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Trip Report

Ed and Sil Pembleton, guides, witparticipants:Owen and Ruth, Edane and Lynn

Surday, October 13 Arrivald Faville Grove Prairie/ Welcome Dinner with Dr. Stanley Templk

Everyone arrives by 1 pm and we eat lunch at the ... .
surprisingly good, if a bit slow on service, airport = 4
restaurant and depart for our first experiea at ,_’ (/14 g
al RA&a2y | dzR dzow $ddéuarg hegl A

Lake Mills.

It was here, at the invitation of thhomesteading
Faville and Tilkson families, thatAldo Leopold and  §
his students pioneered cooperative wildlife researcli Y
and habitat restorabn with local armers and
landowners in the 193s. That initiaplantingof the
land ethic has remained viablgrowing and
spreading as local cooperators work with Madison Audubon to regicagies and savannahs.

We are greetedy resident manager, David Mul§
one of the leaders whdevoteuntold hours to
fosteringand carrying out the restoration efforts in
the area. With him i®ave Tillotson, a member of |
one of thel NJBHomMeSteading families wheecalls
FINYSNE YSSGAYy3a gA0GK !
livingroom.
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David gives us an update on the progression of land protection
and restoration around the initial 60 acres of native prairie that

[ S21L1R2{R 320 GKS ! yAOGSNEAGE (2
FavilleGrove Sanctuary has now grown to ov@f@acres with

more than 300 acres of restored prairie and wetlands and 40
acres ofoak savanna woodlands DaV|d explams that pralrle
restorations are carried 50 % ¢ a

out with locally
5 \ , \ collected seed using up
to 150 speues and then takes us out into one of theares
areas to see the diversity created by thieard work. Our hike
takesusto a patch of oak savanna woodlands basedlo® most
easternoutcrop of1.5 Billion year ol@araboo quartzitesome
of the oldest rock in Wisconsin.

All too soon, we had east to our hotel in Madison and freshen up for our dinner appointmemt

Stanley Temple, who is now a Senior Fellow at the Aldo Leopold Foundaitisnusfor our welcome

dinner at a traditional Wisconsin supper club. Dr. Temple explains the hedet@dy from his

professorship and head of the Department of Wildlife Ecology at the University of Wisconsin (a position
ONBIFGSR YR KSftR o0& !'fR2 [S2LRfR0 G2 Sy3aFr3asS LIS2
¢SYLX SQa Sy3dl X yYyAyXlydAy $22R f RDA LIKAf 282LKe YIS
pursuit with such great succesghe meal is wonderful and wage so engagedith Dr. Temple that we

are surprised to learn that it is past closing time.

Monday, October 14 Univ. of WisconsinArboretum/ Lunch with Leopold biographer Curt
Meine/ Aldo Leopold Center & Shack.

' F3GSNJ & Sail SR everihiindia NdstgBdrigive have a leisurely breakfast at our hotel
before heading to the University of Wisconsin Arboret@nunique facility founded by Aldo Leopold and
a committee of visionary professors in the 1930s.

. Our bird list takesome scratches ana big jump whera posse
& of Wild Turkeys patrolling the grounds greets$ G&ipping
seae Sparrows feed on the edge of timeowed lawn and Goldfinches
E® are stripping the last seed from cup plantsethfavorite native
# sunflower.Eastern Blue Birds sing asrguide and naturalist
®3 extraordinaire, Kathy Minearrives. Kathy, who aldeadsthe
¥ | ND 2 NBundavc@lébrationof R2 [ S2 L2 f RQa LK
with a reading oA Sand County Almanasoon joirs us.

Kathyshowers us with anix of historical background and
natural history as weenture into the first ever prairie
restoratiort one of the groundbreaking ideas that
originated herein the 1930sAldo Leopold and the
founders had a vision of Arboretum bmyd the typical
tree collection. Thewanted it to be a living laboratory
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GKFG AyOfdzZRSR Ylyeée 2F 2A4302yary
guestions in habitat restoratiomA migratng flock ofmore than

300 Doublecrested Cormorants
draws our attention skywardVe
meet Big Bluestem and othéall
}prairie grassesand in a patch of
some of the original prairi&athy
findsa native thistlethe preferred
soft lining inGoldfinch nest.
Within a few feet we discover just such a n#sit was only recetly
abandonedA few steps further and we finGlosed Gentiamgne of the
last prairie plants to bloonn the fall.

We circle the visitor center and find Downy Woodpeckers and Gelden
crowned Kinglets feeding in trees around the site of the former CCC ca
Some of the CCC buildings are still in use.

