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This year market | { dzNJ f A dndugurs? tdpNd/N&a&rdgaa withgroup of four friends from

Oregm and Idahot K S O 2 wdaly domNtBn&xiorof natural history, culturegeology and political

historyare melded together to offer this unique itineratiyat is virtually unmatched in the regiofhe

route takes us from the cloud forests of the northern highlands down to the monsoon farégte

Pacific lowlads and ends othe island of Omtepe in LakeCocibolcawith the Maderas Volcano as a
backdrop.Together with the tour of a pottery workshop, an-gfpse encountewith a living and

breathing volcano, a visit towelcano covered in cloud forgsind delightful cuisingy (i Qa Yy #hatg 2 Yy RS NJ
this is sure to become a popular trip in the future.

Fri., Feb 16 & Sat., Feb. 17

On the first day everyone arrivedto Managua where we settled in to a nearby hotel for the nigim.

the following morning we had breakfast at the hoseld did some birding on the grounds until a local
guide arrived. We saw Spbteasted Oriole, Russeiaped Wren, Cinnamon Hummingbird, and Orange
fronted ParakeetPablo showed up and we embarked on a #aaur city tour of Managua to learn

about its recenhistorical and political pasEirst, we visited a hearbylagzawhere numerous historical
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buildings and landmarksere located as well as

statues of political leaders and historical figures.
tlrof2Qa AYyldAYFrGS ({y2¢ftSR3S
of events that took place within the last fifty

years helped to give insight on how Nicaragua

has been shaped into what it is today follow-

up visit to another plazalong the lakeshore

highlightedthe First] I Rfan@yifortowering,

light-studded metallic trees.

We returned to the hotel and had lunctinen started our journeyoward the northcentral highlands.
Our drive took us from the dry Pacific lowlands into the humid mountains where coffee farmsabiege
crops of various sorts, and evergreen broadleaf forest covered theWits arriving at El Jaguar
reserve wewere greeted by a pair of Crimsaollared Tanagerand alluring Goldeimooded Tanagers
We checked in tour rooms and had our first tagtmeal up in the cloud forest.

Sun., Feb. 18
WAIKG 0STF2NB oNBF{Frad GKAa Y2NYyAy3a ¢S sgaNetftSR (:
depulped. There was a plaodere some freskdirt waspiled up and had attractethree Russeinaped
Wood-Rails.Quite often this large, colorful rail can bificult to seewell, but these almost seemed
tame and we were afforded very close views and great photo opportuni@ésse by was a kitchen that
prepared meals for the local plantation workers and tHehg standing habit of thmwing out ground
corn husksstarted to attract Highland GuanBor numerousnonths of the yeathere can be as many as
50 or more feedlng alongside chickearsd we enjoyed very close views of this otherwise timid cloud
T & forest secies A pair of the
“ adorable Whitenaped Brush
Finches popped in and out of the
bushes and a cooperative male
Collared Trogon made a fine
showing.

“

2SS KFER OoNBF{Frad FyR
- long before some rain started to
; ' setin.So, we hunkered down and
enjoyed the birds that cameinto the banana racemes that were hung out near the recdydaon.
species of birds came tofegtly Of dzZRAYy 3 2NRLISYyR2f I aX OKf 2NR&aLA Yy Idzaz
saltators, and otherdBy midafternoon the weather lightened up and we were able to take a short walk
through the coffee plantation that led to some nearby forestKk SNB g1 ay Qi Y dzOK | OGAz2y
banana feeders continued to attract a lot of birds and a pair of the otherwiseisgulkrangebilled
NightingaleThrush bathed in the bird bath in plain view. Bushgsted Jaysere always prowling about
as well.
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Mon., Feb. 19

This morning we woke up to windy and wet
weather so had to postponeur boat trip for
the time being. By mignorning it had
lightened up enougho allowus to go see the
bird bandig station.ElJaguar reserve Isaone
of the longest standing stations foNdoSisite

in Central America and the two owners
(George and Liliana) were theleading the
efforts. A few ofus went up a wet trail to see a
set of nets andjot to see one of the prized
birds; a male Goldewinged WarblerThis
same male had been banded there some years
before so it was an extra special bikks we were leaving the banding station we bumped Bto
understory mixed flock that was moving fast. Were, however, able to sethe tiny Tawnycrowned
Greenlet,Plain Antvireoand the very scarce Eyaged FlatbillAlong the road we spied a Lobgled
Hermit that called from its perch well inside therestand then a Whitébreasted WooeWren that
poked along the side of a road cut.

