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Guided by James Petersen and Kip Miller.  

Our group included Billie, Carolyn, Ellen, Fred, Jerry, Julie, Laurel,  

Michael, Miki, Penny, Phil and Tom. 

Beginning and ending in Anchorage, our classic Alaska Tour combined time in Arctic habitats around 
Nome with time in northern forests near Anchorage and the scenic coastlines of the Kenai Peninsula. 
Along the way we enjoyed views of multiple species of waterfowl, shorebirds, seabirds and landbirds – 
most of which were in spectacular breeding plumage. In addition, we enjoyed views of a variety of 
mammals (on land and at sea!) and landscapes none of us will soon forget. Below please find a summary 
of our daily activities and highlights – and thanks again to all for joining us! 

Tuesday, June 2 – Anchorage Link-Up 

We kicked off the tour with an informal afternoon walk from our downtown Anchorage hotel to nearby 
Elderberry Park, a small urban park with views of Cook Inlet. Short-billed Gulls (formerly known as Mew 
Gulls) were the most abundant species seen, but we also enjoyed views of several handsome Black-billed 
Magpies in the trees around the park and a distant Sandhill Crane on the edge of the tidal mudflats. 
Later, after all in the group had arrived, we met for a get-acquainted dinner at a nearby seafood 
restaurant and enthusiastically discussed plans for the first few days of our Alaska adventure together. 

Wednesday, June 3 – Anchorage Area Birding 

James was already in Nome and waiting to link up with us there, so instead of traveling around 
Anchorage in two vans, arrangements had been made with a local tour company to provide us with a 
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small bus and driver. This worked great and our friendly driver Michelle showed up on schedule and we 
loaded up for a day of exploring parks and birding locations in and around Anchorage.  

Our first stop was at the nearby Westchester Lagoon, a small urban park with a lake and access to views 
of Cook Inlet. It did not take long to start enjoying birds here, as a small island in the lake was loaded 
with Arctic Terns, Short-billed Gulls, several species of waterfowl and a pair of nesting Red-necked 
Grebes. Additional species seen on the open water of the lake included Trumpeter Swan and Common 
Loon. We then made our way along the multi-use trail to a coastal overlook. Here we were all distracted 
by the views of Cook Inlet, the expansive tidal flats and distant snow-covered mountains, but we still 
managed to find a few new species including Semi-palmated Plover, Surfbird and Glaucous-winged Gull. 

Next was a brief stop near the Anchorage airport at Lake Spenard. While the lake is an active and busy 
summer seaplane base, it typically hosts a variety of migrant waterbirds in spring and early summer. 
Here we found more Red-necked Grebes, along with several Bonaparte’s Gulls looking handsome with 
the black hoods of their breeding plumage. 

From here we continued on to Kincaid Park, where a multitude of trails provide easy access to areas of 
quality boreal forest. The opportunity to walk here was enjoyed by all and we successfully located a 
variety of northern forest birds such as American Three-toed Woodpecker, Olive-sided Flycatcher, 
Canada Jay and Boreal Chickadee. We also enjoyed our first Moose sighting of the tour, a female with a 
young calf resting in the forest adjacent to the main trail. 

Following our hike, we returned to downtown Anchorage for lunch and a walk along Ship Creek, where 
the undisputed highlight was an American Dipper that caught a small fish just below us and then posed 
nicely for photos! To conclude the day’s activities, Michelle drove us to the Eagle River Nature Center 
within Chugach State Park. Here we took a short walk to beaver pond with an observation platform, 
where we enjoyed views of the mountain scenery and birds such as Tree Swallow and Brewer’s Blackbird.  
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Thursday, June 4 – Flight to Nome (and back) | Glen Alps 

Our early morning flight departed from Anchorage on time and the weather reports in Nome were 
favorable, so we were all surprised when the pilot came over the intercom late into the journey and 
announced the flight would have to return to Anchorage. (We later learned a malfunction of weather 
reporting equipment at the Nome airport prevented commercial flights from landing for a day.) Once 
back on the ground in Anchorage, we received information that it would be at least another day before 
a flight to Nome would be possible. This put us in a bit of a predicament, as we did not have rooms or a 
vehicle booked in Anchorage – but the great office staff at Naturalist Journeys quickly saved the day by 
finding both rooms for all and a vehicle that we could use! 

