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Local Guides Koichi Takumi & Bryan Shirley with NJ Guide Kent Skaggs
Our clients included: Loretta, Carol, Cathy, Penny, Wendi, Gene, Rita, Clifton,
& Margaret

Awesome trip to Southern Japan timed to coincide with the Sakura (Cherry Blossoms). We spent the first week
in Kyushu and hit the sakura bloom just perfect! One of the highlights of the Kyushu portion of the trip was
seeing dozens of Japanese Murrelets off the coast near Hyuga. This time of year shorebird migration was in full
swing and we had an incredible number of birds on the shore of Ariake Sea near Saga. After Kyushu we visited 3
southern Islands hoping to see the endemics of each island. We started on Amami Oshima and did well seeing
the endemic birds and the endemic Black Rabbit. Our next stop was Okinawa where we picked up the Okinawa
Rail, Okinawa Woodpecker, and Okinawa Robin. Our last stop was Ishigaki. Ishigaki is home to the Iriomote Tit,
Crested Serpent Eagle (Ryukyu subspecies), and several other key species. The beautiful beaches, palm trees,
and relaxed island feel were the perfect ending to our trip!

BIRDS 155 species were recorded. Details are included below.
The eBird link below details the 158 species of birds our group observed during the tour. If you're new to eBird,

be sure to click “Show All Details” on the right side of the list to expand the report and reveal where and when
each of the birds were seen and how many.

Spring In Japan: The Southern Islands| April 1-14, 2026 | eBird Trip Report

Following is a list of the mammals, reptiles and amphibians, etc we were fortunate to observe during the trip.

MAMMALS: (3)

Rabbits: Leporidae

Amami Black Rabbit Pentalagus furnessi — Very interesting species endemic to Amami Island. We saw several
on our night drive

Flying Foxes: Petropodidae
Ryukyu Flying Fox Pteropus dasymallus —Voted favorite of the trip by one participant. We saw them flying
around both of our nights on Ishigaki

Wolves, Foxes, & Jackals: Canidae
Japanese Racoon Dog Nyctereuted viverrinus One briefly ran across the mountain road as we were exploring
above Huyga, Kyushu
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https://ebird.org/tripreport/496134

REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS: (7)

Okinawa Pitviper Ovophis okibavensis — Seen from the vehicles on our night drive on Amami

Sakishima Odd-toothed Snake Lycodon rufozonatus — On our walk after dark on Ishigaki

Marine Toad Bufo marinus

Ishigaki Wart Frog Fejervarya sakishimensis

Otton’s Frog Babina subaspera

Sword-tailed Newt Cynops ensicuada - Both newts were seen on Amami, mainly at the Amami Natural Forest
Anderson’s Crocodile Newt Echinotriton andersoni

Butterflies: (11)

Blue Pansy
Spangle

Common Bluebottle
Great Orangetip
Tropical Fritillary
Common Map
Peacock Pansy
Common Eggfly
Constable

Indian Awkling
Ryukyu Bushbrown

Other: (4)

Barred Mudskipper
Fiddler Crab
Coconut Crab
Hermit Crab
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