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Trip Report

Junel5-21, 2013

Woody Wheeleguide with eight participants:Jdin andMary, Chrstine,Bob, Nancy, Dawn, Geye,
andBonnie

Sat., Jund5 Arrival in Billings / Cody / Lake- Yellowstone Park

Under sunny skies, we embarked upon our journey to Yellowstone, the Grand Tetons and Beartooth
Mountains. In the westerthemed town of Cody, we had a picnic lunch outside of the Buffalo Bill
Historic Center. We could not help but rw# that an Indian Pow Wow was taking place in the adjacent
park. Our group dispersed: some taking in the Pow Wow and some the historic center. All were
impressed by their respective experiences.

. In mid-afternoon, we headed west for Yellowstone up the
,vef-; scenic Shoshone River Gorge to Sylvan Pass. Just beyond
4 the pass were two sparkling emerald lakes, followed by a
breathtaking view of Yellowstone Lake, the Grand Tetons
beyond, and wildflowers at odeet. As we entered the
park, evidence of past wildfires were abundant, and before
too long, our first mammalg Bison.

As we descended to Yellowstone Lake, we saw two Y-ellow
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several Califona Gulls. The park, its intoxicating beauty

and abundant wildlife were already on display.

Dinner at the bke Hoel was outstanding assual. A string
quartet played softly in the background as we compiled the
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eager to get out the next day to explore this extraordinary
place.
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Sun.,Junel6 Hayden Valley, Lake Butte, Fishing Bridge

Refreshing brisk mountain air and a bluebird sky greeted us this morning as we headed out. Just a few
miles down the road we encountered Bison and our first group of elk. As we headed into the expansive
meadows of Hayden Valley, the numbers of Bison and Elk increased significantly. The Bison had many
calves with them. While scanning the valley, we fo&aahdhill Cranes and a variety of waterfowl:
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Phalarope spun around and around stirring up its food.

Continuing westward, we stopped for lunch and a visit toutsitor center at Canyon. Then we

returned via Hayden Valley and a stop at LeHardy Rapids. In the area of greatest water turbulence,
Dawn Spotted our first Harlequin Duc#t stunning male feeding in tandem with another male in the
whitewater. Eventudy it came out of the water and perched on a rock, allowing our group to see and
photograph it clearly. Our first American Dipper then landadhe near shoreaffordlng good Iooks for
everyone prior to returning to its nest on the s : : =
opposite shore.

Wildflowers and butterflies were also on displa
here, including LarkspuBluebells and
Avalanche LilliesFollowing this terrific show of |
water birds and wildflowers, we headed on to
Indian Pond, where more wildflowers were on
display, as well as Spott&hndpipers on a
muddy spit in the pond. We hiked to the beache
along Yellowstone Lake where a flock of
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Nextwe stopped for & ellowbellied Marmot perched conspicuously on rocks along the lake shoreline.
After pausingwe noticedtwo young marmotgoining the adult fora family show. We then ascended
Lake Butte for its magnificent view of Yellowstone Lake and the Grand Tetons in the distance. A
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appearanceshere.

On the way back we had a special
surprise-ayoung male gazly was
feeding on a carcasshundred
yards from Fishing Bridge. We
watched it eat the remnants of the
carcass, then some grass followed
by a drink of water. Then it
ambled toward us and the many
others gathered on the bridgeWe
all enjoyedterrific looks,
photographs, and videsof this

L L spectacle.

Naturahst Journeys LLEeOBox 16545 Portal, AZ 85632PH 520 558. 1146T oll free 866.900.146 Fax 650.47%667
www.naturalistjourneys.com Emailinfo@naturalistjourneys.com




Mon., June ¥ Grand Teton National Park/Jackson Lake

ww Bright and early, we set off for Grand Teton Park.

En route, we saw two bull elk with large racks

wading in the shallows of Yellowstone Lake in the
glistening waters with the Absaroka Mountains

behind-- a picture-perfect moment. Not far down

the road, we stopped at Lewis Falls to enjoy the

views of this gorgeous cataract and to look for the
nesting birds underneath Lewi&iverBridge. We

had great success theren American Dipper

perching in a confiding manneand numerous

Cliff Swallows going to and from their adobe

houses glued to the underside of the bridgén
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We continued south along the shores of Jackson Ligkeéng in some of the best mountain scenery in

the United States. At Willow Flats, Graham spotted our first American Moose with a calf. Further on at
Oxbow Bend, a place of breathtaking beauty where the Snake River bends in serpentine fashion with the
Tetons behind it, we found two nesting Osprey and a third soaring above. A Bald Eafieandbspand

a Redtailed Hawk was aggressively chaseflightby a Common Raven. White Pelicans floated
majestically downriver along with Common Mergansers and a Dexrelted Cormorant, and a
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show, firered Sarlet Gillia and Pinkowering Sticky Geranium were in full bloahour feet

. "DIVIDE Qu‘% ®

PREVATION 7988 [~ =

We then stopped at Jackson Lake Lodge for an elegant lunch with the Tetons framed by the restaurant
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returned to Yellowstone Park, stopping at the Continental Divide for a group photo. In the mid

afternoon, we checked into Old Eaful lodge, pulling in just as Old Faithful geyser erupted. Once we

were checked in to this historic inn with amazingly intricate wood beam construction, everyone took
walks around the spectacular geyser basin. John and Mary watched an adult dippegféegoung
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Geyserwhich erupts sporadicallgrupted for nearly an hour as they were passing by.

| Tues.,June B Fountain Paint Pots, DunravePass to Cooke City, Montana

On another clear, sunny day, we set out for the Fountain Paint Pots geyser area. As so often happens in
Yellowstone, we were distracted along the way by wildlife. A nice group of Bison with calves was grazing
in an openfield. While looking at them, Bob noticed a large bird sitting in the meadow, which turned

out to be a Golden Eagle.

