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Our inaugural Nome tour was a fantastic 7 days exploring all three roads and the wildlife each had to offer. The
weather on this trip was incredible as well, with most days being sunny and warm. This combined with a less than
average snowpack meant the tundra was snowless earlier. Which allowed all the arriving species to get straight to their
breeding grounds, instead of hanging out on the coast waiting for their nesting grounds to open.

With two days for each of the three main roads (Nome-Teller Road, Kougarok and Nome-Council Road) allowed
us to take our time exploring them. This allowed us to have some fantastic wildlife sightings, from a Muskoxen chasing a
Red Fox away in Nome, to the scenic hike up Coffee Dome to find Bristle-thighed Curlews along the Kougarok Road, to
scanning many peeps while on Safety Sound to getting lucky enough to witness Buff-breasted Sandpipers displaying
while at mile marker 34 on the Nome- Teller Road. In addition to those, we enjoyed the overabundance of Willow
Ptarmigan as well as the many Long-tailed Jaegers flying over the tundra just to name a few. We can’t forget about the
non-bird side of things, with many Moose and Muskoxen seen over the course of the trip. This led us to having a
fantastic time observing 110 species of birds, 8 species of mammals, 1 fish species and 3 species of butterflies over our
time here.

BIRDS: 110 species were recorded. Details are included below.

The eBird link below details the 110 species of birds our group observed during the tour. If you're new to eBird, be sure
to click “Show All Details” on the right side of the list to expand the report and reveal where and when each of the birds
were seen and how many.

Nome Sweet Nome | May 28- June 4, 2026 | eBird Trip Report

Following is a list of the birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians we were fortunate to observe during the trip.

Family or Species Common Name: Scientific Name — (110)

DUCKS, GEESE, AND WATERFOWL: Anatidae — (23)

Emperor Goose Anser canagicus — An uncommon migrant for the area, typically passing through in small numbers early
in the season. We were lucky enough to observe three of these tundra white-headed geese from the back half of Safety
Sound, between the bridge and the Train to Nowhere.

Snow Goose Anser caerulescens — Only one of these all-white geese was observed, just after the bridge by the last stop
of the Iditarod.
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https://ebird.org/tripreport/530735

Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons — We observed 8 of these large geese as we drove back from our Bristle-
thighed Curlew hike, on the Kougarok Road.

Brant Branta bernicla — Seen most days of the trip, we observed large flocks both gritting and resting as they migrated
in large numbers to their breeding grounds further north. All the birds seen were of the “black-bellied” or Pacific race.
Cackling Goose Branta hutchinsii — These pint-sized geese were observed randomly on all three roads throughout the
trip. All the birds seen were the Taverner’s race which is the largest race of Cackling Goose.

Canada Goose Branta canadensis — We only had 2 of these large geese fly over us as we were looking for American
Dippers at the Penny River Bridge on the Nome-Teller Road.

Tundra Swan Cygnus columbianus — We observed large numbers of these swans as they foraged and rested on the
water on the back end of Safety Sound. We had an estimated 300+ swans in one group!

Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata — A common duck, seen most days of the trip.

Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope — Another uncommon Eurasian migrant to the area. We had a male and what was
most likely a female on one of our extra days, foraging at the Nome River Mouth!

American Wigeon Mareca americana — The more expected Wigeon—we had this species most days throughout the
trip.

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos — An uncommon species seen sporadically throughout the trip.

Northern Pintail Anas acuta — One of the more common ducks, seen most days of the trip.

Green-winged Teal Anas crecca — One of the more common species, seen most days of the trip.

Greater Scaup Aythya marila — A common species, it seemed like each of the deeper water ponds had a pair of these
on them.

Spectacled Eider Somateria fischeri — A stunning sighting by a few clients who were sea watching one evening and had
a male fly past them across from the hotel. This species is an uncommon migrant in the area with a handful observed
each year.

Common Eider Somateria mollissima — Our most common eider, observed in the deeper portions of Safety Sound and
along the Norton Sound. The pacific race here has a bright orange bill.

Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus — This gaudy dark blue and white duck was observed most days of the trip.
These ducks were either seen hugging the coastline, or swimming in many of the fast-flowing streams and rivers
throughout the trip.

Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata — We only observed this species once throughout the trip, a flock offshore of
multiple birds the same time we were viewing the Stejneger’s Scoter.

White-winged Scoter Melanitta deglandi — Our most common Scoter seen throughout the trip but only seen off the
coast.

Stejneger’s Scoter Melanitta stejinegeri — This rare Siberian species was only observed once on the trip but was
fantastic to see point blank next to a White-winged Scoter. This allowed for a good comparison of field marks. The
Stejneger’s Scoter has a upright horn on its bill while the White-winged does not.

Black Scoter Melanitta americana — We observed this species scattered throughout the trip, with small flocks observed
flying offshore.

Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis — We observed this species almost every day. Unlike in winter, this species was in
its full breeding plumage, with its completely brown face and breast with a white eye patch—the complete opposite
from its winter plumage.

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator — Another species seen almost every day of the trip, most of the small ponds
seemed to have a pair of this species on it.

PHEASANTS, GROUSE, AND ALLIES: Phasianidae — (2)

Willow Ptarmigan Lagopus lagopus — This was a very good year for Willow Ptarmigan, with hundreds of birds observed
throughout our tour. Due to the lack of snow, they were quite easy to pick out, white bodies on a brown background.
Rock Ptarmigan Lagopus muta — We observed this higher elevation Ptarmigan several times throughout the trip, told
apart from Willow Ptarmigan by the smaller beak and all white plumage—which does change as it gets to summer but
had not yet.
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CRANES: Gruidae — (1)
Sandhill Crane Antigone canadensis — We both saw and heard these large gray cranes as they hung out in their marsh
habitats. All the cranes observed on this tour were of the lesser race.

PLOVERS AND LAPWINGS: Charadriidae — (4)

Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola — This species is only found in the low tundra. We observed one of this species
in its black and white breeding plumage as we were birding our way back up from Wooly Lagoon.

American Golden-Plover Pluvialis dominica — The very clean looking plover, with a black belly and golden spots—we
observed this species multiple times while birding the higher, rocky tundra.

Pacific Golden-Plover Pluvialis fulva — The “messy” looking plover, with the white extending further down the side
when compared to American Golden Plover. We both saw this species multiple times while birding the tundra. Their
whistled “Gee-louise” was a commonly heard call as well, usually

Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus — The “common” small plover, seen most often foraging along the
mudflats, most often seen along Safety Sound and the Nome River mouth.

SANDPIPERS AND ALLIES: Scolopacidae — (22)

Bristle-thighed Curlew Numenius tahitiensis — We had an amazing experience with this species, hiking up Coffee Dome
forit. About halfway up, we found a perched bird that wouldn’t give us much, as we tried to work through its
identification. After spending some time with this bird, we continued further up and almost walked over a Bristle-
thighed Curlew nest! After observing the nest with the adult on it for a bit, we headed back down, only to be treated to
the flight display of the male twice, calling as he flew directly over us.

Hudsonian Whimbrel Numenius hudsonicus — We only observed this species twice, once on the first day as a fly by and
once on our Coffee Dome hike, where a Whimbrel was heard calling in the distance.

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica — We got fantastic looks at these long-distance migrants while feeding on the
mudflats, their breasts a burnt red color. This is the famous species that makes the non-stop migration from Alaska all
the way to New Zealand — with the record being 11 days and 1 hour.

Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus — We mainly saw this long-billed, red breasted species as they probed
the mud while birding Safety Sound. Our best views of this species came while birding the Nome Cemetery, where one
was roasting on the ground.

Wilson's Snipe Gallinago delicata — A common bird, seen and heard displaying almost every day of the trip. It was
quite common to this species perch on the top of telephone poles.

