASANTS, GROUSE, AND ALLIES: Phasianidae — (3)   
Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo — Small groups were observed along the interstate at we had three fly across the 
Platte River while watching Sandhill Cranes on Thursday morning. One paused half way across the river on a sandbar 
amidst the cranes.    
Greater Prairie-Chicken Tympanuchus cupido — We observed about 20 males displaying on a lek just northwest of 
Kearney from our comfortable stock trailer blinds. We also observed a few individuals at two different leks along the 
road on our way to Harlan Reservoir.   
Ring-necked Pheasant Phasianus colchicus — A small group was observed flying into dense grass at the Rowe Sanctuary 
during our very cold morning and more individuals were observed on our way to Harlan Reservoir. Another rooster was 
heard crowing on our way to the blinds at Rowe on Thursday morning.    
 
PIGEONS AND DOVES: Columbidae — (3)   
Rock Pigeon Columba livia — Rock Pigeons were regularly observed in and around Kearney.   
Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto — We observed many individuals in and around Kearney, often from our 
hotel lobby.    
Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura — We found a few scattered individuals on most days, often flying by.    
 
RAILS, GALLINULES, AND COOTS: Rallidae — (1)   
American Coot Fulica americana — We found a few individuals at Harlan Reservoir and on the first day at Spring Creek 
Prairie.  
 
CRANES: Gruidae — (1)   
Sandhill Crane Antigone canadensis — The star of the show. There were approximately half a million cranes along the 
Platte River while we were there and we observed a significant portion of that total. We enjoyed observing cranes on 
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cold mornings in the frozen Platte River and hot afternoons flying over in large flocks or resting and bathing in a pond. 
Sandhill Cranes were a constant presence during our time along the Platte River.   
 
PLOVERS AND LAPWINGS: Charadriidae — (1)   
Killdeer Charadrius vociferus — The most common shorebird we observed. We found them each day of the trip.   
 
SANDPIPERS AND ALLIES: Scolopacidae — (1)   
Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca — A few individuals were found along the Platte River from the crane blinds.   
 
GULLS, TERNS, AND SKIMMERS: Laridae — (1)    
Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis — We observed scattered individuals and small groups throughout the week.   
  
CORMORANTS AND SHAGS: Phalacrocoracidae — (1)   
Double-crested Cormorant Nannopterum auritum — We found some cormorants flying by while we were in the parking 
lot of the Archway Museum.    
 
HERONS, EGRETS, AND BITTERNS: Ardeidae — (1)   
Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias — We found a few individuals building nests in a dead cottonwood along the shore of 
Harlan Reservoir and a few other individuals early in the week.    
 
PELICANS: Pelecanidae — (1)   
American White Pelican Pelecanus erythrorhynchos — We had distant views of a few individuals flying along the shore 
of Harlan Reservoir.  
  
HAWKS, EAGLES, AND KITES: Accipitridae — (3)   
Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus — We only saw a couple individuals of this species and never had good looks.   
Cooper’s Hawk Astur cooperii —  We found a couple of pairs during the week. One pair at Cottonmill Park and another 
pair near Harlan Reservoir.  
Northern Harrier Circus hudsonius — A few individuals were observed at a few locations on the last two days of the trip.  
Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus — A few individuals were observed on the Platte River with the cranes and a few 
more were observed near Harlan Reservoir.    
Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis — The most common raptor we observed during the week. We found them 
scattered throughout the area. 
 
OWLS: Strigidae — (1)   
Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus — One individual was observed on a nest just south of Kearney on our way back to 
Kearney from Harlan Reservoir.   
 
KINGFISHERS: Alcedinidae — (1)   
Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon — Two individuals were perched on a dead snag just downstream from the bridge 
over the Platte River on the Fort Kearney Hike/Bike trail.    
 
WOODPECKERS: Picidae — (3)   
Red-bellied Woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus — One was observed at the Methodist Cove campground at Harlan 
Reservoir and another was heard at the Fort Kearney Hike/Bike trail.   
Downy Woodpecker Dryobates pubescens — A few were observed or heard throughout the week, with most 
observations at the Rowe Sanctuary.   
Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus — We observed or heard flickers on most days of the trip in a number of locations.   
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FALCONS AND CARACARAS: Falconidae — (2)   
American Kestrel Falco sparverius — We found a few individuals on our way too and from Harlan Reservoir including a 
male that come close by during a stop at the Prairie Dog Waterfowl Production Area.   
Merlin Falco columbarius — One individual was observed at the farmhouse where we gathered for our prairie chicken 
viewing and other individual was observed at the bridge on the Fort Kearney Hike/Bike trail.   
  
