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2013 TRIP REPORT
Sept. 12Sept. 21, 2013

by Wynne Brown
Guides: Wynne Brown and Pat Lueders, with 7 participants: Cathy, Dixie, Stuart,
Alistair, Janice, Anne and Janet

Thursday, Sept. 12 Arrival in Salt Lake City

Leaders and participants alike etinverged orschedulefrom England, Scotland, North Carolina,
Maryland, Missouri, and Arizonall eager to spend the next ten days exploring tleabty and magic of
the SouthwestThe lead guide was Wynne Brown, assisted by Pat Lueders, bird guide extraordinare!

No sooner had we hit the road to Capitol Reef before a downpimiivereda hint of what w&® R indos
X Little did we know how muchbf our itinerary would be
rearrangedby both local and distant storms!

Lunch was fun: Tomatillos issenall Mexican placa Nephi |
where the UK resident®ceived a tutorial ourritos and -
enchiladasandwatched in fascinatioras ourselections
were prepared

We gopped at a pond off Rt. 50 fapeciesrich birding and oufirst spotting scopesessionWhite
PelicansCarada GeeseéNNestern Grebe, RedheadSmerican CootGGolden EagleBlackbilled Magpie,
and more We also aw aWestern Racer ., —— -
one of the few snakes on the entire trip.
Pausing at Fremont Indian State Park ga
us a chance tstretch ourlegs and see
some etroglyphs

Ourbase for Capitol Re&f Torrey, UT, at
the Best Westernwell out of townand
nestledagainst a stunning red backdrop of
rim rock, still glowingrom the afternoon
sun
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Our lively velcome dinner at Rim Rock Restaurartiuded scampenig out to the feeders to watch
Broadtailed, Calliopeand Rufoushummers.

Friday, Sept. 18 Capitol Reef National Park

Several hardgoulsin lots of layersraved the chilfor
sunrisebirding and photographyan American Robin,
Lesser Goldfinch, araiMystery birdlater identified as
an unusually solitary Pinyon Jayhat fun to try to

O LJi dzNRovak/llighto@the rocks and surroundin
rimX

After a generous American breakfgand seeingwo
{reda tK2S0Sa 2y,wehesdedws &
Capitol ReeNational Park for a delightful day. Ofirst
stop wasat Chimney Rockhere a Rock Wreposed,
close enough for a regular lens

Since storms and floods had forced the closure of the both Scenic Drive and t§
Cohab Canyon trail,evspenta peaceful morningn Fruita campgroundambling
alongthe stilkswollenFremont Rver, adding Gray Viredlackheaded Grsbeak,
both Westernand Summeranagers, and apBinx Mothto our list.
After a picnidunch(observed by a relaxed and dozing MDleer)wet along with
what seemed like hundreds of other touriststopped at petroglyphs panalong
the boardwalkhat giveseasyaccess to these remnants of an earlier civilization. &= ¢
Next, we liked up Grand Washetween towering canyon wallsaccompanied
the rumblings of thunder. \Eeryonemade itbackin the van before the downpour,
which gave us a reason to head back to the maiekflittle birding (Askthroated Flycatcher, and

T : Lt AahGr AN KSENR DFYoSt Qa dpdizl At

L somedowntime before a spectacular dinner at Cafe Diablo.

Saturday, Sept 14 Boulder Mountain, Bryce National Park
After packing up, weraisedslowlythrough Torreystopping
at aflooded field where we observeBluewinged Teal sp.,
Solitary &ndpiper,more Magpes, and our daily dose of
Turkey Vultures.

Scenic Byay 12 wanders through Dixie Natiorirest rises
up over Boulder Mountain passing through giant groves of
aspen with ample views dfie surrounding area and the
occasional crowd of Pinyon JaiarbHollow Overloolgave
us our first looks aClarksdNutcracker Mountain Gickadee,
Stelle@Jay Sharpshinned Hawkamong others

We enjoyed a pleasaitreak in the community of Boulder
where we picked up lunch and birded the peacgfohdand
got our orly look at Pine Siskins.
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— - S @ Our next stop wagpicnickingat Calf Creek

A o Fallswhere Stuart spottedan American
Dipper, which everyone got to watch at
length,and a ouple ofBeltedKingfishers.
Bureau of Land Management is doing-a 5
yearstudy of hummingbirdéere and
have learned that, yes, individual birds do
indeed return to the same plac®Vith the
addition of BlaclOKA Y Y SR | YR [ 2
6SQ0S y26 aSSy Fftf (K¢
the area.

