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NATURALIST

CaLIGo
VENTURES
Birding Tours & Nature Travel

With Guides Xavier Muiioz and Greg Smith, and participants Jerry, Kay, Fiona,
Nancy, Thomas, Sherry, Holly, Larry, Wendi, Frank, and Leslie

Monday, 13 August Cuiaba| Pousa Alegre

We were attheS3o Pauld A NLJ2 NI SIF NI &z FyR o0& i SiyvoRo@dighenorih eadtNJ & 2
of S&o Paulo, in the state of Mata Grosso. It had the look of a smallgowm large. | waparticularly

fascinated by the tangles of cables and wifestooning thautility poles alongside the road’he steamy heat

was a shock to our systems after the cool of the Atlantic Forest.

We drove through five miles of commerce before reaching mixed savannah woodland and scrub forest. Every
time we pulled over, there was axgavaganza of new species. On our very first stop, at a roadside pond, we
saw Capybara lounging under a tree, Savanna Hawk, Snail Kitec@llacdd Hawk, Blaeellied Whistling

Duck, Horned Screamer, Anhinga, Southern Lapwing, Capped Heron, andi\8@ttkma! And then there was
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the Jabiru. This creature is extraordinary with its sculpted black
head and inflated red neck. It looks like a mask carved from wood

plopped on the head of an owsized wood stork. It holds its
head very still with it$ill slightly open in the heat and its red
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the several stops we made we saw Ringed Kingfisher, Wood
Stork, Cocoi Heron, Great and SiyoEgrets, and the exorbitant
Roseate Spoonbill.

Our planned lunke stop and tractor ride weréhwarted because
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the restaurant was closed for two dagise tol Y & dzy SELISOG S
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churrascaria, where afterlling our plates from the buffet, we

were served round after round of different cuts of mostly beef
(but including chicken hearts) carved from skewers, hot from the
grill. Greg had warned us to pace ourselves and he was right.

After lunch, we continued tantroduce ourselves to the denizens
who would be our friends for the next week or so. At stops along
the road, we found waders like Rufescent Tiglaron, Striated
Heron, Bufinecked, Plumbeoy8arefaced andGreen Ibis,
Greycowled WoodRail,Limpkin and some landoving Bare

faced Cuassow. We also found smigr birds of the bush, such as
Guira Cuckoo, Orangmacked Toupid, Blackbacked Water

Tyrant, and Yellovbilled Gardinal (oddly named as it is best
distinguished by its deep red cap)e\Wwassed mobs afaiman,
f2dzy3Ay3a G GKS ¢l GSNRa SR3AS:S
wreath of water hyacinth. A neto-enormousbut-still-plenty-

large anaconda, maybe 6 or 7 feet in length, was curled up in
shallow water, using his tail end as a headré¢e. saw many

nests, some still with nestlings. My favorite was thbidu, a giant
ball of sticks supporting a female wittvo fluffy, beaky chicks.

‘

Naturalist Journeys, LLC | Caligo VentuR3 Box 1654%ortal, AZ 8563PH: 520.558.1146 |@6.9001146
Fax 650.471.7667aturalistjourneys.con caligo.coninfo@caligo.conp naturalistioumeys@gmail.com



http://naturalistjourneys.com/
mailto:caligo.com
mailto:info@caligo.com
mailto:naturalistjourneys@gmail.com

Andunderneath the dbiru nests are condominiums for MonlaiRkeets, who pay their rent by sounding the

alarm when a hawkr other predator is nealWe also saw nests of Plumbeous Ibis, Oraeygged Thornbird,

Southern Carara, CrestedOropendola, and the rounded mud oven of tRefousHornero. Blacland-gold

Howler Monkeys could have been a satisfactory mammal to end the drive to Pouso Allegre, but we capped it all
off with a family ofTapirt The little one was beautifully striped and was following its parents in the underbrush
along the side of road. What an urpgected treat! We arrived and checked in at Pouso Alegre just in time for
dinner, and just before seven were greeted by a gorgeaast
Anteater, who wandered around the grounds in between gues
for fifteen minutes or so. She was pregnant and was busy
scafing up ants as fast as she couldoting around with her
long, improbable nose deep into the duff.

