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Wed., Nov. 28 Arrival in Quito | Birding at Puembo Birding Garden

Most participants arrived one to several days early, taking advantage of sightseeing in and around Quito, or a bit
of extra birdingThose wh@ R 0 S S y'tradsférred wrRueRbo during thafternoon. Mike and Rita arrived

in Ecuador during the day amdhn came in very late at nighdr was it very early the next morninghil, Bob,

YR YIFNBY>X 6K2QR | f fandbedikti@deRbolent afi2ldzifh Slocat guidisitithdld &
Papallacta Pass area and Guango Lodge east of @uilcmngaround Puembo providedrriving participants

with some high elevation garden birdacluding Sparkling Violetear, Western Emerald, Btait&d Trainbearer,
Vermilion Flycatcher, Golden Grosbheak, Seamth Blueand-yellow tanagers, Saffron FincBhiny Cowbird, the

first of many Great Thrusheand Rufousollared SparrowsBob was happy to reunite withis old friend

Mercedes RivadenieBEa 2 dzNJ INR dzy R | 3Sy i FyR 3INI OA2dza 26y SN 2F t
since thgs met in eastern Ecuadaluring the19803.

Thur., Nov. 29 Early departure | Flight to Guayaquil | Birding our way to
Umbrellabird Lodge (Buenaventura)

An early flight to Guayaquil necessitatadearly breakfasaind airport transfer. During the flight south, we had
stunning véws of the snowcovered high Andes, taller and colder than the mountains we would visit during the
tour. By 8:35.m, we were leaving the airpott Yy R 9 O dzl R 2 Ni@ & lorfy traMdl dawa piinctOated @ith
several birding stopsPassing through theutskirts of Guayaquil, we birded from the bus (as well as one can,
anyway), seeing Magnificent Frigatebirds, Neotropic Cormorants, Gaiedl GracklesScrub Blackbirds,

various herons and egretand many Snail Kites. By 108, we wereon theLaFlora road at the Manglares
Churute EcologicaReserve Our first stop in dense and dry woodland provided us with close looks at Mantled
Howler Monkeysa few birdsincluding Olivaceous Piculet, Lebitjed Starthroat, Variable Seedeater, and a few
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shy Je Antbirds that eventually strayed into viewrom the bus, we spotted a beautiful Rufesceger-Heron
crouched at a roadside puddl€ontinuing along the road, we encountered Tropical KingbiMsthen took a

short stroll on a boardwalk surrounded byangroves a dwindling habitat in coastal Ecuador and protected by
the reserve. The mud below us was totally perforated by the burrows of large crabs, many of which sat at the
entrancesto their tunnek. These crabs are an important food resoufeethe local populationand we saw

hundreds of them being transported on the backs of bicycles and motorcycles or stacked up in markets. In the

mangroves, we enjoyed close looks at Gaagtgold Warbler, a Tumbesian specialty restricted to the southwest
of Ecuadorlnd adjacent Peru. We also encountettéé local race o¥ellow Warbler, Tropical Gnatcatcher, and
Southern Beardlessyrannulet. As we left, we paused for a Peruvian Pygowl, Pacific Parrotlets, Black
cheeked Woodpecker, Ochteellied FlycatcheRacifc Hornero, Fasciated Wren, and Grodiked Ani.

Continuing south, we took a side road through agricultural land, eventually reaching rice fields on one side of
the road and a broad streambed on the oth@ur guide Andreg suggested we were in theomity of Estero
Trovadora. On the bird list, species from here are attributed to la Trovadora. Thevasé@pping. The
streambed had a Rosea8oonbill, White Ibis, Blackecked Stilts, Blaelxellied and Fulvous whistlirducks,
Bluewinged Teal, andhree handsome Comb Ducks. The rice fields hgstetbng other birdd..ittle Blue
Herons, Limpkins, Maskedater Tyrants, several Savanna Hawks, Ecuadgrmmd-Doves, a flock of Barn
Swallows, and the target of our quest, the huge andousHorned Screameia turkeylike member of the
waterfowl clan About 10minuteslater, we entered the town of Puerto Inca where we enjoydd drinks anc
seafood lunchContinuing south, we drove through endless fields of bananas and aag@otunatelygrown in
the open instead of in the forest understory. A bathrodmneakin Santa Rosa added Blgeay Tanagers, more
Saffron Finches, and several hundred Laughing @®utlg by at some distanc&ventually, we arrivedt
Umbrellabird Lodgand had diner.

