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Costa Rica is a place of extraordinary biological diversity in a remarkably small area. This West Virginia-sized country holds 

over 900 bird species and an equally impressive array of mammals, reptiles, and amphibians, distributed across a mosaic 

of habitats that range from Pacific mangrove estuaries to cloud-draped mountain forests to vast freshwater wetlands of 

the northern lowlands. Our itinerary covered several distinct habitats, each with its own character and its own set of 

wildlife highlights. 

One of the first wild adventures we shared was on the pacific coast. We took a boat trip through the mangrove channels 

of the Tarcoles River, one of Costa Rica's most accessible and bird-rich wetland sites. This tour of the mangal allowed us 

to get great views of Roseate Spoonbills, Yellow-crowned Night-Herons, Anhingas, Bare-Throated Tiger Herons, various 

species of Kingfishers, Scarlet Macaws and the Mangrove Hummingbird — a Costa Rican endemic tied closely to the 

mangrove. The river also supports a large and visible population of American Crocodiles, which bask on the sandbars in 

considerable numbers.  

Continuing on, we spent a morning at Carara National Park before continuing to the mountainous region of the country. 

Here we would spend time in the forests protected by the Monteverde and Santa Elena Reserves. These highlands straddle 

the continental divide in the Tilarán Mountains where the Atlantic and Pacific weather systems collide to keep the forest 

perpetually moist and cloud-laden. Birds of note in this zone include the Resplendent Quetzal, Three-wattled Bellbird, 

Long-tailed Manakin, Emerald Toucanet, Violet Sabrewing, Collared Redstart, and Prong-Billed Barbet among the many 

additional cloud forest residents. Mammals are well represented too — Howler monkeys and White-Faced capuchins were 

spotted or heard several times on our journey.  

From Monteverde and Santa Elena, we maintained our elevation and traveled north to Tenorio Volcano National Park. This 

park is known for harboring old-growth rainforest on the flanks of an active volcanic complex in the northwest of the 

country. It is also well known for the Rio Celeste, whose striking turquoise color results from volcanic minerals leaching 

into the water. Forest birds we observed here included Purple-Crowned Fairy, Cocoa Woodcreeper, Rufous-Winged 

Woodpecker, Green Honeycreeper and the Carmiol’s Tanager. This was also the day we saw the Green Vine Snake and one 

of the five species of Coral Snakes that occur in Costa Rica. 

Our final major destination, Caño Negro, sits in the lowlands near the Nicaraguan border, where the Río Frío feeds a 

seasonal lake and an extensive system of wetland channels.  Its climate and ecology are heavily influenced by 

the Caribbean side due to its proximity to the humid Caribbean lowlands and the San Juan River basin. The waterbird 

concentrations here can be remarkable. We were fortunate to see Jabirus— the largest flying birds in the Western 

Hemisphere — Limpkin, American Pygmy Kingfisher, Boat-Billed Heron, all three ibis species: Green, Glossy and White and 

the Black-Collared Hawk. We spotted many Spectacled Caimans and at least one American Crocodile.  
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BIRDS: We encountered 245 species of birds, of which 14 were regionally endemic, 2 were endemic and 2 were 

introduced. Details are highlighted in the ebird list that can be found by accessing the eBird link below. If you’re new to 

eBird, be sure to click “Show All Details” on the right side of the list to expand the report and reveal where and when 

each of the birds were seen and how many.  

Costa Rica Birding and Nature | March 18-28, 2026 | eBird Trip Report 

 

Following is a list of the mammals, reptiles and amphibians we were fortunate to observe during the trip.  

MAMMALS:  — (10)  

Proboscis Bat Rhynchonycteris naso — A fantastic sighting! We observed a group of about 20 of these small bats roosting 

on the underside of the large limb as we climbed the boat ramp after our first boat excursion in the Caño Negro 

Wetlands.  

Central American Agouti Dasyprocta punctata — We observed this species 3 times: Carara National Park, near 

Monteverde and Santa Elena Reserve.  

Variegated Squirrel Sciurus variegatoides — Our most common squirrel, seen in multiple places after the first couple of 

days.  We got good looks at this squirrel in several locations on the trip.   