At the entrance to Fountain Paint Pots, we found a Mountain Bluebird and nesting Tree Swallows, sitting
calmly near their nest holm close proximity to the board walk. The paint pots themselves, with their
colorful, muddy, bubbling mix of pools, geysers &mntiaroleswere captivating toan an artistic way

Our next stop was Dunraven Pass where we hiked a stretch of the trail #&/&hburn, the highest
point in the park. Along the way we saw Least Chipmunk, Getdertled Ground Squirrel, and our first
{ 0SSt f SANIger Swallowtall perched fetchingly upon a pitredian Paintbrush, Shooting Star and
Monkey flowers were ifiull bloomalong the trail
Following a picnic lunch along the Yellowstone River,
we headed east up the Lamar Valley. It did not take
long for the wildlife sightings in this famous valley to
commence First we saw two Pronghorn parents
tending totheir fawn. Further on we found huge
herds of Bison, well over 1,000 in number, along with
. additional Pronghorn.

As we exited the parét the Northeast gateChristine
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enjoyed terrific views of two adult Ble@Bear grazing

= \ L on a steep meadowNearbya Western Tanager
perched on top of a snag where everyone cosge it clearly.
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short distance into Cooke City, Montana where we checked into our rooms and then enjoyed a dinner in
the cozy and excellent Log Cabin Restaurant.

Wed., June B - Lamar Valley

Bright and early, we ate a sumptuous breakfast at the Log Cabin Inn prior to our wildlife safari in Lamar
Valley. While we were eating breakfast a park rargtepped by taspeakwith us about wolves and

other wildlife. We then set out and first stopped Soda Butte to enjoy this unusual formation, and its
active CIliff Swallow colony. While enjoying this scene, a young man from the Wolf Watclpghedp

over in his woHwatching car anahotified us of a wolf sighting just ahead down the road. Weedowo

the van like the Keystone cops, and quickly but safely drove to the cluster of people gathered to watch
the wolf. We joined them and all had superb looks through the spotting scope of the female known as
GaA RRf S DNJI-waicheis2Thig Was treméntictis thrill

Buoyed by this fortunate sighting, we continued on, and soon found another group of people scanning
the horizon with scopes. This time, there were two Grizzly Bears on the distant slopes. Once again, we
all had good looks of thiother icoric species of Yellowstone.

Feeling confident by these sightings, most of our group hiked up themleetrail to Trout Lake in
search of River Otters. Although we did not find this species, we di§" g - :

find a Muskrat, a large group of Cutthroablit heading upstream to [
spawn, and a female Western Tanager.

As we headed toward our picnic lunch spot while searching for

including five kids.

Finally, we paused for lunch on a large log overlooking Soda Creekf=
the Absaroka ,
Mountains. After [
lunch we stopped
for a creek side visit to Soda Creek. Dawn Nancy

* and Bob waded in the bracing yet refreshing waters
.. of the creek.

' We then pulled ito Cooke City in the afternoon.

_ Some opted to rest and stay in town; others opted
to search for Moose and other wildlife east of
town. Ttle lattertrip yielded more Mule Deer,
wildflowers, and stunning scenery. By mid
afternoon, we were all were back @ooke City

Naturalist Journeys, LLE0OBox 16545 Portal, AZ 85632PH: 520.558.1146Toll free 866.900.146 Fax 650.47%667
www.naturalistjourneys.com Emailinfo@naturalistjourneys.com



exploring the outside opesair markets, the old general store, the nice visitor center and more. This
rustic formermining town set among the craggy peaks of theakblsa Mountaings charming and
picturesque.

Thurs, June20 ¢ Beartooth Highvay

The famous journalist Charles Kurault called the Beartooth Highway the most beautiful in America for a
reason. Today we set out under partly sunny skies, to find out why. We stopped at the Pilot Peak
viewpoint to take in the spectacular panorama bétAbsaroka Mountain range, including the 11,000

foot spire of Pilot Peak. Uintah Ground squirrels stood sentry watching us. Common Ravens cruised by
hoping for a picnic.

We then drove up the Beartooth Pass highway, stoppiear the top of the pass to search for birds,
wildlife and wildflowers. We founseveral Graxrowned Rosy Finches working around the edges of
large snow patchegyathering seeds

At our next stop, we encountered spectacular wildflowers. The flowersamewere in miniature,
Forgetme-nots, Penstemon, Phlox, Moss Campion among theadapted to survive the extreme
conditions that exisbn 10,900foot Beartooth Pass. Although small, they grate vivid. As Bob said,
they looked as though they were paéa on to the rocks. Dawn said that this for her was a trip
highlight.

Not far from this W|Idflower show, we searched the snowfields for b|rd spemes that also adapt to these
extreme alpine conditions. It did not take long to find them: Americait i Black Rosy Finches,
onceagain working the edge of the snowfields.

We stopped near the small ski area that vetif

operating and found a Hoary Marman the rocks near

a snowfield Alarmed, he Hoary ran across a

snowfield, his tail bobbingkyward.

On the way back down the pass, we stopped for a

picnicat Island Lakewith a sensational view of the

Beartooth Mountains behinthem. Mountain
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in vivid lighting. Marsh Marigolds in fulldoim

carpeted the landscape at our feet.

Naturalist Journeys, LLE0OBox 16545 Portal, AZ 85632PH: 520.558.1146Toll free 866.900.146 Fax 650.47%667
www.naturalistjourneys.com Emailinfo@naturalistjourneys.com