So, after shuttling to the hotel and dropping off our bags, we set out to take advantage of our unexpected 
free time in Anchorage by making the drive up to the Glen Alps trailhead of Chugach State Park. This 
location is at a slightly higher elevation and provided spectacular views of Cook Inlet and distant 
mountains, including Denali. It was a warm, sunny afternoon, so we took a walk on the trails and enjoyed 
close encounters with several species of birds including Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Golden-crowned Sparrow 
and Orange-crowned Warbler. Before leaving, we walked up to an overlook area to enjoy the view and 
were rewarded with bonus sightings of multiple Dall’s Sheep on the higher slopes of nearby mountains. 
We then returned to Anchorage, enjoyed dinner together and then settled in for the night, with fingers 
crossed we would make it to Nome on the following day. 

Friday, June 5 – Connor’s Bog | Arrival in Nome 

Today’s flight to Nome departed in early afternoon, so we had time for an early morning outing in the 
Anchorage area. For this, we selected the nearby Connor’s Bog, a local preserve with both woodlands 
and a small lake. This turned out to be about the only location where we encountered mosquitos on the 
tour, but with some repellent sharing we kept them at bay and enjoyed a variety of nice birds. One of 
the highlights here was a pair of handsome Pacific Loons taking advantage of a floating nest platform in 
the middle of the lake. Other species we found in the lake or along its edges included Red-necked Grebe, 
Spotted Sandpiper, Lesser Yellowlegs – and a happy Labrador Retriever playing fetch! We also found 
several species of landbirds around the lake edges and in the nearby forest, including Hairy Woodpecker, 
Western Wood-Pewee and Lincoln’s Sparrow. 

After our walk at Connor’s Bog, we returned to the hotel for final packing and then returned to the 
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airport for our second attempt to get to Nome. Fortunately, this time all went according to plan and we 
arrived in Nome in late afternoon, where James was waiting for us in the airport lobby. After retrieving 
our luggage and loading the vans, we made our way to the Aurora Inn, where we checked in (or left bags 
for later check in) and then headed out for some initial pre-dinner birding around town. 

Our first stop was in the Nome Cemetery, which sits on a hilltop overlooking a wetland with several small 
ponds. From this vantage point we observed Northern Pintail, Green-winged Teal, Pectoral Sandpiper 
and the first of many Red-necked Phalaropes we would find in the Nome area. Later, by driving slowly 
through the cemetery or checking the willows on the hillside, we enjoyed views of Pacific Golden-Plover, 
Redpoll and “Red” Fox Sparrow.  We then made a stop at a nearby roadside pond where we found Long-
tailed Duck, Wilson’s Snipe, Long-tailed Jaeger and a pair of Red-throated Loons – a nice start to our 
Nome adventure! 

Saturday, June 6 – Nome River Mouth | Teller Road 

We started our first full day in Nome with a visit to the Nome River mouth, where the Nome River flows 
into the Bering Sea. A lagoon and mudflats here attract a variety of waterfowl, shorebirds, gulls and terns 
and the mix of species changes daily (sometimes even hourly!), so it is always fun to see what birds are 
present. Some of the highlights from our first visit included Bar-tailed Godwit and Aleutian Tern, two 
species that migrate across the Bering Strait from Asia to breed in western Alaska. Other species we 
found included Red Knot, Western Sandpiper and Parasitic Jaeger. 
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After our time at the river mouth, we returned to town and then made the drive out Teller Road, one of 
the three roads leading out of Nome. In addition to enjoying the landscape views of miles of Arctic tundra 
and a couple of herds of fuzzy Muskox, we enjoyed good success with breeding birds of the region. In 
the willow thickets we found Gray-cheeked Thrush, Northern Waterthrush, Wilson’s Warbler and 
Golden-crowned Sparrow. In areas of more open tundra, we found Willow Ptarmigan (lots of Willow 
Ptarmigans!), Short-eared Owl, Long-tailed Jaeger and Eastern Yellow Wagtail. After lunch in the vans on 
a breezy ridge, we explored areas of rocky tundra where we found American Golden-Plover, Rock 
Ptarmigan, Northern Wheatear, Snow Bunting and Lapland Longspur – a very nice mix of birds one would 
be hard pressed to find outside of Alaska! 

