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August 16, 2025  Kangerlusuq | Boarded Ship | Arctic Circle 
We boarded our flight from Toronto to Kangerlusuq early in the morning. The clouds parted as we descended 
over Greenland and we got our first glimpse of mountains and glaciers as we followed Kangerlusuq Fiord to the 
airfield where we landed and proceeded through customs and immigra@on. Our first Greenland bird was a 
couple of Common Ravens that flew over as we got off the plane. We then boarded a bus for a quick trip to the 
landing spot where we were transported to our home for the next couple of weeks - the Ocean Endeavor. While 
wai@ng for our ride to the ship on the Zodiacs we got views of Snow Bun@ngs and a couple of Northern 
Wheatears. As we completed our ship orienta@on, safety drill, and dinner the ship sailed down Kangerlusuq Fiord 
and we observed a couple of distant Glaucous Gulls, our first of many. The sun con@nued to shine late into the 
night while we headed off to bed for our first night onboard.  
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August 17, 2025. Sisimiute | Inuit Art | Snow Buntings 
Today we visited Sisimiute, our first visit to a Greenland town. We were able to wander around town and see a 
few Snow Bun@ngs flying between the houses and a couple of Lapland Longspurs too. We visited the local 
cultural center, enjoyed a sampling of local foods, and enjoyed the numerous examples of Inuit art on display 
throughout the community. There were some waterfowl on the lake at the cultural center and although we had 
hoped for something a bit more exo@c on our first Greenland stop, they turned out to be a bird we had all seen 
before - Mallards! But were treated to a couple of Red-throated Loons calling as the flew over town. We did find 
a number of Lesser Black-backed Gulls and Iceland Gulls in the harbor too.  
 
August 18, 2025  Eqip Sermia | Tundra | Red-throated Loons 
We ventured into the area known as Eqip Sermia today and along the way we observed some Great Cormorant 
colonies with a couple of birds around even this late in the breeding season. We made a landing on a small rocky 
peninsula near the mouth of a large river and took a walk to the end of the peninsula over the tundra. The 
landing was lined with a rock wall of twisted stone and the tundra was full of Crowberries and occasionally some 
mushrooms. Red-throated Loons were calling and flying over us and there were a few Lapland Longspurs hiding 
in the tundra. A large flock of Long-tailed Ducks were along the shoreline near the mouth of the river. Some of us 
were able to see a Rock Ptarmigan on a longer walk here. 
 
August 19, 2025 Qeqertarsuaq | King Eiders | Icebergs 
Qeqertarsuaq (Godhaven) is the name of the largest seYlement on Qegertarsuaq Island (Disko Island). Prior to 
departing the ship we were able to spend some time watching the gulls in the harbor. We were able to find few 
Great Black-backed Gulls in amongst the large flocks of Glaucous and Iceland Gulls. The nominate Iceland Gulls 
in Greenland are the palest subspecies and it was a bit frustrating to realize just how difficult it was at times to 
separate this species from the similarly pale Glaucous Gulls. After arriving in town we walked towards a nearby 
waterfall along a black sand beach with large icebergs parked just offshore. We were able to get good looks at a 
couple of winter plumage King Eiders foraging in the surf and a Long-tailed Duck in the same area. Arctic Poppies 
were still blooming along the walk. Upon returning to town we were able to visit the local museum and 
appreciate the colorful buildings as we looked for Snow Buntings, Lapland Longspurs, and Redpolls. After our 
tour of town we boarded the ship and on our way the captain took us on a tour of the large icebergs looming 
just offshore.  
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August 20, 2025 Black-legged Kittiwakes | Qegertarsuaq | Davis Strait  
We made a landing on Qegertarsuaq (Disko Island) this morning and we were turned loose to wander across the 
tundra at the end of a large ridge. We had Common Loons calling and flying around us and Lapland Longspurs 
fli\ng across the tundra around us. It was a cloudy and moody day that added to the feeling of being in an old 
land with a large Black-legged Ki\wake colony on a large cliff across the bay. We headed out into the Davis Strait 
in the a]ernoon and had a small flock of Ruddy Turnstones and a Red-necked Phalarope follow the wake of the 
ship for a bit. We also hosted a large following of Black-legged Ki\wakes and Northern Fulmars as we made our 
way west. We had a Pomarine Jaeger cross our path and a Northern Wheatear paused its migra@on to Africa for 
a bit to rest on the ship.  
 
