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Sunday, February 17

We all met at noonat Corpus Christi Airport, andvitasapparent from the starthat this was gng to be a

particularly harmaious and enthusiastigroup. Everyone was excited to be birdinvhat was, for most, a new
regionandanxious to start without delays for food or anything elBlght away we haaur first memorable

wildlife sighting-several Blackailed Jackrabbitsavortingon thegrass as we drove out of the Airport

Our initial destination was the Hans and Pat Suter Wildlife Refuge with its boardwalk overlooking Oso Bay in
Corpus Ciisti. A happy augury as we walked was meeting Mel Cooksey, the grand sotold man of Coastal

Bend birdingpn hisway outH e  h a d mhythingsireisuadbut, for us,the Yellowcrowned NightHeron,

Reddish Egret, Neotrogal Cormorants, Brown Pelicaiasid AmericanWhite Pelicansve came acroswere
anything but ‘“usual’ and formed a welcome introduct

We drove north on Mustang Island to Port Aransas, seeing many of the commoner waders and shorebirds on

the way, as well as €sted Caracarasnd a hunting Peregrine Falcofst Port Aransas, now largely recovered

from the devastations of Hurricane Harvey, we birded as many of the key sitescasildé the time we had

Highights weredozens of American Avocets at the Wetlajideseate Spoonlsllin their blazing nuptial

plumageat thestill partially closedirding Center,and Bonapar t e’ sothérgllld andtermsbn ng wi
the beach at the Jetty.

From there we caught the ferry back to the mainlandoam way to our hotel, the Inn &ultonHarbor, and

di nner at Ch aSedfasetoutvee Pd awwumimekrr’’ts pass Rockport Beach P
scores of Black Skimmers that roost and, later in the year, nest.thbay seemed particulgricooperative on

this visit, allowingis to getto within just a few feet of them, much to the delight of the photographers in our

group.

Monday, February 18

Thismorningwe wereexcited to be goingn one ofthe{ {1 A Y Y&ekiatad Whooping Craroat tours.

These normally stadt 7:30 ambut unfortunatelybecause of the CaptainWwa prior
scheduled for two hours late¥We made good use of the timéhough, partly by bringing in some hot tacos to
supplement thd n madntental breakfast and partly by birding th&ule Wetlanls in RockportThisproved

very productive witlclose views oMottled Ducks, allowing us tdistinguish thé subtle field marks, and

dozens ofrenetically feeding White Ibis
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And theSkimmeyof cou s e , didapmbint, despiteinusually cold windsCaptain Tommy knows the bays
intimately and was able to maneuver theat to give us memorably intimateews of Whooping Cranes both
feeding and in flightWe saw over twentyluring the trip,while learning much from the Captain about their
natural history, and came across lotsottfier speciesincludinga trio ofother strikingy handsomeblack and
white birds— Buffleheads, American Oystercatcheasid American Avocetm their winter plumageOther
highlightswere amajesticWhite-tailed Hawk liying over the boat anglayful Bottlenosed Dolphins swimming
in its wake.

The late return of the boat préaeded our visitinghe Aransas NWR inghafternoon After a barbeque lunch, we
decided instead tepend the time on the Lamar Peninsula just north of Rockport. This worked out very happily,
thanks largely to theoncentration of bids around Twelfth StreeOn the south side of thetreetare wetlands

that often attract Whooping Crane$here were twahere during our vis, towering above the neighboring
Sandhill Cranesyith an array of other watebirds, includingVhite and Whitefaced Ibises, Roseate Spoonbills,
Blackbellied WhistlingDucks an Anhingaand just about egry heron and egret in thbook On Twelfth Street

itself isBig Tree, reputedly the oldest and largest Live Oak in TEkage we camacrossEastern Bluebirdsan
exceptionallyearly Scissetailed Flycatchera charm of American Goldfinchesdaloosefeedingflock of Blue

gray Gnatcatchers andellowrumped Warblersvith a more unusuaPineWarbler.