Later, we made our way back to town for a short break and dinner and then concluded the day with an 
optional return to the Nome River mouth. The species mix was similar to our earlier visit, but the evening 
lighting was fantastic and nobody complained about additional views of such special birds as Bar-tailed 
Godwit, Aleutian Tern and Red-throated Loon. 

Sunday, June 7 – Kougarok Road | Salmon Lake | Safety Sound 

For our second and final full day in Nome, we started with a road trip out Kougarok Road to the Salmon 
Lake area. En route, we made a stop to enjoy scope views of a Gyrfalcon sitting high on a nest adjacent 
to the road, just in time before the sun came over the ridge and obscured the view. Later, we arrived at 
Salmon Lake and started by checking a location along the shore where a pair of Yellow-billed Loons had 
been seen in recent days. At first, there was no Yellow-billed Loon to be seen, but then a loon was 
detected along the far shore and it moved into better light, where we could definitely see the pale-
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colored bill – a Yellow-billed Loon for sure! For the next 30 minutes or so we watched this rare Arctic 
species and it even swam closer to us, providing much appreciated (and better!) views for all.  

After enjoying the loon, we continued on to the Salmon Lake Campground area, where James located a 
Bluethroat as we walked along the entry road. An old-world flycatcher species, Bluethroats are 
widespread breeders across Europe and Asia, but occur in the United States only in Alaska. Males are 
stunning and it was definitely a “most wanted” species by the group, so we all enjoyed the moment and 
shared scope views while it perched in the open for us. We then started working our way back to Nome, 
but stopped at the Grand Central River crossing to have our lunch. This proved to be a good lunch and 
birding spot, as we enjoyed close views of a singing Arctic Warbler, another species with a United States 
range restricted to western Alaska. 

After our extremely successful morning on Kougarok Road, we returned to Nome and then made our 
way to Safety Sound in hopes of finding a variety of water and shorebirds. Some of the waterfowl we 
found driving from Cape Nome to the Safety Sound bridge included Common Eider, Harlequin Duck and 
Tundra Swan. The Safety Sound bridge is located where the outflow from Safety Sound into the Bering 
Sea is located and it is typically a bird-rich location. The afternoon of our visit was no exception and we 
found a multitude of birds including many Red-necked Phalaropes, Long-tailed Jaegers, Black-legged 
Kittiwakes and Arctic Terns, along with several new species for the trip such as Red Phalarope, Black 
Turnstone and Sabine’s Gull. We then made our way back to town, where we successfully located a 
White Wagtail in a neighborhood just a few blocks from our hotel. Like several other birds mentioned 
previously, this is another species that is widespread in Europe and Asia, but it is restricted to western 
Alaska in the United States – so it was a fun way to conclude our birding time in Nome! 

Monday, June 8 – Travel Day: Nome to Seward 

Today was primarily a travel day, as we returned to Anchorage from Nome and then traveled by vans to 
Seward, where we had our boat trip scheduled for the following day. Our flight back to Anchorage was 
on time and the drive to Seward was scenic (that’s an understatement!) as we made our way around 
Turnagain Arm and then south on the Kenai Peninsula. We arrived in Seward in late afternoon, with 
enough time before dinner for many to explore around the marina and enjoy their first Sea Otter 
sightings. 
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Tuesday, June 9 – Resurrection Bay and Kenai Fjords Boat Trip 

We met on the boat dock adjacent to our hotel this morning to begin an adventure many had been 
eagerly anticipating – our Resurrection Bay and Kenai Fjords boat trip. Once underway, it did not take 
long for the action to start, as we enjoyed sightings of Bald Eagle, Pigeon Guillemot, Marbled Murrelet 
and several crowd-pleasing Sea Otters shortly after leaving the marina. Moving into deeper water, we 
found a Hump-backed Whale and then we made a brief cruise along Callisto Head, where we were able 
to see a Mountain Goat on the steep slope adjacent to the shore. 

Continuing on, the seabird activity really picked up as we neared the Chiswell Islands. Here we found 
Horned and Tufted Puffins (and the crowd went wild!), along with many Common Murres and Black-
legged Kittiwakes. After passing the Chiswells, we made a turn and started up the Northwestern Lagoon 
on our way to the Northwestern Glacier within Kenai Fjords National Park. Additional bird species we 
saw along the way included Parakeet Auklet and Kittlitz’s Murrelet. In the vicinity of the glacier terminus 
there were many Harbor Seals hauled out on the ice chunks and we also noted a couple of noisy Black 
Oystercatchers on the shore. 

