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Compiled by guide Robert Petty with local guide Jose Armando Obando Sanchez.
Our clients included Jim, Marty, Craig, Barbara, Ted, Ellen, Doug, Ruth Ann,
Carolyn, and Mary.

Costa Rica packs an astonishing amount of biodiversity into a country smaller than West Virginia. Positioned
between two oceans, crossed by major mountain ranges, and sitting squarely in the tropics, it is a crossroads of
North and South American flora and fauna. Dramatic elevation gradients—from sea level to over 12,000 feet—
create an array of habitats in a remarkably compact space.

For birders, that means more than 900 species in a country that can be crossed in half a day. Caribbean lowland
rainforest, Pacific dry forest, foothill slopes, and high-elevation cloud forest each host their own avian
communities. Over the course of twelve days, our group experienced that ecological richness firsthand.

During the tour we sampled a cross-section of these habitats by visiting several of Costa Rica’s classic birding
locations. We began in the Central Valley with birding in the gardens of Hotel Bougainvillea, where ornamental
plantings and remnant woodland attract a surprising diversity of species. From there we climbed into the high-
elevation oak and cloud forests of the Talamanca Mountains, exploring the Paraiso Quetzal area and the Savegre
Valley, prime habitat for Resplendent Quetzal and other montane specialties. Descending to the Caribbean
slope, we spent time in the foothill rainforest around Rancho Naturalista before continuing to the Caribbean
lowland rainforest of La Selva Biological Station. Finally, we crossed to the Pacific slope dry forest and coastal
habitats around La Ensenada Lodge on the Gulf of Nicoya, where mangroves, wetlands, and open ranchland host
a very different avifauna. Together these sites allowed us to experience a remarkable range of Costa Rica’s
ecosystems and see an incredible array of bird species within a single journey.

BIRDS: 313 species were recorded of which 7 were heard only, 36 were regional endemics and 1 was
introduced.

The eBird link below details the 313 species of birds our group observed during the tour. If you're new to eBird,
be sure to click “Show All Details” on the right side of the list to expand the report and reveal where and when
each of the birds were seen and how many.
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https://ebird.org/tripreport/484025

The following is a list of additional mammal, reptile, and amphibian species we were fortunate enough to find
during the entire trip, including the Pacific Coast extension.

MAMMALS (12):

Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth Bradypus variegatus
Hoffmann’s Two-toed Sloth Choloepus hoffmanni
Honduran White Bat Ectophylla alba

Central American Agouti Dasyprocta punctata
Mexican Hairy Dwarf Porcupine Coendou mexicanus
Variegated Squirrel Sciurus variegatoides

Red-tailed Squirrel Sciurus granatensis

Central American Spider Monkey Ateles geoffroyi (Heard only)
Mantled Howler Monkey Alouatta palliata
White-throated Capuchin Cebus capucinus
White-nosed Coati Nasua narica

Collared Peccary Pecari tajacu

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS (12):

Spectacled Caiman Caiman crocodilus
American Crocodile Crocodylus acutus
Black River Turtle Rhinoclemmys funerea
Asian House Gecki (1) Hemidactylus frenatus
Green Spiny Lizard Sceloporus malachiticus
Black Spiny-tailed Iguana Ctenosaura similis
Green lguana Iguana iguana

Common Basilisk Basiliscus basiliscus
Middle American Ameiva Holocosus festivus
Eyelash Viper Bothriechis schlegelii
Strawberry Poison Dart Frog Oophaga pumilio
Giant Toad Rhinella horribilis
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