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Any tour with a pair of Three-toed Woodpeckers stands out. Heck, any tour with 10 woodpecker species stands out.

A visit to Oregon’s Malheur region will knock your proverbial socks off. And a few days at the foot of Oregon’s stunning
Cascade volcanoes will leave you in a trance. Combine all these things, and you have our 2026 tour to Central and
Eastern Oregon.

On our 10-day adventure, we found badger, elk, and pronghorn, and we enjoyed four days with White-headed
Woodpeckers. We communed with dippers on mountain streams, and we stood at the mouth of a vertical lava tube
watching Lost Lake drain into the abyss. Outstanding weather was the rule as we explored some of Oregon’s most
productive and diverse habitats.

Below are summaries of the birds and other wildlife we encountered. Click the links for detailed lists and photos, and
enjoy this vicarious dive into the wilds of interior Oregon.

BIRDS (173):

From sagebrush desert to burned conifer forest, we found nearly all of the region’s expected bird species. Most of these
were actively breeding, and we observed extensive nesting behavior. A pair of Black-backed Woodpeckers was busily
feeding nestlings. Puffy Clark’s and Western Grebe fledglings rode on their parents’ backs. Male Bobolinks performed
their fluttering courtship flights before descending into the tall grass, and winnowing snipe displayed over marshes and
wet meadows from Malheur to the Cascades.

Overall, we tallied 173 species, only seven of which were heard- or guide-only; this total is right on pace with past years
along the same route. The Malheur region brought us 135 species, followed by 85 in the mountains. Highlights of our 20
waterfowl species included a pair of Wood Ducks on the Silvies River and a sharply dressed male Barrow’s Goldeneye at
Wizard Falls hatchery. We found six swallow species and a dozen different sparrows. All ten of the expected breeding
warblers showed up for the party. The most unexpected bird of the trip was a White-throated Swift feeding among
Violet-green Swallows over the Metolius River.

Click the link below to access our master eBird trip report. Once you reach the report, you will first see the list of species
we encountered, in taxonomic order. Clicking on the name of any species will take you to the eBird reference page for
that bird. Clicking the green icons to the right will show you checklists from all the birding spots where we encountered
each species; these listings link to the checklists themselves. Back on the main page, you can access the complete set of
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60 checklists from the tour by clicking the blue box at the top, or by clicking “Show all details” in the top right corner.
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And the non-avian highlights ...

COMMON CLASS NAME — # of species encountered
Species common name (Genus species)—# of days encountered
Locations and interesting notes; click the link at the bottom to reach Steve’s iNaturalist images from the trip.

MAMMALS — (15)
Black-tailed Jackrabbit (Lepus californicus) — 1
Two running across dirt roads at Malheur

Mountain Cottontail (Sylvilagus nuttallii) — 2
Seen at Malheur HQ and Frenchglen

Western Gray Squirrel (Sciurus griseus) — 4
Common large tree squirrel in the Cascades, including the hotel in Sisters

Douglas’s Squirrel (Tamiasciurus douglasii) — 4
Very vocal small tree squirrel in the Cascades

Yellow-bellied Marmot (Marmota flaviventris) — 2
Most easily seen at the Blitzen bridge near Page Springs

Belding’s Ground Squirrel (Spermophilus beldingi) — 4
Hundreds around the agricultural fields of Malheur, including Malheur HQ, and a few on the edge of Sisters

Golden-mantled Ground Squirrel (Spermophilus lateralis) — 2
Most conspicuous in the Metolius Basin and Sisters ponderosa habitat

Yellow-pine Chipmunk (Neotamias amoenus) — 4
The only chipmunk in the Cascades

Least Chipmunk (Neotamias minimus) — 2
The only chipmunk in the desert, seen in Brothers and at Malheur

Muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus) — 3
Seen a few times in the ditches and ponds around Malheur Refuge

“Northwestern” American Badger (Taxidea taxus ssp. jeffersonii) — 1
Seen only once—by front-seat birders—when an individual ran across the road and into the sagebrush

Mule Deer (Odocoileus hermionus) — 7
Common at Malheur and the Cascades, and especially unwary around Sisters

Pronghorn (Antilocapra americana) — 2
A few excellent looks of this antelope cousin in the Malheur region

Elk (Antilocapra americana) — 2
Seen once along the highway in the mountains
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https://ebird.org/tripreport/524707
https://ebird.org/tripreport/524707

Coyote (Canis latrans) — 1
One seen briefly while driving from Malheur to Sisters

REPTILES — (4)

“Nevada” Side-blotched Lizard (Uta stansburiana ssp. nevadensis) — 1+
We only documented this species once, but several likely went unrecorded; seen from Malheur to the Cascades.

“Great Basin” Western Fence Lizard (Sceloporus occidentalis ssp. longipes) — 1+
As with the above species, several likely went unrecorded; also seen from Malheur to the Cascades.

“Great Basin” Gopher Snake (Pituophis catenifer ssp. deserticola) — 2
Seen two days in a row, including two individuals that seemed to have some kind of interaction at Malheur HQ

“Valley” Common Garter Snake (Thamnophis sirtalis ssp. fitchi) — 1
Seen once in the Cascades by a few of the group

“Boreal” Western Toad (Anaxyrus boreas ssp. boreas) — 1
Found only once, in the Cascades

Link to Steve’s iNaturalist observations (including a few wildflowers)
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https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?d1=2026-04-22&d2=2026-04-28&order=asc&order_by=observed_on&place_id=18&subview=table&user_id=steveshunk&verifiable=any
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?d1=2026-04-22&d2=2026-04-28&order=asc&order_by=observed_on&place_id=18&subview=table&user_id=steveshunk&verifiable=any

