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Compiled by guide Barb Jording with local guide Gerard Gorman. Our clients included 

Philine, Susan M, Jim M, Brian, Fay, Susan L, Jody, Maryann, Jim S, Liz, Robin. 

Leaving Zagreb, we began birding in mixed forest and alpine habitats (2600 ft and above), where target species included 

Northern Nutcracker, Coal Tit, Crested Tit, Fieldfare, Ring Ouzel, Goldcrest, and Common Firecrest. 

In the Kupa River Basin, fields and marshes held White Stork, Black Stork, Northern Lapwing, Eurasian Spoonbill, 

Garganey, Ferruginous Duck, and a soaring White-tailed Eagle. 

Crossing toward the Velebit Mountains and the Dalmatian Coast, a stop near Knin produced White-throated Dipper, 

Blue Rock Thrush, and Gray Wagtail, with Alpine Swift overhead, reminding us that spring migration was fully underway. 

Coastal lakes and wetlands added Montagu’s Harrier, Squacco Heron, Kentish Plover, Pygmy Cormorant, Ruff, and Little 

Grebe. 

Traveling through a variety of elevations and habitats in Croatia provided opportunities, with the help of our guide 

Gerard, to find many of the sought after Croatian species including Eurasian Wryneck, Black Woodpecker, Gray-Headed 

Woodpecker, Little Owl, Eurasian Scops-Owl, Eurasian Pygmy-Owl, Eurasian Hoopoe, Zitting Cisticola, Sardinian Warbler, 

Hawfinch, Corn and Cirl Bunting. 

Our final tally reached 145 Species making birding in Croatia truly captivating. 

BIRDS 145 species were recorded of which 6 were heard only, and 1 were introduced. Details are included below. 

The eBird link below details the 145 species of birds our group observed during the tour. If you’re new to eBird, be sure 

to click “Show All Details” on the right side of the list to expand the report and reveal where and when each of the birds 

were seen and how many. 

Captivating Croatia: Birding the Adriatic Coast | April 11-23, 2026 | eBird Trip Report 

Following is a list of the mammals, butterflies, reptiles and amphibians we were fortunate to observe during the trip. 

MAMMALS: — (9) 
Greater Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus ferrumequinum  
Brown Hare Lepus europaeus  
European Badger Meles meles — prints in the snow at Ravna Gora 
Red Fox Vulpes vulpes  
Brown Bear Ursus arctos — prints in the snow at Ravna Gora 

https://ebird.org/tripreport/511495
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Western Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus  
European Rabbit Oructolagus cuniculus  
Black Rat Rattus rattus – one dead on the path in Paklenica National Park 
Wild Boar Sus scrofa – prints in the snow at Ravna Gora 
 
REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS:  — (9) 
Marsh Frog Pelophylax ridibundus — many locations, frequently in chorus 
Hermann's Tortoise Testudo hermanni — (1) found in field area across from Hotel Rajna 
Italian Wall Lizard Podarcis siculus — various locations found amidst the rocks 
Dalmation Wall Lizard Podarcis melisellensis — (1) –found in the higher elevation around Paklenica 
Blue-throated Keeled Lizard Algyroides nigropunctatus — (1) – female found in Paklenica NP 
Alpine Newt Ichthyosaura alpestris (1) – in the alpine pond at Ravna Gora 
European Fire-bellied Toad Bombina bombina – (x) heard whooping at the fish farm  
Dice Snake Natrix tessellate (1) – observed entwined in branches off a path at Krka NP 
European Toad Bufo bufo  – many spotted and heard in Krka NP 
 
Butterflies:  — (11) 
Wood White Butterfly Leptidea sinapis 
Common Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni 
Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius 
Orange-tip Butterfly Anthocharis cardamines 
Dalmatian Ringlet Proterebia afra 
Wall Brown Butterfly Lasiommata megera 
Speckled Wood Butterfly Pararge aegeria 
Cleopatra Butterfly Gonepteryx cleopatra 
Clouded Yellow Butterfly Colias croceus 
Common Swallowtail Papilio machaon 
Small White Butterfly Pieris rapae 
 
Other: (3) 
Giant Peacock Moth Saturnia pyri 
Roman Snail Helix pomatia  
Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens 
 
 
 


