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Compiled by guide & host Rick Weiman with local guide Marco Silva.

Our 11 adventurous clients included Beth, Brett, Debbie, Pam, Kay, Reba,
Leslie, Walter, Lori S., Brian, and Lori M.

A journey to Brazil’s Pantanal region has been described by many as a trip of lifetime, and with good
reason. Our tour saw an amazing array of birds, mammals, and reptiles on our journey. Some of our
avian highlights included Hyacinth Macaws, American Pygmy Kingfisher, Pale-crested, Ringed, and
Crimson-crested Woodpeckers, Orange-cheeked Parrots, Red-legged Seriema, Greater Rhea, and many
more. However, mammals were the star of the tour, especially in the southern and northern Pantanal
where we saw 21 Giant Anteaters, several Southern Tamanduas, Crab-eating Foxes, Giant Otters, South
American Tapirs, and of course Jaguars. In addition, Speckled Caimans and Capybaras were seen every
day of the tour. Our 3-day Amazon extension at the Jardim da Amazonia added to what was already a
long list of lowland South American species and also looks at the very unique Mittermeier’s Sika Monkey
and the critically endangered Cone-billed Tanager. In summary, Brazil is a nature lovers paradise and a
place every birder should visit once in their lives (or more!).

BIRDS (247):

The eBird link below details the 247 species of birds our group observed or heard during the tour which
includes the 3-day Amazon extension and our pre-tour bonus birding morning in a local Campo Grande
park. If you're new to eBird, be sure to click “Show All Details” on the right side of the list to expand the
report and reveal where and when each of the birds were seen and how many. The eBird checklists used
for this report were compiled by our local guide Marco Silva.
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The following is a list of additional mammal, reptile and amphibian species we were also lucky enough to
find during the trip.

1

Naturalist Journeys, LLC PO Box 16545 Portal, AZ 85632 PH:866.900.1146
naturalistjourneys.com | travel@naturalistjourneys.com



https://ebird.org/tripreport/545812

MAMMALS (25):
Southern Tamandua Tamandua tetradactyla — We were lucky enough to see two of these arboreal

anteaters strolling across the savannah during our safari rides on June 25 at Pousada Aguapé.

Giant Anteater Myrmecophaga tridactyla — We spotted a total of 21 Giant Anteaters during our days at
Pousada Aguapé, including a mother carrying a large baby on her back. We also had a presentation from
the researchers helping with the local Giant Anteater orphan reintroduction program.

Six-banded Armadillo Euphractus sexcinctus — This species was particularly common the first couple of
days in the southern Pantanal, scurrying and digging holes all over the grounds at Pousada Aguapé.
Nine-banded Armadillo Dasypus novecmcinctus — Not as common but seen several times in the
southern Pantanal on safari rides.

Proboscis Bat Rhynchonycteris naso — We had a small group of roosting bats on the Rio Claro River.
Greater Bulldog Bat Noctilla leporinus — Mostly observed zooming around the lodge lights and dining
areas at Piuval Lodge.

Great Fruit-eating Bat Artibeus lituratus — Leslie first spotted one zipping through the dining room area
during dinner at Jardim da Amazonia.

Black-tailed Marmoset Micro melanurus — Another Leslie sighting as she saw one cross the path on a
vine on one of our forest hikes at Jardim da Amazonia.

Black-and-gold Howler Monkey Alouatta caraya — Small troops were observed several times during the
tour, mostly on river boat rides.

Black-striped Capuchin Sapajus libidinosus — These monkeys were seen but never very well in the
southern Pantanal near Pousada Aguapé, and also at South Wild.

Black-faced Black Spider Monkey Ateles chamek — Unfortunately we did not see these guys but heard
their loud calls per Marco on one of our forest hikes at Jardim da Amazonia.

Mittermeier’s Sika Monkey Pithecia mittermeieri — Seeing this very wooly monkey on our last day of
the tour at Jardim da Amazonia was a thrill for those lucky enough to be around when they showed up.
South American Coati Nasua nasua — We saw a family group of 21 (yes, we counted) cross the
Transpantaneira Road in front of the van single file. A few more stragglers also seen on other drives.
Crab-eating Fox Cerdocyon thous — Multiple sightings at the various lodges and on the Transpantaneira
Road including one group of 5 foxes together.