TYRANT FLYCATCHERS: Tyrannidae — (1)   
Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe — We heard one phoebe at the Harlan Reservoir visitors center and then were able to 
hear and see another individual later that day along the edge of the reservoir at Methodist Cove.   
 
CROWS, JAYS, AND MAGPIES: Corvidae — (2)   
Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata — We observed a couple of individuals at a wooded section on our way to Harlan 
Reservoir.    
American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos — We only found a couple of individuals during the week.    
  
NUTHATCHES: Sittidae — (1)   
Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis — We heard and then found one individual across the street from the visitors 
center at Harlan Reservoir. 
 
WRENS: Troglodytidae — (1)   
Carolina Wren Thryothorus ludovicianus — We heard one individual singing at Harlan Reservoir.   
 
STARLINGS: Sturnidae — (1)   
European Starling Sturnus vulgaris — Starlings were commonly observed in many areas throughout the trip.   
 
THRUSHES AND ALLIES: Turdidae — (2)   
Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis — We observed a few individuals at the visitors center at Harlan Reservoir and also foraging 
in a recent burn at Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center.   
American Robin Turdus migratorius — We found large numbers of American Robins at many locations throughout the 
week. They seemed to be everywhere.   
 
WAXWINGS: Bombycillidae — (1)   
Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum — Most were observed in Cottonmill Park.    
 
OLD WORLD SPARROWS: Passeridae — (1)   
House Sparrow Passer domesticus — Commonly found at feeders at the sanctuaries and in towns during the week.  
 
FINCHES, EUPHONIAS, AND ALLIES: Fringillidae — (2)   
House Finch Haemorhous mexicanus — We found a few individuals at various locations throughout the week.   
American Goldfinch Spinus tristis — A few individuals were observed at feeders at Rowe Sanctuary.  
 
NEW WORLD SPARROWS: Passerellidae — (4)   
American Tree Sparrow Spizelloides arborea — Large flocks were observed at a few locations throughout the week. 
Probably the most numerous sparrow we observed.    
Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis — Many small scattered flocks at various locations throughout the week. Most were 
observed at Cottonmill Park.  
White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys — Most were observed along the route to Harlan Reservoir at a spot 
with lots of shrubby vegetation along the road.   
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Harris's Sparrow Zonotrichia querula —  Most were observed along the route to Harlan Reservoir at a spot with lots of 
shrubby vegetation along the road with a few individuals at other locations along the Platte River.  
Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia — Scattered individuals were observed each day of the trip.   
 
TROUPIALS AND ALLIES: Icteridae — (6)   
Yellow-headed Blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus — There were a few individuals in a large mixed species flock 
at the Crane Trust center and another at Rowe Sanctuary.   
Western Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta — A number of individuals were observed or heard at various locations 
throughout the week. 
Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna — We found a couple of individuals at Spring Creek Prairie.   
Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus — Large flocks and scattered individuals were observed at many locations 
throughout the week.   
Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater — We observed a small group in the top of the cottonwoods near the parking 
area of the Fort Kearney Hike/Bike trail on our last evening.    
Common Grackle Quiscalus quiscula — We found a few individuals mixed in with other blackbirds at the feeders at the 
Crane Trust center on our first day and a few other individuals later in the week. 
 
NEW WORLD WARBLERS: Parulidae — (1)   
Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata — One individual was observed along the Fort Kearney Hike/Bike trail on 
our way to the bridge on our last evening.   
 
CARDINALS AND ALLIES: Cardinalidae — (1)   
Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis — We heard many more Northern Cardinals than we saw, although the close 
looks of a male at the Harlan Reservoir visitors center and a male lit up by the evening sun at the bridge on the Fort 
Kearney Hike/Bike trail were memorable.   
  
MAMMALS: — (8)   
Woodchuck Marmota monax — A quick view on the roadside near Harlan Reservoir. 
Muskrat Odantra zibethicus  — A couple of individuals were observed during the week. One at Spring Creek Prairie and 
another along the shoreline of Harlan Reservoir. 
Black-tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys ludovicianus  — We observed many individuals at a couple of prairie dog towns on our 
way to Harlan Reservoir. 
Thirteen-lined Ground Squirrel Ictidomys tridecemlineatus — A few individuals were observed near a parking area at the 
Funk Waterfowl Production Area (WPA). 
Fox Squirrel Sciurus niger — A number of individuals were observed during the week, including a few melanistic 
individuals. 
Eastern Cottontail Sylvilagus virginianus — Observed one during the trip.  
White-tailed Deer Odocoileus virginianus — A few individuals were observed along the Platte River.   
Common Raccoon Procyon lotor — One injured individual was observed along our route to Harlan Reservoir.   

 

REPTILES: — (1)   

Painted Turtle Chrysemys picta — About five individuals were observed sunning on a log in a pond near Harlan 
Reservoir. 

 