Red-tailed Squirrel Sciurus granatensis — This squirrel species with a reddish tail was only observed at our post lunch 

rest and bird stop on the final drive back to San Jose. 

Central American Spider Monkey Ateles geoffroyi—We observed these agile monkeys jumping and leaping through the 

forest canopy at the Natural Lodge in Caño Negro. We spotted them on the afternoon we arrived and both mornings we 

spent there.  

White-throated Capuchin Cebus capucinus — We observed this species of monkey at Cerro Lodge coming down from a 

large tree, walking along the balcony railing and grabbing some morsels of food from the feeder. We also spotted them 

at Carara National Park, Monteverde, and on the road near Tenorio National Park.  

Mantled Howler Monkey Alouatta palliata — We heard this species multiple times while on both the Caribbean side 

and the Pacific side. Their thunderous roar was a common sound in those areas. We saw this primate in a few locations, 

but heard the way more frequently.  

Crab-eating Raccoon Procyon cancrivorus — We observed this species once, while on the boat trip on the Tarcoles River.  

They were walking on the mudflats on the edge of the mangroves.  

White-nosed Coati Nasua narica — We observed this species several times from the van on the side of the road as well 

as from trails in Carara National Park, Monteverde Reserve, Santa Elena and along the Tenorio Road near the National 

Park. 

Coyote Canus latrans — This species was heard ‘yipping’ in the distance at the start of our walk in Monteverde.  

  

REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS:  — (13)  

Spectacled Caiman Caiman crocodilus — We observed this small Caiman while on the on the Caribbean side on our 

way to Natural Lodge and the Río Frío boat tour, both in Caño Negro.  

American Crocodile Crocodylus acutus —We observed a few individuals while on the Tarcoles River and Río Frío boat 

tours.  

Yellow-eared Turtle Trachemys scripta — We observed this species once throughout the trip, with two individuals 

spotted on the Río Frío boat tour, both resting on a tree branch emerging from the river.  

Black Spiny-tailed Iguana Ctenosaura similis — We observed this species while on the Pacific side on the Jungle 

Crocodile Safari and at Cerro Lodge.  

https://ebird.org/tripreport/490161
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Green Iguana Iguana iguana — We observed this large green Iguana at several locations throughout the trip, most 

notably perhaps at the roadside lunch spot/souvenir/ice cream shop in the way to Caño Negro on our 7th day.  

Eyelash Viper- Bothriechis schlegelii— A surprise sighting that we observed after walking right by it on our night walk in 

search of the Red-eyed Tree Frog.  

Side-striped Pit Viper Bothriechis lateralis — A fantastic sighting: we observed this bright green snake curled up on a 

tree branch while at the Monteverde Reserve. This was the snake the park ranger was guarding.   

Costa Rican Coral Snake Micrurus mosquitensis — We observed this species on the side of the trail in a root ball in 

Tenorio National Park.  

Masked Tree Frog Triprion spinosus — We observed this frog once in a small pond on the night hike at Celeste Mountain 

Lodge near Tenorio National Park 

Red-eyed Tree Frog Agalychnis callidryas — We observed several of these strikingly colored frogs once throughout the 

trip, in the vegetation near the pond on the night hike at Celeste Mountain Lodge near Tenorio National Park 

 

Insects: (5)  

Monarch Butterfly Danaus Plexippus — This butterfly species was a common sight while at the Hotel Bougainvillea 

gardens.  

Transvestite Rove Beetle—This was the crazy insect we were ogling at Tenorio National Park with the incredibly intricate 

pattern and yellow elements on the tail.  

Orange-kneed Taraentla Brachypelma hamorii — This large spider was seeing hiding under a rock while on the night 

hike at Rancho Nautralista.  

Leafcutter Ants Formicidae species — We observed this species throughout the trip, many times having to carefully step 

over their highways as they brought leaves back to their nest.  

Unknown Grasshopper—Order Orthoptera We observed a tremendous grasshopper sitting on top of the overturned 

glasses at Cerro Lodge 
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