Ocelot Leopardus pardalis — One showed up at the mammal feeding station at SouthWild on our first
night there and we have the pictures to prove it.

Jaguar Panthera onca — Wow! We saw 6, and 3 of them were all to ourselves, at least initially. A great
example of ecotourism in action as they are no longe hunted here but are now a valuable tourism draw
that employs many local people. The Jaguars seemed to ignore us and go on about their lives despite all
the boat paparazzi around them.

Giant Otter Pteronura brasiliensis — If we voted these were probably the 2" iconic Pantanal mammal
the group wanted to see the most on the tour. We were lucky enough to spend time with two family
groups on different days, watching them swim and fish together. We even saw 3 of them chomp down
their fresh fish catch close enough for amazing cell phone videos.

South American Tapir Tapirus terrestris — We did not see any of these in the southern or northern
Pantanal and thought for sure we had missed our opportunity, but when we were about 10 minutes
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away from Jardim da Amazonia lodge on the extension our guide and driver spotted 2 of them in a field
just as the sun was setting. We also saw tracks on our daily forest hikes at the lodge.

White-lipped Peccary Tayassu pecari — One was seen near a pond during a safari drive at Pousada
Aguapé. Apparently this species is rarer and larger than the Collared Peccary, which we did not see.
Red Brocket Mazama americana — We saw this species of deer on the Transpantaneira near Piuval
Lodge and later on the Transpantaneira Road on the way to Porto Joffe.

Pampas Deer Ozotoceros bezoarticus — Several were observed on safari drives at Pousada Aguapé.
Marsh Deer Blastocerus dichotomus — Spotted several times along the Transpantaneira Road including a
male with fuzzy antlers.

Brazilian Guinea Pig Cavia aperea — Not many saw it, but we did encounter one along the
Transpantaneira en route to Porto Jofre.

Azara’s Agouti Dasyprocta azarae — One was spotted on an afternoon safari ride at Piuval Lodge.
Capybara Hydrochoerus hydrochaeris — The world’s largest rodent was ever present on the tour, seen
basically every day at different lodges, in city parks, and in marshes along the roads we passed.

REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS (13):
Big-headed Pantanal Swamp Turtle Acanthochelys macrocephala — We saved one of these side-necked

turtles by moving it off the Transpantaneira Road before it got accidentally flattened.

Tropical House Gecko Hemidactylus mabouia — This introduced species was seen on the walls of several
of the lodges we stayed at.

Amazon Lava Lizard Tropidurus torquatus — We had several of these at Piuval Lodge.

Giant Ameiva Ameiva ameiva — A common lizard ranging in size and color, easily observed at Pousada
Aguapé.

Cope’s Mabuya Notomabuya frenata — A small skink Reba spotted in the road on a walk on the trails on
the Amazon extension

Argentine Black-and-white Tegu Salvator merianae — We had some quick looks at these very large, fast,
and wary lizards.

Green Iguana Iguana iguana — We saw Green Iguanas of various sizes lounging on branches on our river
boat tours mostly.

Yellow Anaconda Eunectes notaeus — The only anaconda we saw was spotted by our driver Jose along
the side of the Transpantaneira Road. It was about six feet long and allowed us all to get a good look at it
before it slithered off into the scrub.

Coral Snake (species not identified) — A few of us got a quick look on a walk on the Amazon extension. It
was gone before we could photograph or identify it as there are several different Coral Snakes in Brazil.
Patagonia Green Racer Philodryas patagoniensis — Two of these very fast (and venomous) snakes
crossed the Transpantaneira Road in front of the bus. Identified later by photos Rick quickly snapped.

Yacare (or Speckled) Caiman Caiman yacare — Caimans of all sizes were our seen throughout the tour,
less so on the extension. We even saw one in the mouth of a Jaguar!

Chaco Tree Frog Boana raniceps — Several of us had these small frogs in their bathrooms at SouthWild.
Miranda’s White-lipped Frog Leptodactylus macrosternum —These very large tree frogs were shared
guests in a few rooms and liked the lodge porch lights at SouthWild.
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