August 21, 2025 Dovekie | Baffin Bay | Northern Fulmars 
We spent the day making our way across Baffin Bay and thankfully it was a rather smooth crossing. We observed 
many Dovekies and Thick-billed Murres in the water during the day along with large groups of Harp Seals 
popping out of the water. We were once again followed closely by large numbers of Northern Fulmars and we 
got to observe our only Long-tailed Jaeger of the trip. This was the only day we did not observe a Glaucous Gull! 
 
August 22, 2025 Mittimatalik | Snow Buntings | Cultural Show 
We visited the village of Mi\matalik (Pond Inlet) today and we enjoyed a tour of the town. We also aYended a 
cultural demonstra@on where we were treated to demonstra@ons of Inuit games, throat singing, tradi@onal 
clothing, and dances. We observed a few Snow Bun@ngs and Lapland Longspurs around town along with the 
obligatory Common Ravens. We did find our first “Thayers” Iceland Gull of the trip at the waterfront.  
 
August 23, 2025 Cape Hay | Thick-billed Murre | Dovekies 
This morning we slowly sailed past the impressive bird nes@ng cliffs at Cape Hay on Devon Island. Even this late 
in the season it was impressive. Thick-billed Murres zoomed past the ship - some loaded with fish heading to 
their cliff edge nests and others were heading out to sea to feed. We even observed a few male murres with 
their chicks swimming their way to their wintering grounds in Baffin Bay. Black-legged Ki\wakes were also 
tending nests on the cliffs and Black Guillemots were in the mix of seabirds too. In the a]ernoon we started  
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encountering lots of sea ice and icebergs and a few people managed to find our first Polar Bear before it 
disappeared into the large landscape. A bit later we took a Zodiac cruise in sea ice and it was apparent from the 
seal carcasses le] on the ice that there were other bears in the area. During the cruise we were also able to see 
Dovekies up close as they foraged around the ice edges.   
 
August 24, 2025. Beechy Island | Franklin Expedition |  
Today we landed on Beechy Island on a barren cobble beach. This is the loca@on where the ill fate Franklin 
Expedi@on spent their first winter and our stop here was to visit the gravesites of three expedi@on members that 
died during that winter. Our visit was rather quick because of the looming fog and an@cipated wind. Birds were 
becoming no@ceably more scarce today as we moved further away from Baffin Bay into the Northwest Passage.  

 
August 25, 2025 Maxwell Bay | Arctic Hares | Jaegers 
Today we landed at Maxwell Bay where we were lucky to observe pair of Arc@c Hares that stuck close to each 
other as they moved their way along the ridge above us. There were large flocks of of ki\wakes and fulmars 
feeding in the bay and they were occasionally interrupted by a few Pomarine Jaegers. Thayer’s Gulls and 
Glaucous Gulls also foraged close to shore. 
 