Once again our plan to hike was
thwarted: the Calf Creek Falls traiasv
closed due to flood damage.

The drive through Escalantérand Staircase is spectacular with its sweeping
vistas oftan and yellowsandstone with
the green ribbon of the Escalante River
windingbelow.

We rambled on, stopping &owell Point
for more stunning views and a perfect
photo opof a Goldenrmantled Ground &uirrel anda Tree
Lizard surprisinglyour first lizard

Just as the afternoon light faded into evening ,3ve &riged
in Tropi¢ UT, and took up residence in our russtyle cabinst
the Bryce Valley Inn, where we could pigwalk a block to
dinner at Clarke's Restauraahd then home to turn in

Sunday, Sept. 16 Bryce Canyon

After a Continental breakfast under the watchful eye of the
Y 2 (i $nbuRtdd mountain lion, we headed bon the Mossy
Cave Traill G Q& Fkmiledhikewithisorre elevation that
rewarded us with our first Juniper Titmouaad a Warbling
Vireo,
along
with soutstirring views ofsunlit spires still
glowing in the early morning light

We moved on towardre park itself and

. sauntered along the Rim, where we were lucky
enough to hear the melodic song of a
t2pyaSyRQa {2ftAdFANS o6 |
the bird itself.

After the last couple of daysp one was
surprised to hear the Navajo Gardens/Walll
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Street Navajo Gardens/Wallr8ét trail we intended to hike waclosed from storm damagkstead, we
all headed down toward Victoria Gardens, admired the hoodoos closineip returned to the top of
the rim.

We'd picked up lunabsin Torreyand drovethrough intermittent
sunlight towardour intended picnic spot @Rainbow Point, noting the
™ wet cars that were descending the mountain. Sure enough, we'd barely
™ gotten under the picnic shelter when the raiand a hopefuCommon
Ravenhrrived

After munchingour sandwehesas the rain subsidedye hiked down
the trailto see the bristlecone pingsglancing at these lonrljved trees
only brieflysinceit was raining andightningapproached -

Despite outhaste severabf usgot totally soaked in thaext
downpour and hail.Hooray for quickdry pants!

Next we leaded to the Bryce Lodge and another gift stehep
portunity. A little birding at the bus stop addédlNJ OS Q &
Warblers andRubycrowned Kingletso our list. Dinnerwason
our own before soakig upthe evening light on the Ri, then
heading down the mountain, pausimjaO2 6 LISy y S
for terrific looks at Yelloviheaded Blackbird$Once back in
Tropic, some, ot quite ready to call it a dayyung out in the
motel parking lot aiming our iPadisic. ¢ NR LJA OQa &
and using the apfkyviewfreeto identify constellations.

Monday, Sept. 16 Red Canyon Kanab, Antelope Canyon
After Wynne and Paince
againconqueredthe puzzle of
- loadingthe suitcases in the
' mostcompactway possible
* while leaving full acceds the
all-important snack box we
said goodbye tdropig stopping soorto
~admire Red Canyon, reputed home of
Butch Cassidy and SundariGe.From
there we readed toward Kanab and a terrific lunch at the Rocking V
Restauranwwheretwo Kanab residentslear longtime friends of Wynne
joined us.Next, we headed toward Pageyith a stopat the Glen Canyon
DamVisitor Center. In Page we had a little time to expla@teop, and find
ice creambefore clamberingnto the covered truck that bunced us
alonga sandy wash still damp frorhé flooding of two days earli¢o
Antelope Canyon.

Patrick, our Navajo guideointed out the flood debris high above our
heads,explained theoften-fatal powerof flash floods in slot canyons,
named the vaious rock formationsand helped each of usapture at
least one memorable shot dfie spectacular colors and shapes that
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make up this photographic treat.
Emergingvith an enhancedespect for flash floods, wieeaded toward Lake Powell Resort and a lively
dinner in the Rainbow Room as the ua fhideckoaithe lak@a A G At € adzNF I OS

Tuesday, Sept. 17Lake Powell bat trip, Grand Canyon

Our original itinerary called for a megarly rising for the boat trip to Rainbow Bridge. The lake is low
from drought, so getting to the bridg involves a 4dnile hike yet another hikewve didn't do since a 22
foot section of the trail collapsed in last week's storfRainbow Bridg&on't be available for visitorgor
another year.