After a detour to Cavasso Creek, where water levels were too high fdrojbpedfor shorebirds, we visited

Goose Island StatPark At their feedersvere Chipping Li ncol n’ s, and Field Sparr
particularly welcome as they ararities in the Valley and unlikely to be seen again on the ltripas by then

getting late so we returnedtothein and t he del ect &Ghowrestairahod of Rockpor
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Tuesday, February 19

After breakfast, we set off on our journey south to the Rio Grande
Valley Driving out of Rockportwe folwed part of the
Ha g ar .GCownie tvas a remarkable woman who put Rockpart
the birding mapin the late 193G and 40s. Just about every
moming she would driva fairly standard routearoundthe town
keeping a list of all thbirds she sawHer sightings were so
astonishing that they soon attracted the attention of Roger Tory
Peter®n and other leading birders of the dageveral ofvhom

came and stayedith herin her rental cottages in Rockpaahd

£ were able toattest to the accuracy of her identifications

We stopped briefly at fourbiidn g si t es al ethege Conni
wereRingneckedDuk s at s Rbody anearragf wildfowl and

waders atCape Valero, lingeringnow Geese and Sandhill Craiae

Live Oak Country Club, atige unforgettable sight of hundreds of

feeding ibises and other wadeos the fieldsat A-1 Hill Pondsas

well as our only Redhouldered Hawk of the trip

From therewe drove on to Indian Point County Park in Corpus
Christ. Water levels were todigh for shorebirds other thalong-
legged Blackecked Stilts and American Avocet®ugh there were
two Semipalmated Plovers on theach ridgebut the Bay was
productive with Common Loons, Buffleheads and-Beshsted
MergansersHazel Bazemore County Pavlasour only other Corpus
stop, and there wesaw our first Goldeifronted Woodpeckersa
flock of American Pipit&nd abrilliant Vermilion Flycatcher.

After lunch in Kingsville, we stopped brieflytah e Vi si t or s’ |
the King Ranch, famed not only as the largest ranch in the U.S. but as
one of t he Dbidiogrsites Tge'Centepiinhapmly

some distance away from the best birdjigit we did see our first

Green Jaythere and our only Wild Turkeys of the trif¥e also had

brief views of a female humingbird which at the time we simply

listed as arArchilochusbut whichwas later specifically identified as

a Rubythroated.

. We broke our journey from Kingsville to the Valley at the Sarita Rest

¥ § | Sop, as much for birding asoreba s i ¢ n eendsfthafew i t ' s
places in South Texas wheadlockoBr ewer ' s cal ackbi r c
. reliably be seen ding the winter And dutifully they werall there

| by the side of the van as we parked.

# 4 We arrivedat the delightfullnn at Chachalaca Bemtbout 5:00 pm,
# 4 which gave us a little time to ywack and do some birdirgefore

A dinner at adcal Mexican restauranWe ' d al ready seen
Great Horned Owl by h e | n n’, and mowatddedPlaio €hachaladaf course!) andsreat Kiskade From
t h e \iewing pktform overlooking a resaca (the local nameafopxbow lake)we alsosaw Anhinga and
Yellowcrowned NightHerons our last species for the day.
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Wednesday, February 20

Breakfast at the Inn at Chachalaca Bend was served at 7:38cawe had time before thefor some early
morning birdinge t he | nn’ s 4dnhd natare teadssWewere gewavdedhwitlsgreatiews of
several Valley specialtiesGoldenfronted Woodpecker, Longilled Thrasher, Great Kiskadee, Blaoksted
Titmouse, and our first sighting of Whitgped Doves as they competed not always unsudodigswith the
many Pl ai n Chacfeedihgstatans. at t he | nn’ s

After the delicious breakfast, we had the rest of the day to cover as much of Cameron County as we could
squeeze inWe initially drovenorth through Bayview with its miles of resacad.tiguna Atascosa NWR, where

we birdedthe Kiskadee Trail ardsprey OverloolNew bi rds here included Harris
Altamira Oriole, and, much to our amusement, anting Greater RoadrunneFlo also caught sight of a long

staying but notoriously elusive Blackeaded Grosbeak, a rare bird in this part of the Valkegm there we

headed to South Padre Islanglith a brief stop at Port Isabel Reservoir on the wafie birds we camacross on

the Island weresimilar to those we had earliseen on Mustang Islanbut two Vermilion Flycatchers at the
Convention Center were a welcome surpriBack on the mainland, w@rove south on Hwy 48, stopping briefly

for Chihuahuan Ravens and Whttdled Hawksandbirded the Zapa Boat Rampvith its hundreds of Black

Skimmers anather larids, including our oni@ultbilled Terns.