Red Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius — This larger, red phalarope with a white cheek patch was only seen the last few
days of the tour. Our best views came on the Safety Sound bridge as we watched 3 adults forage while mixed with the
much smaller, Red-necked Phalaropes. It was useful to compare shape here, as you really could see the bigger, thicker
bill when compared to the Red-necked Phalaropes.

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus — Our most common Phalarope—seen every day of the tour. This species
has an interesting life history, where once done mating, the females leave, letting the males do all the parental duties.
Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius — We only observed this species once, while looking for Wandering Tattlers along
the Kougarok Road.

Wandering Tattler Tringa incana — We came across several of these gray birds on our second time birding the Kougarok
Road.

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres — We only observed this species once on the trip, while birding the Safety Sound
bridge.

Black Turnstone Arenaria melanocephala — We came across this species three times, all of them along Safety Sound.
Our best views came on our evening birding drive after dinner, where we had one slowly walking along the shoreline.
Great Knot Calidris canutus — We came across this rare, Siberian species on our one evening birding the Nome River
mouth. We had good views of this ‘Surfbird on Steroids” as it fed near a few Red Knots.
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Red Knot Calidris canutus — We only had this species in two spots—a few at the Nome River Mouth and excellent looks
at a few birds up on the “ledge” (mile marker 34) where they breed. One of the birds was banded with marker 1PE!
Surfbird Calidris virgata — We had this small gray and orange shorebird on our second trip up to the ledge on our way
to Teller.

Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis — We only observed this uncommon Siberian migrant once, with a bright plumaged
bird foraging in the first few ponds after Cape Nome.

Buff-breasted Sandpiper Calidris subruficollis —There was an unusual influx of Buff-breasted Sandpipers this year, we
came across a group our first time up the ledge (Mile Marker 34 on the Kougarok Road). We were lucky enough to
watch one of these shorebirds displaying for a presumed female, a behavior you usually don’t see away from northern
Alaska. We had a local guide, Carol with us that day and she said in all her years here, she had never seen that behavior!
Dunlin Calidris alpina — These big, dumpy shorebirds with black bellies were most often seen on both our days along
Safety Sound.

Baird’s Sandpiper Calidris bairdii — We only observed these larger peeps once, on our first time birding Safety Sound.
Told apart from the other peeps by seeing the black legs and longer primary extension of the wings.

Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla — Seen a few times throughout the trip—always told from the other peeps by their
small size combined with yellow-colored legs (our only peep with yellow legs).

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos — We had a massive influx of this species early in the trip, where it seemed like
they were everywhere. We had excellent looks of them at the Nome Cemetery, as they foraged in the wet grounds
having just arrived from migration. This species was told apart from other peeps by large dumpy size and sharp breast
band cutoff.

Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri — Almost seen every day of the trip. This species was easy to tell up here as they
were in breeding bright breeding plumage, with rufous brackets on its back and face. The shape was easy to get used to
as well, with the droopy bill as well.

Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla — A common bird seen most days of the trip. We were enthralled with seeing
this species do its flight display, seemingly just hanging in the wind while making a sound like a wind-up toy before
running out of steam and returning to the ground.

SKUAS AND JAEGERS: Stercorariidae — (3)

Long-tailed Jaeger Stercorarius longicaudus — Our smallest and most common Jaeger and was seen almost every day.
When compared to other Jaegers, dainty and tern like in flight combined with the long tail.

Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus — Our mid-sized Jaeger, less common than the Long-tailed. This species is
stockier than the Long-tailed Jaegers and more prone to chase other species to get food. We had a few looks at some
uncommon dark morphs throughout the trip as well.

Pomarine Jaeger Stercorarius pomarinus — The largest and most barrel chested of the Jaegers, with a tail that ends in
spoons. We observed 3 of this species while outside of the hotel on the first day of the trip. We also came across a few
of this species on days 4 and 5 while birding Safety Sound.

AUKS, MURRES, AND PUFFINS: Alcidae — (2)

Thick-billed Murre Uria lomvia — A common murre, seen mixed in with the common murres as they flew offshore
mixed in with the Common Murres. Told from Common Murre in flight by the shape of the bill, thicker and less pointed
than the nearby Commons.