Fri., Nov. 30
Buenaventura | El Oro
Parakeet and Long

wattled Umbrellabird

The day began with breakfast at
6:00a.m There were dozens of
hummingbirds lining the feeding
dishes including dapper little Green
Thorntails,dull Brown Violetears,
andseveral green and purple
Crowned WoodnymphsOther

visitors includedRufousheaded ChachalacaSouth Americai@atis and dozens of Green After breakfast, we
were bussed uphill to the beginning of the El Oro Parakeet &d#w birds were seeat afruit feeder atthe
trailhead The group proceeded to a hillsidkat had been provided witseveral nest boxe® encourage

breeding of these extremely rare and loéak NRaz 2y S 2 F 6OnGetzicsRetidkRfter akriefyvaltT dzt
four Parakeets appeared, roosting close to us at approximately eye level and giving us nice looks at their
attractive plumageThere were also Bronaginged Parrots seen at this vantage point. Descending the trail, we
visitedtrailsidefruit feeders that hosted several specieschforospingus an@uphonias. A few steps further

were an array of hummingbird feeders thabstedsome species we djfl @ficounter elsewhere, including
Velvetpurple CoronetPurplebibbed Whitetip(both West Slope spétties) White-vented Plumeleteefof the
disjunct southwestern rac€C. b. intermedinp and BootedRackettail.
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After lunch, we were bussed a short distance to the
Umbrellabird Traili 2 € 221 F2NJ 2dzNJ £.2
There are three umbrellabirds and this one is a specialty o
$SaiSNYy 9 0Odzr R2 NIMith &l ofseardhingd
andfollowing thed A NdwQu@oming calls, we were able to
get long looks at a male asnitoved between several
perches. There is no word better th&lfizarre(to describe
this large black,crow-like cotinga, whos@endulous
feathered wattle elongates and shortens during its breedin
display.

After the walk, we did some roadside birding that produced
the rather local Ochréreasted Tanager, Whitghouldered
Tanager, Whitdbearded Manakin, and several other specie

From the bus on the way back, we saw Rakndibled s
Aracari (split by some authe fromMany-banded Aracari), and, as we got off the bus at the lodge, three
Swallowtailed Kites soad over the parking areBefore dinnerL. ¢l & Fo6fS (2 waod2LIS I+ O:

toucans and several of us saw a female kaatfled Umbrellabirgdperched in a Cecropia tree just off tdening
| NBded.®inner was at 7 p.m., during which some people saw Biadkwhite Owl from the restaurant
(others caught up with it later).

Sat., Dec. 1 Buenaventura| Arenillas
Ecological Reserve | Humedal la

Tembladera
' FTGSNI ONBI 1 Fradx ¢S 02 NRS
route back to Santa Rosa and then turning ofttte

Arenillas Ecological Reserve. This site protects some of
90dzZt R2NRA& RgAYRfAYy3I RNBmaE?2
found only in the Tumbesian region of the southweést.
route, westopped forseveral Longailed Mockingbirds
harbingers of other good things to come. Arriving at the
reserve headquarters, we stepped out of the bus and were
immediately surroundedby large and gaudy Whitiled
Jays, as R#icHorneros stepped delicately across the road
and a huge Green Iguana spied on us from abBegore we
began the loop trail through the forest, one of the park
rangers was kind enough to show us a brigtibus West
Peruvian Screee®wl, perched under the roof of a picnic
shelter.The loop walk was productiyeespite the woodland
being especially dry. Birds we encountered included Rufo
browed Peppershrike White-tipped Dove Scarletbacked
WoodpeckerEcwadorian Piculet, Collareéintshrike,