All too soon, we depart for lunch with Leopold biograplarthorand conservationisiCurt Meine at

the Blue Spoon Café in Saeikairie duSac. We find Curt and learn that the café that is very popular
(good food does that) and a bit crowded when we arrive. We enjoy delicious meals and settle into an
interesting conversation with Curt about his efforts to bring a land ethic and good pdbdies
management of public and private lands. It is quickly obvious that it takes a great deal of organizing,
strategy and maneuvering to bring about the political will, or the will in politicians, to carry out a land
ethic.

We head orto the Aldo Leopld Center and meet Anna 43
Hawley Education Assistant, who is our tour coordinator .. _ . ﬁ
and guide at the Aldo Leopold Foundation. Anna gives Ui
insight into the design thinking and practical tradesoff
required of asuskinable buildnlR S @2 1 SR G2 !
flyR SGKAO® 5SaONAOSR AY 3
GKS flyR SiKAOZ¢ GKS LIty

U. S. Green Building Coundih. fact, theLeadership in Y 4
Energy and Environméal Design (LEED) program awarded
the highest score of any building in the United States!

Carson Main joins us and we head down to the Leopold Shack, which has gained iconic status in
conservation cir@s and was designatedNational Historic Landmaitk 2009 To the Leopold it was
G ¢KS { KI O] dkace b ieSeat and riefeadiehative

i habiats on weekends and holidayswas an old chicken coop on
| a worn out farm along the Wiscondgiverthat served as a refuge.
% Over the decades it remagd a shack, but was transformed into
4 an intellectual incubator. Carson shows us historical photographs
{ T2NJ O2YLI NRaz2y G2 G2RIF&Qa flFyR
? down the path and answers our questions regarding the Leopold
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family and their experieras here. We end our tour with a walk &
down to the sitewhere a tree once stood and wasade famous &=
oe [S2LRftRQa Saale GKS aD22R

We depart just as rain promises to arrive and headdarby T
wA @SNDa HRifger andodr 2o8ging for the remainder |
of the tour.

Tueglay, October 15 Necedah National Wildlife Refuge/ International Crane FoundatidGF) \

The cold front that arrived last night continues to deliver rain this morning so we contact the
International Crane Foundation and arrange to switch our tour to the afternoon and head to Necedah
National Wildlife Refuge.

l'f R2 [ S2 L RQandavdridaRistifisiafiea événdaitoreSt Was designated as a refuge. Two
of his students, Fran and Fredrick Hammerstrom, carried out pioneering wildlife redezreech

developing methods of studyirf@rairie Chickens (a bird not likely to be found in thisoegoday).

Currently the refuge igestoring habitats and isne of the centers leading efforts to reintroduce and
restore populatiors of Whooping Craneasbirds we do hope to see if we can gain access to the refuge.
Access to the refuge is in question basa the Federal Government is |n the mldst of a shut down. Even
the phones and website are closedo S : ' i
we have to take our chances and see
what areas are accessible.

We know the visitor center is closed
and find that the best areas to see
Whooping Cranes argated with no
entry, but fortunately, the refuge is
bordered and crossed by a few
essential roads that cannot be closed.
A light cold rain persists, but does not
deter our birding interests. §

We arrive at a restored oak/pine . 75 o3 3 AL
savannah and are rewarded inediately wit our Irst sig tlngo a Reth WoodpeckerT hat

is soon followed bgightings oHairy and Redbellied Woodpeckers, Whitbreasted Nuthatches anithe
call of a Pileated Woodpecker. Rain lessens and we walk through the savannadtdb stir legs. Very
quickly we find several more Réeaded Woodpeckers, apparentlyey are part of a familial colony.
We have hit the woodpecker jackpot!

Light rain is falling again, so a picnic at a pavilion back near town seems like a good ideat e s

leave the refuge, but are stopped short by an immature Bald Eagle that flies up and perches in a dead
tree alongside the road. The pavilion proves to be a great place for a wonderful lunch, including
homegrown tomatoes.
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We head back to the Interi@nal Crane :
Foundation, arriving just as the clouds parfas
and the sun breaks through. Cully Shelton#s
ICF Interpretive Programs Manager greets
us. As part of our orientation, we view/ C|
new film that celebrates their 40
.\ anniversaryand focuses on their WorIdW|dseﬁorts to protect and

restore crane populationdVe head out to meet representatives of all

15 species of cranes on the planet. These graceful and elegant creatures
are the perfect ambassadors for birds and people, whocgriekly

captivated by their beauty.

We learn that a few have populations that are doing well, even thriving,
but most like the Whooping Crane in the U. S., are faced with sever limits on their numbers, loss of
suitable habitats and other threats.

