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Compiled by guide Sharon Goldwasser with co-guide David Jaffe. Our clients included 

Mike, Beth, Mike, Cathy, Elizabeth, Arne, Leon, Steve, Lisa and Daryl 

Southeastern Arizona is a remarkably diverse area which brings together elements of five major biogeographic regions, 

including the Sonoran and Chihuahuan deserts, the Great Plains, the Rocky Mountains and the Madrean highlands.  In 

conjunction with the effect of the Sky Island phenomenon and the range of elevations, this area is one of the richest 

natural areas in North America.  

Our exploration of the region began in Willcox, where the perennial open water attracts numerous ducks, shorebirds 

and migrant songbirds.  We continued eastward to the dramatic volcanic geologic features, green canyon bottoms and 

high elevation forests of the Chiracahua Mountains, which provided the backdrop for the next three days. We were 

treated to views of Coppery-tailed Trogons, Red-faced Warblers, Mexican Chickadees and Olive Warblers as well as 

many other target species.   After leaving the Chiracahuas behind, we continued west.  We visited the lush riparian 

woodland along the San Pedro River, and several canyons in the Huachuca Mountains, including Ash Canyon and Miller 

Canyon. Nesting Flame-colored Tanagers and a great show of hummingbirds, including Lucifer and Calliope, were 

highlights. After visiting Patagonia Lake and the Paton Center for the Hummingbirds, we headed for our final 

destinations in the Santa Rita Mountains.  We searched unsuccessfully for Five-Striped Sparrows in Box and Montosa 

Canyons, but were rewarded with views of Golden Eagles, Gray Hawks, Crissal Thrashers and a Canyon Wren among 

others.  Elizabeth also photographed a hybrid Berylline x Broad-billed Hummingbird in Madera Canyon, which was not 

included on the eBird list or total count.  

BIRDS:  161 species were recorded of which 3 were heard only. Details are included below. 

The eBird link below details the 161 species of birds our group observed during the tour. If you’re new to eBird, be sure 

to click “Show All Details” on the right side of the list to expand the report and reveal where and when each of the birds 

were seen and how many. 

Southeast Arizona Sky Island Sampler - May 2 - 11, 2025 - Naturalist Journeys Trip Report 

Following is a list of mammals, reptiles,  amphibians and butterflies which we were fortunate to observe during the trip. 

 
MAMMALS: (11)   
Pronghorn Antilocapra americana —we observed one in the grasslands along Highway 83 near Sonoita  
White-tailed Deer Odocoileus virginianus — common in all of the canyons in the Chiracahua and Huachuca Mountains  
Collared Peccary Pecari tajacu — a small group was observed just outside of Portal along the road near Dave Jasper’s 
house 

https://ebird.org/tripreport/511206
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Coyote Canis latrans — seen while driving on three occasions 
Gray Fox Urocyon cinereoargenteus - a few of the group spotted one in Cave Creek Canyon 
Desert Cottontail Sylvilagus audubonii — common small rabbit seen at multiple locations including Portal and Hereford   
Botta’s Pocket Gopher Megascapheus bottae - seen poking up out of a burrow at the Southwestern Research Station 
Cliff Chipmunk Tamias dorsalis — seen in the canyons and at bird feeding stations in the Portal area and Chiracahuas 
 Rock Squirrel Otospermophilus variegatus — ubiquitous squirrel at nearly every place we visited except high elevations 
Arizona Gray Squirrel Sciurus arizonensis — the common tree squirrel in the Huachucas Mountains and Patagonia 
Mexican (Apache) Fox Squirrel Sciurus nayaritensis —range limited species seen daily in woodland and forest in the 
Chiracahua Mountains. 
 
REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS: (10)   
Elegant Earless Lizard (Holbrookia elegans)- found at Patagonia Lake along the birding trail 
Yarrow’s Spiny Lizard (Sceloporus jarrovii) — spotted on a wall at the Southwestern Research Station near Portal   
Clark’s Spiny Lizard (Sceloporus clarkii )— some of our group spotted this species at Ash Canyon 
Desert Spiny Lizard (Sceloporus magister) — we encountered these at Desert Meadows Park in Green Valley  
Ornate Tree Lizard (Urosaurus ornatus) — at least one was seen in the Patagonia area  
Desert Grassland Whiptail - (Aspidoscelis uniparens) – many were seen near San Pedro House and trails by  
Sonoran Spotted Whiptail (Aspidoscelis sonorae) —  seen at least two locations in the Huachuca and Santa Rita 
Mountains  
Chihuahuan Spotted Whiptail (Aspidoscelis sonorae) — one was seen foraging at the South Fork of Cave Creek Canyon 
American Bullfrog (I)  (Lithobates  catesbeiana) — found at Patagonia Lake and Canoa Ranch 
Chiricahua Leopard Frog (Lithobates chiricahuensis) — we saw these in protected ponds at Cave Creek Ranch and 
Ramsey Canyon  
 
BUTTERFLIES: (21) 
 
Swallowails 
Pipevine Swallowtail (Battus philenor) 
Two-tailed Swallowtail (Papilio multicaudata) 
 
Sulphurs 
Checkered White (Pontia protodice) 
Southern Dogface (Colias cesonia) 
Mexican Yellow (Eurema mexicana) 
Dainty Sulphur (Nathalis iole) 
Sleepy Orange  (Eurema nicippe) 
 
Gossamerwings 
Marine Blue (Leptotes marina) 
Echo Azure (Celestrina echo) 
 

Brushfoots  
American Snout (Libytheana carinenta) 
Gulf Fritillary (Agraulis vanillae) 
Variegated Fritillary (Euptoieta claudia) 
Bordered Patch (Chlosyne lacinia) 
Texan Crescent (Phyciodes texana) 
American Lady (Vanessa virginiensis)  
Empress Leilia (Asterocampa leilia) 
Nabokov’s Satyr (Cyllopsis pyracmon) 
Queen (Danaus gilippus)  
 
Skippers 
 Silver-spotted skipper, (Epargyreus clarus) 
White Checkered-Skipper (Pyrgus albescens) 
Golden-headed Scallopwing (Staphylus ceos) 

 
 
 
 