Tropical Gnatcatcher, Tawstyowned Pygmyfyrant,
SouthernbeardlessTyrannulet, Duskgapped Flycatcher,
and Fasciated Wren.
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Departing Arenillas, we dve to a small recreation area with picnic tables at lddai la Embladeraand ate

our picniclunches The Humedal is a patchwork of ponds, lagoons, marshes, and agricultural land. Birding from
roadside after lunch, we samanybirds;includng 22 Comb Ducks roosting among hundreds of whistiagks,
Anhingasall three plumages of Magnificent Frigatebirds, immature Brown Pelican, Pearl Kite, Pusid

Common gllinules, Smootkbilled Anis, Horned Screamers, Wattled Jacanas, and Little Btwei, and Striated
Herons As we ascended the dirt road to the lodge, stopping often for perched toucans, two Ecuadorian
Thrushes, the only ones during the trip, hopped into the road. Dinner was at 7 p.m., again accompanied by
Blackandwhite Owl from he dining area.

Sun., Dec. 2 Travel Day to Tapichilaca with birding stops
We began with breakfast at 6 a.m., taking a final dosage of the lodges numerous and varied hummingbirds.
While in the driveway, we had nice looks at a Crested Guan perchedlir@atiside tree, and a Plumbeous Kite

that was often present near the lodg@/e hit the road at 8:20 and drove about four hours to the town of
Catamayo. On a dirt road near the airport, we ate our picnic lunches and then birded in the dry scrub. It was
mid-day, not the most active time for birdlife, but Andrea produced two or three Tumbes Spamadyirsl with a
very small footprint in Ecuador and recently placed in a monotypic genus. We albettadooks at Tawny
crowned PygmyTyrant as well as Ecuadorian groubave. We then continued to the old Catamayoja road

to try for Elegant Crescentchest. By thteo hot for any selfespecting crescentchest to show itself, although
we did hear several vg close to roadside. We did segiay Purplecollared Woodstar, Mouseolored

Tyrannulet, Longailed Mockingbird and a few other widespread speci€Xontinuing to Loja, we learned that
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AGQa RAFTFAOdAA G G2 FAYR | O2 Ya®Sanddy. Dikieulf bushardlykirdsaitie. We/ R
then continued on the long drive through the mountains to Tapichilaca, arriving at aboup8r2@alking up
the short entrance ramp to the front door, it was obvious that we had climbed a good bit to ¢jet todge.

Mon., Dec. 3 Tapichilaca Roadside Birding | Reserva Palmitera

We began the day with a short hike in the forest adjacent to the lodge. Reaching a small clearing where one of
the staff members had put out worms, we had close looks at a bed@hestnutnaped Antpitta, one of the

larger members of its familyand a difficult bird to see without local help. We returned for breakéasd spent

the balance of the morning birdirthe edge of the lodge aneadsideto let our lungs and bloodcclimate to

the higher altitude Hummingbirds were numerous; mostly large and attractive Chedinesdisted Coronets, and
Amethystthroated Sunangels, but there were a few orarg@nned Little Sunangels as well. Other birds we
encountered included Bearde@uans Masked Flowerpierceranda Yellowbreasted BrusftCA Yy OK | i G KS
feeders A the woodland edge, Lacrimose Mountalranager, Blueapped Bluenecked and Rufoushested
tanagers, Grayeaded BustTanagerSpectacled Redstart, Blackested ad Citrine warblersand both Black

capped and Whitdbanded TyrannuletsAs is often the cas®&ufous Spinetails and Pldailed Wrens teased us

with their calls athe roadside butould not be coaxed into view.
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After lunch, we were joined by Diego,$n 2 ¥ (G KS f 2R3S5Qa
members, and took a bus ride through the nearby town of
Valladolid to a private home and its adjoining grounds called
Reserva Palmitera. We did little more thamlk up the driveway