Common Murre Uria aalge — The other species of Murre seen from Cape Nome, but the most common species in the
flocks we observed

GULLS, TERNS, AND SKIMMERS: Laridae — (7)

Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla — A very common gull, only seen while right on the coast. Told from other gull
species by the solid black tipped outer wing tips.

Sabine's Gull Xema sabini — A good year for this dainty, stunning gull. This species was told from other species by its
completely dark head, bill with a yellow tip to it and a dark “W” pattern on the wings when in flight. We observed this
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species by the Safety Sound bridge, where we had high counts of 30 plus individuals as they both fed in the sound and
loafed on the beach.

Short-billed Gull Larus brachyrhynchus — One of the most common gull species—told from other gull species in the
area by the black wing tips with a white dot and small, all yellow beak with no markings.

Vega Gull Lars vegae — The Asian version of Herring Gull, this species was observed a few times throughout the trip, all
of them being at the Safety Sound bridge.

Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus — Our largest gull observed, told from all other gulls by the all-white wingtips. We
observed this species most days of the trip.

Aleutian Tern Onychoprion aleuticus — This species with a black eyeline was observed towards the end of the tour, with
great views of a pair doing a mating display at the Nome River Mouth.

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea — A common bird, seen most days of the trip.

GREBES: Podicipedidae — (1)
Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena — \We observed a pair of this species while birding in town. It was exciting to see
this species in full breeding plumage.

LOONS: Gaviidae — (4)

Red-throated Loon Gavia stellata — Our most common loon, this gray-headed loon with a red throat seen most days.
Like with the mergansers, it seemed like every small pond had its own pair of looks.

Arctic Loon Gavia arctica — We observed this uncommon species our first time at Salmon Lake where we had one adult
bird fly over us as we were getting ready to continue on.

Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica — This species of loon was mainly seen on the coast, where we had our best looks while at
the Safety Sound Bridge.

Yellow-billed Loon Gavia adamsii — We had an amazing three different individuals on this tour. Normally seen flying
overhead randomly, we had one individual fly by during our time spent at Cape Nome. We also observed these birds on
our second time on the Kougarok Road, where we were able to watch a pair of them foraging in Salmon Lakee. They
even started to call as we were leaving!

CORMORANTS AND SHAGS: Phalacrocoracidae — (1)
Pelagic Cormorant Urile pelagicus — This species was seen flying offshore and at the Teller spit. Most of the adults seen
were in breeding plumage with their white hip patches showing.

OSPREY: Pandionidae — (1)
Osprey Pandion haliaetus — We observed this species two times over the course of the tour, with our best looks came
as we watched one follow the river as we drove up to the Coffee Dome trailhead.

HAWKS, EAGLES, AND KITES: Accipitridae — (4)

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos — We observed this species a few times, with them always in flight.

American Goshawk Astur atricapillus — Not seen by all, a large, long-tailed raptor that flew between the forest stands
while birding the Council area.

Northern Harrier Circus hudsonius — We observed this species sporadically throughout the tour. We saw both male
gray ghosts and browner females.

Rough-legged Hawk Buteo lagopus — Seen multiple times throughout the tour. We most often seen in flight where the
black shoulders, and dark belly, white tail with black tip were evident.

OWLS: Strigidae — (1)
Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus — Our only species of Owl seen. We observed it on all three roads, and seen most
often in flight, but occasionally found perched.

5

Naturalist Journeys, LLC PO Box 16545 Portal, AZ 85632 PH: 866.900.1146
naturalistiourneys.com | travel@naturalistjourneys.com




FALCONS AND CARACARAS: Falconidae — (2)

Merlin Falco columbarius — We only observed this species once; while looking like it was grabbing insects while on the
Kougarok road.

Gyrfalcon Falco rusticolus — Our largest falcon, we observed this species a few times, every time at its nest. We had
great looks at the nesting pair on the Nome-Council Road. We also had good looks at one in an old Golden Eagle Nest on
the Kougarok Road.