Instead ve took a different boat tpt and didn't have to get up quite so early!to see the Glen Canyon
Dam from the water, then the
upper part of Antelope Canyon
(about 15 miles fronthe areawe
explored yesterday)and Navajo
Canyon The Lake islauge
reservoirthat provides water to
partsof Arizona, Nevada, and
California, stretches for 186 miles
and includesearly 2,000miles of
coastline!At some point in the
future, the Navajos expect to
open a 356room hotel and a golf
coursehere.

After a futile search in the
campground for roadinners, we
hit the road on yet another
detour since Highay 89 : ~ ’ o
collapsed last Februaryh& new road just opened two Weeks ago, andegas Iong and Iovely vistas of
Sagebrushand Rabbitbrusttovered grasslandand the evespresent Raven.

We paused at he Cameron TradingoBt, which includes a museutike gallery of Native Aarican arts
and artifacts. Wynne promised to make room foetB6" original Apache baskebut at $17,000n0

one took her up orthe opportunity.

Next we stopped at Bsert View Towr, a strikingouildingdesigned by Mary Jane Coltéor everyone's
first glimpse of the Grand Canyon. Late afternoon light maoaddily
impressive clouds gave agerrific photo op.

After dodging thenumerousRocky Mountain Elk aloramnd inthe
road, we were checked in and settled in time for our 7 p.m. dinner
reservation at the historic and lovely El Tovar HoAebther treat of
this particular trip has beefollowing the footsteps of Janice's fatherf" =
Frank, al940sRAF pilot who was statied inMes&Q& C1 £.02 |
Alistair has transcribed his fatherf | 6 Q& RAI NASa ||
photos, and shared his findings with us over dinnérank too had s
dinner hereat the El Tovarbut at$1.25, his cost a little less!
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Wednesday, Sept. 17Grand Canyon
After some confusiofocatingbreakfast and the Maswik Lodgeand findingapa NJ 2 ¥ 2 Af ft Al Ya
Sapsuckemur first Hairy Woodpeck&r | YR | K I Yy R & 2 tYvg hdpped ohlihe shuttfe rdzA NINJ
headed toward Hopi Point, having heattht
condors were haging out in the area. A sign %
points to the BattleshifCave a former condor
nest The next day we learned the nest IS
being used this year, and that the chick was |
inside when we were theredut not visible.

. dzli G K ydeterminaiontard (i Q &
spottingscope skillwe did get to watch a
condorsettled comfortably in the shadat
the base of a cliffLater we saw two more,

flying.

We hiked along the Rim to Mojave Point,
where we picnicked (igustsso strong they
threatened to blow the cheese rightfodur
sandwiches!)before hoppinghe shuttle out to Hermlts Rest, another Colter
building.

After returning to the lodge in late afternooryeryone disbandetbr some
independent timeto relax, do some birding, photographe canyon in the
evening light, ad have dinner on their own.

The evening brought an almost full maomvhat a magricent sight to see that
oh-so-Grand @nyon lit up by moonlight!

Thursdg, Sept. 19 Marble Canyorto Zion

Before breakfasPat led a group of eager early morning birglexddingWhite-breasted Nuthatches,

Blacki KN I 1§ SR DNJ & | y Rto ¢ugligt.\Wa SagkBdup and heatbdt n&ribsEising for

one more look at this very grar@anyon at Lipan Overlook.

Whataview! Aswellla 6 NASFT f221a 0 .dzAKIAGaAaZ YR /I iKeéQa
spottingof our firstNorthern Harrier. We moved oioping

G2 aSS O2yR2NAR Of 24S dzJ 6 KSNBE (KSe2Q@®S 6SSy LISND
recenty on the support struts of Navajo Bridge. No luck

theret but we did run into Eddi€eltes, Condor Project

Field Managerfor the Peregrind~und, who kindly allowed

us to join another groum a side trip taViarble canya to

see the active nest andmaybe the chick and/or its

parents. This particular chiek famous: It has three

parents, a female and two males, who share the incubation

and feeding duties.

[ dzO1 ¢ | a v tdichick miskhavezieen napping in
the backof the cavity whilghe parentswere out feeding.
But we did gt to see our first Canyon Wrenand a
surprising number of Sphinx moth larvae.
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