and stand in the yard but saw many birds as thsited the tree

tops or foraged within the canopy as part of a mixed feeding flock.
Specie®f interest included a pair of Blue Dacnis, the very local
Marafion Thrush, Piratic Flycatch&potted Silverbeaked,
Paradiseand Silveithroated Tanagers, Retteaded Barbet,
Greenbacked Becard, Yelletufted Woodpecker, and a pair of
Ashbrowed Spinetails. As we left, we had reasonably good looks
at a BlacKaced Tanage{a bird that barely enters southern
Ecuadoy that foraged on the opposite hillsidErom the edge of

the road,we scanned open pastures and the ribeiow, getting
greatviews of a pair of Goldealive WoodpeckersAdditionally,
people who were looking in the right place at the right tirmaw a

| flying Andean Coetif-the-Rock. At 6:3@.m.we reconvened for

‘ thelistandKk F R RAYYSNJ 4 17® ¢KS
frosted chocolate cake prepared by the staff to

OSt SoNIGS aAlS YR 5A01Qa o6A

(s}
()

Tue., Dec. 4 Tapichilaca | Jocotoco
Ant pitta | Sitio Arqueologico Santa Ana
- La Florida

Because ouhike to see Jocotoco Antpittaould take

most of the morning, we had an early (5:30) breakfast.

At 6:15a.m.we took a short bus ride to the trailhead

along the main road. The first 150 feetsw was a steep

climb but the remainder of the hike was fairly leviaist

‘ on a wide trail overlooking a broad canyon, then

through dense forest where we walked on a narrow,
rocky trailthat requwed constant attention to foot placement. There were a fqwamd down spotsbutthere
were steps and railing® help with footing On the way in, we were again teasedlbydly singind?laintailed
Wrens that refused to come into view. However, we were surrounded by a flock of large Rufous Wrens that
showed wellas they worked through the vines and understory. Eventually arriving at a wide clearing with
severalwell-earnedbenches, we immediately encountered a Jocotoco Antpittaisimpressivebeast ishe
largestof the 50 or so antpittas. &pite its size and loud call wasdiscoverechereroughly20 years ago.
Subsequently, ibecame the namesake of the foundation that now ownanagesaround11 reserves in various
parts of Ecuador, including the three lodges we visited during thisRripr to our arrival, ataff memberfrom
the lodge had put out washed and sliced sections of femthwormsands I & OF f f.ay WA G & NRI o N.
in the antpitta(l imagine the earthworms may have been sufficient enticemdsy the next half houkye sat
photographing or just enjoying #localizedang/ 2 ¢ A 02y A O Y S Y6 S NJGhhe Walk dackR@® NI &
the bus, we added a few mof#rds including a small group of striking HoodeduntainTanagersPearled
Treerunners, a Streaked Tuftedete anda Bluebacked Conebilbpotted by Phil

After lunch, we had a 2:00 departure through Valladolid to the Sitio Arggém Santa AnaLa Florida. The
archaeological site is perched on a flat bench just over a rapidly flowing stretch of river. In the tred3agkre
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billed and Maraforthrushes, Great Kiskadees,
Swallow Tanagers, Mottle-backed Elaenia,
Paradise Tanagers, @several other species. Along
the river, Torrent Tyrannulets and Black Phoebes§
flew from boulder to boulder, not too agitated by
the many children swimming and fishing with cast

nets.Here, we also saw a pair of Rufefusnted Thornbirds attending theirdge stick nestand several Dull
colored Grassquits feeding at roadsidekethe Marafion Thrush, the thornbird just barely enters Ecuador from
northern Peru. At 6:3@.m.some people had a beer or a glass of wine, we ran through the bird list, and had
dinner.