TYRANT FLYCATCHERS: Tyrannidae — (1)
Say's Phoebe Sayornis saya — This small flycatcher was observed on our 2" time on the Nome-Council Road, fluttering
around underneath the bridge near the active Gyrfalcon nest.

SHRIKES: Laniidae — (1)
Northern Shrike Lanius borealis — This “butcher bird” was only observed twice. Our best views came as one was
perched on a wire, allowing close looks at its black and gray plumage as we were heading up the Kougarok Road.

CROWS, JAYS, AND MAGPIES: Corvidae — (2)

Canada Jay Perisoreus canadensis — We only observed this all-gray jay at the end of the Council Road at the
maintenance yard.

Common Raven Corvus corax — This species was seen sporadically throughout the trip, with a few nests found, one of
which was on an old crane along the Kougarok Road.

TITS, CHICKADEES, AND TITMICE: Paridae — (1)
Boreal Chickadee Poecile hudsonicus — This wheezy sounding chickadee was only found by the Council Maintenance
shed, where all got good views of this brown headed chickadee.

SWALLOWS: Hirundinidae — (3)

Bank Swallow Riparia riparia — Seen at some of the bridges both in town and along the Nome-Teller Road. Their brown
back and brown chest band telling them apart from other swallow species.

Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor — Our most common swallow, seen most days.

Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota — We observed this species only on the Nome-Teller Road, breeding along the
bridges.

LEAF WARBLERS: Phylloscopidae — (1)

Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis — This species is a late migrant, arriving from wintering grounds in Asia. We had
amazing views as an early pulse came through. Located by their insect like buzz, we got good looks of this skulky
greenish bird while heading up the Kougarok Road.

KINGLETS: Regulidae — (1)
Ruby-crowned Kinglet Corthylio calendula — We only observed this species while up in the boreal forest while birding
the Council area.

DIPPERS: Cinclidae — (1)
American Dipper Cinclus mexicanus — We observed this thrush like bird that feeds in the running water a few times,
with the best looks coming at the Penny River Bridge, where one was nesting literally underneath it.

THRUSHES AND ALLIES: Turdidae — (2)
Gray-cheeked Thrush Catharus minimus — A common thrush, seen and heard most days of the trip.
American Robin Turdus migratorius — Another common bird, seen most days of the trip, seen most days.
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OLD WORLD FLYCATCHERS: Muscicapidae — (2)

Bluethroat Luscinia svecica — \WWe came across this stunning breeding bird 3 separate days, on each of three roads. We
had multiple good looks, including a male doing his display flight after viewing the Gyrfalcon nest. This species is
another who winters in Asia but migrates north across the Berring Straight to breed here in Alaska and the race seen
here is the “Red-spotted” race with a red central throat spot.

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe — This species also winters in Asia and Africa, flying up here to breed. We only
had this species on our first day birding the Nome-Teller Road up on the ledge, mile marker 34.

WAGTAILS AND PIPITS: Motacillidae — (3)

Eastern Yellow Wagtail Motacilla tschutschensis — The most common Wagtail, with multiple birds seen both on the
Nome- Council Road at Woolley Lagoon and along the Nome-Teller Highway.

White Wagtail Motacilla alba — We saw two of these uncommon Alaskan breeders, with the best views coming along
the airport fence. We were about to head out, the bird appeared, perching right next to us on the fence.

American Pipit Anthus rubescens — We only came across this species once, picking it up while it was doing its display
flight.

FINCHES, EUPHONIAS, AND ALLIES: Fringillidae — (1)

Redpoll Acanthis flammea — This species was commonly seen and heard most days of the trip. We had one memorable
sighting of this species where we came across one that had a pigment issue; leaving where the red should be showing
yellow!

LONGSPURS AND SNOW BUNTINGS: Calcariidae — (2)

Lapland Longspur Calcarius lapponicus — This bright, yellow-billed species was seen most days. They were especially
common in the grassy areas along Safety Sound.

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis — We got to see this species in its neat black and white breeding plumage only
along the Nome-Teller Highway mile 34 ridge. This species liked to be near the un-melted snowpack.