Before driving into Brownsville, we made a detour to Old Port Isabel Road, one of the most reabketpl
find the handsome and souglaffiter Aplomado Falca, which we lappily succeeed in doing Other birds in the
area included Whitaailed Hawk, Lark Sparroanddozens of Londpilled Curlews in the grassland#/e arrived
at the grounds of the University of Texas in Brownsville in the late afterrfo@ommon Blaekawkhad been
seen on the resaca therver the previous couple of weeksut this time our lick wasout, and we failed to
locate it We did, however, get a trifecta of GneeBelted and Ringed Kingfishas well as our first views of
Least GrebesGreater ScauBlack PhoebeandcallingTropical Kingbirds.

From there we headed towar ds t he andwaearerventuckyomtbesvay at Br
to come across flocks of Green Parakeets (which do not use the €arkjg in to rost inthe old part of town

At Oliveira Park, the parrots came in a little later than usmat we were eventually in the midst af

pandemonium ofhundreds of these noisy, colorful birdss they eventually settled to roost in the trees above

us. Most were Reetrowned Parrots, but we also sdlree other species Red-lored, Whitefronted, and
YellowheadedParrot It was an ideal climato a productive day of birdingluringwhich we had seen well over

a hundredspecies, and we celebrated withiad dinneraBr o wn slvoilla’es sBi str o before
Inn and a restful night.
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Thursday, February 21

We started our Hidalgo County birding at the renowned Santa Ana NWRswtrer 2000 acres of riparian
forest, thornscrub, and wetland$Ve had already seemany of the species theréut this was an opportunity to
study them in as pristinanenvironment as can now be found in the Valland we didadd some new birds
most notablyCave Swallows and gloriously colored drake Cinnamon Téhltheir rather drabber mates
Eagleeyed Flo also spottedneadultmale American Redstart, an unusually early migristust striking on our
visit, though, was the number of Bikggay Gnatcatchers in the woodland areas at Santa-Ama must have
come acoss well over thirty.

On theway to lunch at theBlue Oniorin Weslaco, we made two brief birding sto@ne was on Military

Highway, where we came across a feeding flock of white geese on a roadsideTtieidwere, as expected,

mostly Snow Geese huith scope views, we dicthanage to distinguish at leastthré&to s s’ s among t he
The otherstopwas at the Progreso grasilos, where weicked out several Yellowheaded Blakbirds among

the hundreds oRedwinged Blackbirds and Browreaded Cowbirds ther

We spent all afternoon at Estero Llano Grande State.H&ik is now perhaps the most popular refugih

both local residents and visiting birddarsthe ValleyMany of the birds become so used to people that they
seem to lose much of their innatgariness, much to the delight of photographers and oth&tgswas
particularly evident on ouvisit when we had prolonged views of Sora and Virginiafeadingin the open just

a few feet from usOther memorable sights wertgo Groovebilled Anisa pair of Whitetailed Kites at their

nest, scores of American White PelicaAmerican Avocet®lacknecked Stilts, Longilled Dowitchers and Stilt
Sandpiper®n the Arroyo Coloradand, as almost always at Estero, aoperative roosting Common Pauraque
After anenjoyable dayf birding, we drove to our hotel, the Staybridge Suites in McAllen, and dinner at the
Republic of the Rio Grande.
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Friday, February 22

The Staybridge Suites were just two blocks away from Quinta Mazatlan, wherg stayingCrimsoncollared

Grosbeak, a rare visit from Mexico, was occasionally being seen at the feed®hen we arrivedthere were
alreadyother birders patiently sitting by the feedesut no-one had seen the grosbeak that morniign we

waited...and waited..and dter an hour and dalf or sqdecided to move onThetimewa s n’t by any m
wasted, though, as we had wonderful vieafsother birdsas they came to feedncluding Indigo Bunting and
Claycolored Thrush.