Theweather cooperags better than the Federal governmentoQds fill in again, but naain falls for the
next three hoursandwe head for dinner in nearby Baraboo.

Wedneglay, October 16 John Muir Memorial Park/ Sandhill Cranes on the Wisconsin
River/ DutchOven DinnefLeopold Center

We depart for breakfast in historic Portage Wisconsin, taking Levee Road past the Leopolal@teck
the south bank of the Wisconsin RivBiear the east end of the road, where it borders a wildlife
managementrea, we spot thee game birds: Chucka@pbwhite Quail (a bird that has become scarce
over much of its range in the stategnd then a Ringecked Pheasant. We learn later that all of these
birds were likely recently released.

In Portage we meet for breakfast with oguide, Mark Martin,
who has just returnedrom a trip and is anxious to get out to
Muir Park. Mark, recently retired from the Wisconsin b
Department of Natural Resources, can now devote even mog ¥
time to his many conservation efforts and work with Madisoni
Audubon. He knows both the history and the natural history ¢
the area and has been one of the leaders in protecting and §
developing Muir Park.

& Fall colors in the prairie and woodlands greet ubright
Y muted light when we reach the park. After a bit of
¥4 background, we begin our hike through the prairie, wetlands
¥ and woods around the glacial lake that is a central feature
¥ & here.Mark points out the plant communities in the wetland
and prairie zones and reaats the habitat restoration efforts
1 here. We discover several new plants awne of udearn to
| identify familiar ones like Poison Sumac that lacks leaves, but
still holds distinctive white berries.
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The fall woods here is lush and many of the oldees have impressive
size. Mark takes us out to a fen on the edge of the lake where we find  ga#*
specialized plants growing in very wet soils. We arrive back at the picnicgis’
pavilion where we share lunch with Mark before he leaves for his next
appointment.

We teke a break after lunch to return to our rooms to change and get reg
F2N) GKA&a S@SyAy3aQa ONIyYyS 4l G§OKAY
After a snack of Wisconsin cheese, smoked salmon and crackers we ref
to meet Anna Hawley at the Leopold Centéfe set up the Dutch ovens
and Sil stays to prepare our evening meal.

Anna takesisdown past the Shack to a special blind the staff has erecteé@
on thebank of the Wisconsin Rivacross from a sandbar that Sandhill Cranes use as a roosting site.
Each fﬂ prlor to mlgratlng south for the winter, Sandhill Cranes gather here inlewger numbers
W RS ey ; ‘ before departlng for the south ahead of winter

FNBEST S dzldd ¢KA&A Aa SINIe@
pleased when half a dozen birds arrive early to
establish the rost. The breeze drops and Canada
Geese Bgin to arrive and join the cranes on the
river. Within a few minutes there are over 50
Sandhill cranes and several hundred Canada Geese
across from the blind and almost twice as many
. upstream from us. Numbers of ¢res and geese

continue to grow until sunset, when we return to

[ v,f,,muf(s [ S22t R /SYGisSNI FYR {4

e S il

¢C2YyA3AKGIQA RAYYSNE LINBLI NBR Ay 5dziOK 2¢Syas> Aa N
Leopold family used during their trips to tishack. Afteralong/aR OKAf f &8 RI &@ZZ g NI ¢
salad, apple cider, coffee and hot apple crisp hit the spot.

Thurgday, October 17 Coon Valley

After a late evening, we have a late breakfast and depart from Rivers Edge for Coon Valley to see the
first watershed based soil conservation project in the United States. Stunning fall colors are highlighted
with fog in the valleys as we head southeast & 2 A & O 2 yessargaliiat eRchldedritie glaciers.

In the village of Coon Valley, we meet Sam Skemp,
S5AA0NAROG / 2yaSNBFGAZ2YyAalG FT2N
Conservation Service, and Jon Lee, local

landownerfarmer, teacher and photographedom a

y family farm was the site of the tree nursery for the Coon
+ffSe LINRP2SOG FyR KS Aa |
history and its people.
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We drive up onto the ridge top and stop at a farn
that was included in the project to get a
panoramic view of thevalley. Hills here are steep
and composed of easily eroded soils. Newly
arrived emigrants were not familiar with the
weather patterns that caused erosion so sever
that towns in the valley were flooded and buried
in sediment. Sam gives us an introductiorths
historic undertaking of introducing new erosion
control techniques andfAR2 [ S2L12f R@®
Once he has us oriented, Sam has to return to his
office where a backlog of work has piled up during
the Federal government shutdown.