In addition to all the birds and mammals, the experience of seeing a massive tidewater glacier from the 
water was a special feature of this tour. Once we were as close as safely possible, the captain turned off 
the boat engines. We could then hear the glacier groaning and cracking, along with the sounds of the 
frequent ice avalanches – a truly wonderous experience! From here we started working our way back to 
Seward, but the fun wasn’t over yet, as the captain was able to stop along the way and get us in position 
to see a resident family group of Killer Whales – yet another highlight in a full, but highlight-filled day on 
the water. 
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Wednesday, June 10 – Lowell Point | Alaska SeaLife Center | Back to Anchorage 

For the final day of the tour (which seemed to arrive too soon!) we started with an optional early morning 
outing along Lowell Point Road, just south of Seward. Our first stop was along the shore, where we had 
good views of several Barrow’s Goldeneyes and Harlequin Ducks, despite a bit of morning fog. We then 
moved on to a trailhead parking lot surrounded by temperate rainforest. With a bit of patience (and 
James’ great ears) we enjoyed sightings of a variety of woodland species, including Rufous Hummingbird, 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Brown Creeper, Hermit Thrush and Townsend’s Warbler. 

Following our early morning outing, we returned to the hotel to pack up and then made our way to the 
Alaska SeaLife Center in Seward. Here we saw some of the birds up close that we had seen from the boat 
and it was especially fun watching them (and the seals and sea lions) swim underwater. 

Then it was time to start back to Anchorage, with a couple of stops planned to break up the drive. The 
first was at the Bear Creek fish weir, where we had close views of salmon working their way upstream 
and several birds such as Chestnut-backed Chickadee, American Dipper and Varied Thrush. Later we 
stopped near Tern Lake for a pleasant picnic lunch (and just missed the rain!) and then made our last 
birding stop of the tour at Potter Marsh near Anchorage, where we saw Trumpeter Swan, Canada Goose, 
Short-billed Gull and Arctic Tern from a roadside pull-off. 

After arriving back in Anchorage and getting settled in our rooms, we met in early evening for a final 
checklist session and dinner together. Some of the tour highlights mentioned when the group was 
quizzed included puffins, muskox, the boat trip and the landscape views in Nome. And of course, some 
said it was too hard to choose just one! 
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Tour Sightings: As a group we saw 123 species of birds. A full list of our sightings can be viewed here. 

Tour Photos: More photos of birds, places and people from the tour can be viewed here. 

Trip Report Photos – Page 1: Bluethroat (Jerry), Killer Whale (Billie), Mountain views on the flight to Nome (Kip) 
Page 2: Kincaid Park birding (Billie), Eagle River Nature Center scenery (Kip), American Three-toed Woodpecker 
(Jerry), American Dipper (Billie), Red-throated Loon (Billie)  Page 3: Red-necked Grebe on nest (Jerry), Boardwalk 
birders at Eagle River Nature Center (Billie),  Page 4: Willow Ptarmigan (Kip), 34 Mile Ridge in Nome (Billie), 
Pacific Golden-Plover (Jerry), Muskox (Billie), Rufous Hummingbird (Jerry) Page 5:  Bluethroat fan club (Kip), 
Bluethroat (Billie), Long-tailed Jaeger (Kip), Guides photo-op in Nome (Billie), Moose (Billie) Page 6: Horned 
Puffin (Kip), Sea Otter (Billie)  Page 7: Humpbacked Whale in Resurrection Bay (Kip), Kenai Fjords scenery (Billie), 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee (Billie), Our boat trip route & highlights (Billie), Thick-billed Murres (Kip) Page 8: 
Black Oystercatcher (Billie), Harbor Seals (Kip), Barrow’s Goldeneye (Kip), Northwestern Glacier (Billie), Hermit 
Thrush (Jerry), Page 9: Our fine Classic Alaska group! 

https://ebird.org/tripreport/534233
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipN8nPGFAbMgI8wZPqgT4A1dJEcLVWB1xGCBDEbU8F8_OqknCKGyfmC3AGu7r5juQA?key=TGV5Yk1vQngwRllEa2dDbzZIUzJQc1JOOTlQSWVR