August 26, 2025 Prince Leopold Island | Polar Bear | Black Guillemots 
This morning we made our way along the towering cliffs of Prince Leopold Island, one of the most important 
loca@ons for breeding seabirds in the Canadian Arc@c. Once again we were treated to the spectacle of large 
numbers of Thick-billed Murres, Black-legged Ki\wakes, Black Guillemots, and Northern Fulmars swirling around 
the cliffs that towered above us. This @me we were also entertained by a Polar Bear slowly making his way along 
the beach below the cliffs. In the a]ernoon we move a bit south to Leopold Harbor, a historic loca@on for Inuit 
people and polar explorers. Black Guillemots were flying back and forth around point with fish in their bills as 
they headed to a nearby breeding colony and a flock of Snow Geese made their was south over us. There were a 
couple of Parasi@c Jaegers around too.  
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August 27, 2025  Peel Sound | Zodiac Cruise | Red-throated Loon 
We were onboard the ship most of the day as we made our way through Peel Sound. We had a late Zodiac cruise 
in wind but did not see much for wildlife other than a pair of Red-throated Loons that flew over the Zodiac and 
another Parasi@c Jaeger. We were able to find a distant pod of Beluga Whales moving along the shoreline prior 
to our cruise. 
 
August 28, 2025. Musk Ox | Wind | Glaucous Gull 
Today was a foggy and windy day with only three species observed - Parasi@c Jaeger, Glaucous Gull, and 
Northern Fulmar. We did observe our one and only Muskox for the trip at the head of the bay we were in during 
the morning, otherwise it was a tough day for finding wildlife.  
 
August 29, 2025.  Cambridge Bay | Waterfowl | Pacific Loons 
Today we made a visit to the community of Inuinnaqtun (Cambridge Bay). We enjoyed a long entry into harbor 
with flocks of Snow Geese and Cackling Geese flying south and Pacific Loons and eiders in bay. We had a nice 
visit in town and observed a lot of birds - flocks of Redpolls, Lapland Longspurs, Snow Bun@ngs, White-crowned 
Sparrow. Brant, Long-tailed Duck, Greater White-fronted Geese and Sandhill Cranes foraged in the dump behind 
the pond and there were plenty of Common Ravens around town. We enjoyed another sampling of local foods 
and wonderful cultural exhibits and cra]s.  
 
August 30, 2025 and August 31, 2025 Wind | Sandhill Cranes | Snow Geese 
August 30th dawned with lots of fog and wind. We wound up anchored just off the coast of Murray Island in the 
a]ernoon and throughout the next day as we waited out the intense storm. Only a few birds were observed 
during these days including the now usual Glaucous Gulls and some distant Common Eiders along the shoreline. 
A few flocks of Snow Geese and a flock of Sandhill Cranes were observed taking advantage of the wind to catch a 
ride south. The outside decks were closed for a good por@on of both days.  
 
Sept 1, 2025. Kugluktuk | Gyrfalcon | Yellowknife 
We arrived at Kugluktuk early in the morning and a]er gathering all of our stuff onboard we boarded our Zodiacs 
for one last trip as we were ferried to town. We had a few hours before our flight le] so we were able to wander 
around town looking for birds and visi@ng the local museum. Kugluktuk provided the most diverse bird life of the 
trip including a Short-eared Owl and Gyrfalcon flying around town and some unexpected and interes@ng 
passerines like an American Robin, a Savannah Sparrow, a couple of Yellow Warblers, and White-crowned 
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Sparrows. There was even a very distant Snowy Owl si\ng on an offshore island being harassed by the local 
Glaucous Gulls. We were finally able to board our charter flight to Yellowknife and were treated to wonderful 
aerial views of the coastal tundra as we headed south. A]er our arrival in smokey Yellowknife and ge\ng seYled 
into our hotel, a few of us did a walk around the nearby Niven Lake where we observed a number of species 
associated with the boreal forest such as the Boreal Chickadee and Cape May Warbler. There were a number of 
waterfowl on the lake and we even saw a Red Fox strolling through a nearby parking lot. Black-billed Magpies 
were a somewhat unexpected species to see at the northern extent of their distribu@on. We all had our different 
departure schedules for the next day and we said our goodbyes and headed off to sleep.  
 

Photos by John Carlson: Glaucous Gull, Iceberg, Group, Scenic,  Black-legged Kittiwake, Scenic, Northern Fulmar, immature 
Black-legged Kittiwake, King Eider, Polar Bear, Dovekie, Black Guillemot  