Jon takes over ahwe wind our way through a bucolic agrarian setting where farmers still maintain
small dairies andnultiple crop farms employing contour terraces, strip cropping patterns and
woodlands on really steep slopes. We spot falbd hawks soaring over the v@jl. Wild turkeys forage
in the harvested fields and based on their tracks and the number of deer stands, Whitetail deer
populations are doing very well heréon tells us that stream water quality is so excellent that a
substantial trout fishery attractanglers from a broad area. Wildlife as well as farming has recovered
and prospered in the Coon Valley watershed.

We return to the village of Coon Valley and the
{G201@FNR /FFSZ I t20F0A2y
by Aldo Leopold and his students®r- O 2 (G KSNB Q3
Mo nQa LIK2:G2 2F (GKS LINPFSaa:z
Bol Ol 2F GKS LIX I OS R2Ay3 LI LI
¥ photos of local landowners also adorn the walls and he
shares some of the personal histori®82 y Q& G f Sy i
humorous story tellinghines as we await our meals. In a

side conversationwo local farmers express concern

that gains in soil conservation will be lost as some locals

are shifting theifarmingpractices into larger single

crops. ltis clear that a culture of conservationca land

ethic is embedded in the community.

After lunch Jon takes us to his family farm and point ,
out the location of the tree nursery and CCC (Civiliar; .
Conservation Corps) that served the Coon Valley
project. From an old file he has brought Jon ectsea
copy of the original, handolored, farm conservation
plan and we can see how it was applied from this
vantage point overlooking the farm. Still actively
working on conservation projects, Jon describes son®
stream restoratimm work completed near hisouse. He
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then takes us to a nearkgctive project and then for comparison, further upstream to an area that has
not been restored.

Jon leaves us late in the day to meet his veterinarian that is coming to care for an injured cow (such is
the life of a famer) and we make a quick trip to a small Amish market that specializes in local produce
before heading back to dinner in Wisconsin Dells.

| Friday, October 18 5S0At Qa4 [ I-Gldial fction dnSncient Rdck & A Coot in a Tree!

After breakfast at the Log Cabin, a charming local Barabg
OF¥Sz S KSIR (2 2Aa02yaa
5S @At Odring the sutnmer crowds throng here to
camp, hike, climb, enjaye beauty of these ancient (1.7
Billion year ¢d) quartzite ro&s and engage in all kinds of
lake-based recreation. This time of year the park is seren
and cloaked in the beauty of fall colors.

We visit the north end of théake to get oriented at the
visitor center, one of severaleautiful buildings erected of
native stone by the depression era Civilian Conservation GQPE£)

From here we drive a curving tree enclosed road around the
west side of the park to the boat laundhrom this vantage
point we cansee howthe glaciers which did not enter the
valley, dammed iait both endswith terminal moraines to form
5SOrnakeQd |

We check for watefowl on the lake. Apparently cold fronts the
last few days have pushed waterfowl further south and
sightings are limited to Mallards, Cana@aese and a few American Coots.

We start toward the south end of the lke for a hike along Grotto tralt the

base of the talus slopavhen suddenly, from the back of the van Lynn cries
G/ 224G Ay I GNBSHé¢ 2SS o6 O] datioralbHof
us.

We reach the soutlshore picnic
area andhike on a path that
follows level ground with giant
blocks of quartzite that have
tumbled down the cliff to our left. No one wants to witness

the arrival of the next block. We note the largel olak and
mapletreesasV® LJ 4a& (K2 dzZ3K orbs§@hg6fQa |
2 302y aAiyQa RSa A Boyinaies By abveri(i dzNJ- €
story of red oaks that originated about the time of the Civil

Warand a nearly pure understory of red mapthis species
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rich area also has a few larger, older, open grown white oaks that predate that time period. Our hike
leads us down to the site of the old CCC camp where we find monuméme igouth who served.

Our hike takes longer than expected, so
we hurry back to thAldo Leoptd Center
for a picnic lunch and to meet for a land
ethic discussion with Anna Hawley. We
are forced to delay our arrival Lynn
discovers Sandhill Cranes feeding in a
winter wheat field a photographic
opportunity too good to miss.

Finished with our meal we settle with Annato
reflect on and discuss our experiences on the trip
and how they relate to our lives at home. Following
our discussions we use our open time to walk
trails, see exhibits we missed, visit the bookstore
and refect on what we have learnetthis week

¢KS ''tfR2 [S2LRtR C2dzyRI (A:
Buddy Huféker, and Director of Education,

Jennifer Kobylecky join us along side the warm
woodstove for aleliciouscatered farewell dinner

here at the center.

Sdurday, October19 Departures

2 SONB dzZlJ SINIeé& FyR KSFRSR G2 (G0KS aAfgldz1 SS ! ANL
holds clear and cool with no major ground or air traffic delays. With fond farewells, we all look forward
to a future alventure.
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