NEW WORLD SPARROWS: Passerellidae — (5)

American Tree Sparrow Spizelloides arborea — We came across this small sparrow a few times, with our best look
coming while birding the Salmon Lake Campground along the Kougarok Road.

Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca — We came across this species sporadically throughout the trip. The race here was the
“red or Taiga” race that winters throughout much of the eastern United States.

White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys — We came across this species five times throughout the trip, with our
highest count of 4 at the Penny River Bridge along the Nome-Teller Highway. The race seen was the “Gambel’s” race
that winter throughout the western United States.

Golden-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia atricapilla — This large sparrow was seen numerous times, mostly located by its
sweet, high pitched whistled song. We only came across this species while on the Nome-Teller Road and the Kougarok
Road.

Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis — We came across this species multiple days of the trip, a common bird
seen in the grassy areas while birding Safety Sound.

TROUPIALS AND ALLIES: Icteridae — (1)

Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus — We only came across this blackbird twice, once with it perched up on the way
back from Penny River. The other time was a flyover bird while birding the Bear River area at the end of the council
road.

NEW WORLD WARBLERS: Parulidae — (6)
Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis — Our most common warbler observed, they were near most bodies of
water or river areas. Its common staccato song gave its presence away most often.
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Orange-crowned Warbler Leiothlypis celata — We observed this “warbler with no field marks” 4 days of the trip. The
race of seen was the Taiga race.

Northern Yellow Warbler Setophaga aestiva — We only observed this bright yellow warbler 3 times, all times near
water.

Blackpoll Warbler Setophaga striata — A boreal species, we only saw this species while at the very end of the Nome-
Council Road. Our best look came of one individual who posed for us, singing from the top of one of the pine trees right
next to the road.

Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata — Another species that we only came across on our boreal day. We had
nice looks of one foraging on the side of the road while by the Bear River. The subspecies seen here was the “Myrtle”
one.

Wilson's Warbler Cardellina pusilla — Another common species, seen most days of the trip while birding dense
vegetation near water bodies.

MAMMALS: — (8)

Red Fox Vulpes vulpes — We saw this species multiple times throughout the trip, always wandering the tundra looking
for food. Our most interesting sighting of this species was an interaction with a Muskoxen, where it was trying to get
food, or pass through and the Muskoxen kept chasing it away from its area.

Spotted Seal— We had several of these species, but only offshore by the Safety Sound Bridge or a few individuals in the
water while birding the spit at Teller.

Moose Alces alces — A common sight on the trip and many with young. We had an incredible sighting on our Teller Day.
On that day we had a mom and 2 young walk right by us as we were finishing up lunch.

Muskox Ovibos moschatus — A common sight, seen every day of the trip. These large mammals were extirpated and re-
introduced in the late 1900’s. We saw lots on moms with young calves. The two most memorable sightings were the
one time we watched an interaction with a Red Fox and one other time we were watched one wake up from a tundra
nap and take a large stretch before getting up.

Snowshoe Hare Lepus americanus — This species was very common while birding the Kougarok Road.

Arctic Ground Squirrel Spermophilus parryii — We saw this species a few times, always standing straight up surveying
their territory.

Beaver Castor canadensis — \We only observed this species on the first day, where we had one swimming in a pond right
in front of us while in Nome.

North American River Otter Lontra canadensis —Not seen by everyone, this species was seen our second round of
birding the Kougarok Road.

Fish: — (1)
Arctic Grayling Thymallus arcticus: This species was observed by a few while birding the Bear River area at the end of
the Nome-Council Road.

Butterflies: — (3)

Arctic White Pieris angelika — \We observed this white species several times throughout the trip, with our best views
coming while birding the Nome Cemetery.

Old World Swallowtail Papilio machaon — This yellow swallowtail was seen on our last day, while birding the Nome-
Council Road.

Phoebus Parnassian Parnassius phoebus — We identified this as a Parnassian species on our last day on the Nome-
Council Road. The only Parnassian species on the Seward Peninsula is the Phoebus Parnassian.
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