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Compiled by guide Vernie Aikins with local guide Ken Eyster. Our clients included 

Diane, Ken, Ann, Linda, Sherry, Sandra, Dolores, Joan, Marie, Estella, and John. 

Louisiana is a very diverse state, and we covered many of its beautiful habitats. We ventured everywhere from the Long-

leaf Pine Savannah to the marshlands along coast. With that came a huge diversity of flora and fauna. We saw 

everything from carnivorous plants in the pines to Black Skimmers working the coast. We had a plethora of warblers in 

the Oak Cheniers along the coast and got distant looks at a family of Red-cockaded Woodpeckers in the Long-leaf Pine 

Savannah.  

We got to experience both King and Clapper Rail as we explored freshwater and brackish marshes. On Lake Martin we 

got to get up close and personal with American Alligators. The slow cruise around the lake provided great looks at the 

alligators nursing areas, and we even saw a 14ft male lurking on the south end of the lake. From bayous to agricultural 

fields this tour covered it all.   

BIRDS 174 species were recorded.  

The eBird link below details the 174 species of birds our group observed during the tour. If you’re new to eBird, be sure 

to click “Show All Details” on the right side of the list to expand the report and reveal where and when each of the birds 

were seen and how many. 

Louisiana: Birds, Bayous & Beignets| April 16-22, 2026 | eBird Trip Report 

 
Following is a list of the birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians we were fortunate to observe during the trip. 

Family Species or Common Name Scientific Name: 
 
MAMMALS: — (3) 
Fox Squirrel Sciurus niger — Seen almost every day of the tour. 
Swamp Rabbit Sylvilagus aquaticus — Seen at Peveto Woods.  
Common Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus — Spotted playfully leading a ship through the channel as we looked 
for Seaside Sparrows.  
 
REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS: — (8) 

Southern Toad Anaxyrus terrestris – Calling while on boat tour from bank 

Southern Cricket Tree Frog Acris gryllus– Calling while on boat tour from bank 

American Alligator Alligator mississippiensis — Found in almost any body of water you look. Lake Martin had the best 

https://ebird.org/tripreport/501608
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encounters, but at many of the wildlife refuges many were seen.  
Pond Slider Trachemys scripta — Very common in most places. Especially around the rookeries.  
Green Anole Anolis carolinensis — Seen at Palmetto State Park  
Common Five-lined Skink Plestiodon fasciatus - Seen at Palmetto State Park 
Glossy Swampsnake (Crayfish Snake) Liodytes rigida – Zipped by us at the Rip Van Winkle Rookery.  
Northern Cottonmouth Agkistrodon piscivorus — Hanging out at Peveto Woods by the water dish.  
 
Others:  
Monarch  
Blue Dasher Dragonfly 
Apple Snail – Favorite snack of the Limpkin  
Abbeville Red Iris – Only endemic plant in Louisiana  
Copper Iris 
Dixie Iris  
Pale Pitcher Plant  
Sundew  
Horned Bladderwort  
Sand-swamp Whitetop Sedge 