We had lunch and by then the weather was a bit more cooperative. We rolled down the road a ways
and got to Laké\panador a boat ride As we trolled along the shorevtas fairly quiet until we found a
spot where there was a field and a tree line. It Wigevally crawling with birdsincluding a pair of
Roadside Hawks, Indigo Buntings, the graceful-Eolid Flycatchegrand some seedeater®own a

ways further on afile island we found Tropical Mockingbird, Barred Antshrike, Rweasted
Grosbeakand Greerbreasted MangoBYy the time we got back to the landing it was too late to go see
the black pottery shogo we headed back to El Jaguar. pmmsorgs ; i

Tues., Feb. 20 :
After breakfast we departed El Jaguar and drove to thels N
Selva Negra private reserwehich was also located in ,‘ A
the highlands! f (i K2 dzZ3 K A (hemlitaas Qi & ‘
quite windy and cool so the bird activity was very slowf TN
We went on a hike nonethelessidenjoyed the 3
montane forest. At one point a female Collared Forest " : ‘ f:
Falcon went gliding behind us low above the ground ar S
disappeared into the forest. While scanning for it we R t’ :
spotted a very cooperative Northern Barred et

Woodcreeper that sat on the side ofarge tree and "-|. ‘.‘

allowed for photosWe had a great lunch (and dessert) |

then continued south back into the Pacific lowlands. {\\}1 S
'} > ¥ \ ﬁ-’
S !
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We reachedhe Montibelli Reserve by latafternoon andwere greeted by some raucous White
throated MagpieJaysas well as Grayheaded Tanager that popped out of the bushes near the abin
Some bloomingngatrees above the parking lot attracted a nice array of hummingbirds including
{If Ay Qa Sa¥e8 NdmmiRgbird, Cinna®on Hummingbird, and Rthypated Hummingbird.
Abit later we had our first scrumptious dinner.

Wed., Feb. 21

This morning we woke to the roaring sounds of
some Mantled Howler monkeyxcross the ravine
from our cabinsWe had a delicious breakfast then
went on a walk into the monsoon forest on the
LINELISNIied hyS 2F GKS NI
way and we saw a nice variety of faudd.the :
trailhead was a lovely Turquoideowed Motmot
6UKS O2dzy i NE Q& y lnape® y I {
Wrens that were seemingly everywhei&e caught
up to the monleys and the troop includedfamale
with a newborn atop heback.A Bluethroated
Goldentailwas found perched alongside the trail
this is a prized species that is often difficult to loca
in the region Luisalsospied acouple ofLesser
Nighthawls onday rooss high up in th&suanacaste
trees. A bit further down the trail we accidentally
flushed up a Common Pauraque on a day roost a
were afforded great phot@pportunities. The last
prized sighting of the morning was a Northern
Potoo on a day roostvhich may have actually been
a nesting female.

However, the day was just beginningfter lunch
and a little siesta we departed for the nearby
Masaya Volcangt K SNB | NBy Qi @2 &
the WesternHemisphere wherg/ou can drive right N
up to a living, beathing caldera. The infrastructure Ssiy
was actually built before the caldera became activ" 2,
in 2015 and since then has become a major ;
destination when visiting Nicaragué/e first
stopped by a vista point to admire the national par
from a distanceand see dava spilthat occurred
nearly 300 years agtlpon entering the park we
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went straight up to see thévingcaldera

in the daylight hourand could appreciate
the layers or rock and askrom there we
descended a bit to enjoy a walksigned
museum that exhibited a wide array of

. displays on local flora and fauna and

© geology. dzi ¢S 6 SNBWeQili R2YyS ¢
went back to the main gate and waited for
the night tour We were able to get lined
up to enter with the first group as there
were already hundreds of people waiting.