Wed., Dec. 5 Drive to Copalinga with Birding Stops

After our 6:30a.m. breakfast and a few minutes of feeder watchjmgile the staff fetched our luggage, we
departed Tapichilaca at 7:20m. It was clear and sunma good day for a drive. At 9:230m., we stopped on an
attractive town square itvilcabambaPeople fanned out for ice cream, pharmaceuticals, or washrooms, while a
few of us just stayed under the tree cover of the square and enjoyedtitids ortalked to localandvisitors

from other countries. There were Grdyeasted Martins on the utilityires-perhaps our best viewsand as we

were about to board, a pair of Croakiggound-Doves, new for the trip, landed right next to the bus. We left the
square at 10:0@&.m.and drove an hour to théardin Botanico Reinaldo Espinosa Aguilaich is adrimistered

by the National University in Loja. Andrea had a Rainbow Starfrontlet up her sleeve and it was just a few minutes
before we were looking at this largely cinnamon hummingbird sporting a green breast and a purple chin. A pair
of Summer Tanagers wasw for the trip, as were Rusty Flowerpiercer, Thbeanded Warbler, and Loja
Hummingbird, a recent split from Amazilia Hummingbird. We ate our lunch under a shelter in the attractive
botanical garden, leaving at about 1:@0n. Another hour and a half wk us to the old Loj@amora roagwhere

we paralleled the main road on its older dirt counterpart. Our first stop produced a beautiful female Torrent
Duck, Torrent Tyrannulets, and flashy Inca Jays. We followed the river for a number of kilometerstoitiaa

a bridge that produced severtrge dull cinnamon Cliff FlycatcherdVe then continued through the town of
Zamora, arriving at the lodge close to dinnertime.

Thur., Dec. 6 Copalinga Vicinity

After breakfast at 6:0@.m, we birded the immediate vicinity of the lodgé&/e found some nice birds, including
a pair of Magpie TanagesGreenand-gold Tanager, a couple of cooperative Squirrel Cuckoos, a pair of Red
crested Finches, Margpotted Hummingbird, and Violdtonted Brilliant. At 9:3Ga.m.,, we boarded the bus and
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took a short drive to the
Bomlmscaro entrance to
Podocarpus National Park.
The up and down trail was
bathed in bright sun and
we saw little besides a
couple Yellowthroated
Chlorospingus. Leaving
there, we dpve into the
nearby town of Zamora
and birded a waterfront
park along the Douro
River, encountering a
couple of Speckled
Chachalacas, Ringed
Kingfisher, two very
confiding Yellowbrowed
Sparrows, and a Striated.
From there, we returned

to the lodge and tok a short break after luncht 3:30p.m.we reconvenedand, joined by Walter, one of the

f 2R3ASQa &l Akedup ® ¥ avalindiEcrbssasmSrail that serves as simpleblind. There, wevaited

for an hour, finally being rewarded with an adulta@ Tinamou that appeared with four downy chicks. The

tinamous stayed long enough for people to get good views and a few photos. Other birds in the vicinity of the

blind were Grayfronted Doves, Goldeheaded manakins, Paradise Tanagers, Inca Jays, ang difficult to

see female Collared TrogoWe descended the trail and spent a little time viewing the stand of Porterweed

outside the dining area. The small purple flowers of this plant are attractive to hummingbirds, and for this

reason, it is a populasrnamental planting at lodges throughout Latin America. Before too long, we had

repeated views of a male Wiaested Thorntail, its curious spikey crown feathers clearly visible. Before dinner,

we took a short drive to look for Blackish Nightjar, but tam made that activity very difficult, so we returned

for dinner.

Fri., Dec 7 Copalinga and Zamora Vicinity

After our 6:00a.m. breakfast, we drove a short way to the Boasbaro entrance to PodocarpdsP. Within a
few minutes, it was obvious that the rain was going to make it impossible to see anytiiag especially
frustrating by the presence of a calling Lanceolated MoniBetktracking, we drove through Zamora to a road
that passes through agnilture, light woodland, and some settlements. For the checklist, we called this the
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