Bentsen State Park was our nextsttph e gar d e ns a rCenientad lotshoébirdg,iinsludingan s ’
adult male Blackhinned Hummingbird and Backthroated Green WarblerAltamira Orioles were showing off
at the Nature Center and, at the Green Jay Blind, we came across a mopecateekHooded Oriole, as well as a
feeding Collared PecacarThere wereunfortunatelyno kingfishes on the resacdyut we did get fine views of
overhead Gray Hawkénd, perhaps a sign of the slightly warmer weather, aboutzed Blue Spiny Lizards
were baskingon walls in the picnic aregthe only lzards we were to see all week

After a brief drive througla not particularly productivénzalduas County Park, we visited Granjeno and the

winter territory of a Burrowing Owl, which gave us wonderful viewsng the stones of its adopted home

From there we visited the nesting Monk Parakeets of Hidaelgond t hen drove to the Al ar
staying our last two nights, and a welcome dinner at El Dorado.

Saturday, February 23

Anearly start as weset out on the long drivevest to Starr CountyOur first birding stop was on the banks of

the Rio Grande aalineiio where we watchd Ospreys fishing in the riveand Gray Hawks flying overheath
Audubon’ s m@ingclode bputvpased happy elusive We walked the short western trallong

theRivet omi ng across a Swamp Sparrow, a pai rbiledfigeoral | i n
flying into Mexicobut we, and everyone else that morning, missed seeing any of thechfuw Whitecollared
SeedeatersWe then enjoyedhe hospitality of Merle, Lois, and Michaalthe feeding &tion where we, as

always, had wonderful views of Altamira Orioles, Green, Méte-tipped Doves, and Lorgjlled Thrashers

among others.

Wevisited Falcon State Park after that, but it was wauiet, so wesoonheaded out forBenito and Toni

T r e v Ramaho Lomitas, where we ate our picnic lesh u p p| € me nt deticioushomemadei ' s
mesquite cookiesThe highlight of the afternoon wasguided tour of the Ranch (on a trudkawn wagon!) by
Benito, a leading ethnobotanist and born story telBenitobeguiled us with tales of family and regional
history, and of the many usese and his forbearsiade of native plant®Our driver wasth&é&a nc h’ st r esi de
naturalist, Jim Seedemwho afterwardsshared his expertise with us and allowed us to watch the many birds
coming to his feeders, including Cactus Wren, Gbilled Thrasher, PyrrhuloxiBlackthroated Sparrowand a
covey of Scaled QuaDn walks around the Ranch, we also came across Greater Roadrunner, Vermilion
Flycatcher, and some of us were lucky enough to see a Rufous Hummitigtgiadly is a magical place!

We leftwith regret, but neededto return to the Alamo Inn and odarewell celebratory dinner of parrdldasat
the McAll en’'.s Palenque Gril!/l

Sunday, February 24

On our last morningwve just had time tovalk the trails athe McAllen Nature Center and Piedmont Cemetery

before everyonéhad to be at the airprt for their flights homeWe di dn’ t c ofmpecidsmutwae bi g |
did cane across Green Parakeets, a Gray Hawk, and other old friends from the tour as well as two new-species

Naturalist Journeys, LLC / Caligo Ventures PO Box 16545 Portal, AZ 85632 PH: 520.568.9046145
Fax 650.471.766@aturalistjourneys.cont caligo.cominfo@caligo.coni naturalistiouneys@gmail.com



http://naturalistjourneys.com/
mailto:caligo.com
mailto:info@caligo.com
mailto:naturalistjourneys@gmail.com

House Finch, which has a curiously spotty distribution in the Valley, and reaemisd Purple MartinsThey
brought our cumulative species total for the tour (not counting presumed escagdees) impressive 184

Photo Credits:
Great Blue Heron &/hite Pelicans, Nancy Blake (NB); Green Jay, NB; SaitsbiFlycatcher, Terry Peterson

(TP)Vermillion Flycatcher, Tom Dove (TD); Virginia Rail.dgbilled Thrasher, TIRoseate Spoonbill, Betty
Andres (BA)Great Kiskadee, TD; Great Egret, 8feen Heron with fish, BASnowy Egret & White lbis, BA;
Yellowcrowned Night Heron, Mike Boyce (MB)ain Chachalaca, TD; Reted Parrot, Peg Abbott (PA); Ringed
Kingfisher, Barry Ulman (BA); Aplomado Falcon, Barry Ramdasisqiiijled DowitcherPA; American
Avocet, Carol Rivchun, (CR); Common Pauraque, Tarran Maharaj (TMhd8lkexk Stilt, Carlos Sanchez (CS);
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