As darkness descended upos we were
able to peerdeepinto the crater where

¥ steam and gases rose. Now and again as
. the steam lifted we could see molten lava
| that boiled to he surfaceWhat a way to
end the dayAt a nearby restaurant we
enjoyed a delicious dinner.

Thurs., Feb. 22

Today we would enjoy yet anotheet of

i experiencs includinganothervolcano,

but with adifferent twist. In Nicaragua
there are only two volcanoes that are old
enough and high enough to harbor cloud
forest; Mombacho is one of therpon
arriving at the park entrance we were
shuttled up the steep mountain road to

' 0KS gArard2NDRa OSWGESNI I G2
. was sunny down below, butur

destination wasnist-shroudedand windy

i We walked the mildong trail that

~ encircled one of the extinct cratessd

/ £ s . saw an assortma of blooming

bromellads and dovely IavendeSobrallaorchld Our local guide was alsdle to find the endemic
salamander named after the mountaiRor the most part the birds were hunkered down and quiet, but
we did manage to find a female Purgleroated Mountaingem.

We descended the mountain a ways and had a nice outdoor lunch bedoteuingon to ournext
destination In the small town of San Juan de Orientewsare given a detailed explanatiari the
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pottery making procesBy the
owner himselfThis Pre
Colombian tradition has been
revived by the towrand has

= become well known across the
region.The final stop at the end
of the day was a visit to the

! Masaya artisan center which

' covers an entire city block.

Fri., Feb. 23

We departed Montibelli after breakfast for our final
destination: the island odDmetepe.This freshwater
island actually consists of two ancient volcanoes that
connected each other long before humaasived.
Concepcion Volcano is still active and the extinct
Maderas Volcano is covered with monsoon forest on
the lower slopes and cloufdrest higher upWe

reached the port just in time and took a large ferry
across this giant lakélpon arriving wanade the short
drive to the Totoco Lodge nestled amidst the monsoon
forest on the lower slope of Maderad/e spent the
remainder of the dayround the lodgesnjoying the
serenity and the scenery as well as the array of sounds
given by the Whitghroated MagpieJays.

Sat., Feb. 24

After breakfast we headed dowthe hill to a nearby
village where we woulémbarkon our last activity for
the trip. Before reaching the village, however, we

were obliged to stop alongside the road &mimire a

very large group of Pacific Parakeets that were feeding
onthe seeds of the West Indian El@yazuma
ulmifolia-fam. Malvaceae)This recently split parakeet
has a fairly small range extending from the Pacific
slope of southwestern Mexico to southern Nicaragua.

We continued down the road and hopped into a
covered boato do some bird watching along the lakeshdvée encountered nmerous species of
kingfishers, herons andgeets, cormorantsiore parakeetsand even a meandering Magnificent
Frigatebird¢ KS Y2 NYyAy3IQa KAIKEAIKGE K26SOSNE ¢l a o0SAy3a |
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Thisisactuallyy 2 i | batKathéd Sn\eKténded
wetland that nearly traverses the island at its
lowest point between both volcanoefkegardless

of its denomination, & encountered a nice
assortment of aquatic birds not observed along the
lakeshoreincluding White IbisBlackbellied
WhistlingDuck, Barehroated TigerHeron, a pair

of Snail KitedNorthern JacanaRurple Gallinule,

and Limpkin.

Atfter our boat ride we headed over tlocal
hangoutand saw more monkeys and Yelloaped
Amazon &ong the walk. We were treategith
somecarefully crafted, moutiwatering, fruitand
chocolate smoothiesA small orsite chocolate
factory produced some scrumptious morsels.

We headed back to the lodge for a little more bird

watching then witnessd a grand finale to a great
tour. To our surprise a small flock of Brown
hooded Parrots came in to a seeding Spanish
Cedar tree Cedrela odoratpand began to feed.
Although they were a bit far we were able to get
some decent photos.
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