Tuesday, 14 Augustd PousoAlegre

Our morning started out well at the bird feeders behind the
lodge, where papaya arithnana were being assaulted by
Yellowbilled Girdinals A particularly witty vieweremarked,
Gl 2t e ayvyzl SiddadihalsiOR yIOf R d&for0 25
laughing. Othes breakfasting included Chestnetired Aacai,
Purplish Jay, Turquoideonted Parrot, Whitetipped Dove and
Greater Kiskadee

A hike in the vicinity of the lodge took us past an enormous
beehive in a morassia tree with its huge spreading cgndpe
0 NHzY LIS ( NBIS&a 2NUB ¢d DBHOVAA y I
extravagant blesoms of yellow or pink. Tabehuis the National
Tree of Brazil anddre in July it is late winter, bahe flowers are
blooming andmany birds are nesting already.

b A NJ

This foest does not support epiphytes litke bromeliads that
we saw in the Atlanticdfest, but rather hydrophytes, plants
that tolerate submerging for a portion of the year. Aeriabts of
strangler figs hang to the groundhe figgrowsup and
eventually kilsthe host tree Other striking plants include the
ant tree with its bright red fruits, and the jelly flower, with
blooms as sweet as honayskle.A Turquoisdronted Parrot
couple exchanged tender pleasantries at the mouth of their
strangler fig cavity homeNe got a good look at a Ferruginous
PygmyOwl looking dowrat us from the canopy, as well as a
Rufousbrowed Peppershrike. Several of us waesated to the
stunning @mpo Hickeras itforagedfor breakfast offerings.
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| After our walk weheaded out for a préunch ride to see what we
could find. Our various stops brought us Reited Scythebill, Bck
fronted Nunbird, Whitdored Spinetail, Mto Grosso Atbird,
another stunning Orangbacked Troupial, Silvdreaked Tanager
(who glows blacked), Narrowbilled Woodcreeper, the charming
Rubustailed Jacamar, Mousthed Wren, Cinnamobellied
Seedeater, and Masked@&tcatcher. A treasure trove ofew bird
species!

After our siesta w left for an evening drive arourdl00 PM after
~ the peak of the heahadwaned. A stunningair of White
| Woodpeckes caught our attenion early in the drive, and wead
, good looks at Great Black Hawk aBldckcollared Fwwk. We passed
Capybara and browsinBrown BrocketDeer and the powdery dirt of
| the road made perfect impressions eédiman tails and jacana feet.
We stopped at a watering hole to wait and see what the evening
O \would bring. Anditbroughta 2 i H 2 S &l ¢ Ao FA NK
" grazingne NJ G KS g1 GSNDa SR3IS bt&ed G2 |
The commonly seerbut exquisite Gragowled WoodRail and the
less commonly seedndulated Thamou ale found supper there. A
tall Cecropia tree hosted Boco Bucan, who looked on for some time before relinquishinggach. A raucous

explosion of Chacohachalaca caused a brief upset of the
otherwise peaceful scene. As the light dimmed more and more,
other mammals made their appearance A Qrab-eating Fox wasof

coursehunting crabs along the far edge
trotted towards us and then behind our
vanishing back into the forest. He was
BrocketDeer came in for a drink and a
ambled across the field at a distance.
grew dark, the Common Paraguame
the sky. It was a fruitful night for

of the pond, but then
viewing area, before
wonderfully close! Aray
South America@oati
And finaly, as the skies
out to pluck insects from
naturalists.

Wednesday, 15 August

Some of usvere luckyto see aBat
grounds at first light, and @&ayra was
digance. Today we boarded an opair
made for easieviewing. We saw three
Macaws perched in a tree for oe; they .
rapidly past far overhead. We passed Brown Capuchin
Monkeys,anotherQoati, a family of Mll, Capybara, andrown
Brocket Deer roketing through the bush. A Sumtiern flew up, flasling his butterfly wings at us. More woedil
hunted intently for crabsintil they got spooked by a Southern Caraclanding nearby. Because this landscape
floods during a good portion of the year, there are no small rodents, and the food base for many is fish and
crabs (including the ferocious loiok) Caiman). Some of the other specieshdigd this morning included Striated
Heron, Green Kingfisher, Cocairbin, Blak-capped Donacobius, Plumbeous lbis, and a very cooperative
Savanna Hawk. Yelleweaded VMilture soared over our heads and thest photoop of the day probably came

Pousa Alegre

Falcon on the pousa
also spotted at a

truck for our drive, which
gorgeous Hyacinth
usually seem to be flying
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from the three charming Guira Cuckoos lined up together to watc
our truck pass.

We stopped for coffee and a shopping break at a small cafe and
return trip brought us aother Campo Flickgrosing on dermite
mound and a Planalto Slafntshrike. A giant pile of fresh dung
could only have been left byTapir!

It was hot! So, our days Hdeen planned around a miday siesta.
In the later afternoon we headed out again in thadk. We were
privilegedto see a pair of Great Blaclaks copulatingand
watched more giantabiru in their giant nests (up tovo meters
deep!) reorganizing sticks for the céont of their chicks. The tinBlacktailed Marmoset viewed us from a safe
perch. The fragrance of ¢hjelly flower wafed in the cooling air,
and thekapoktree released clouds of fluff from its bursting pods.
We finished the evening at the watering hole where we saw ma
of our friends from the night beforgndwatchedan Aplomado
Falcon snatch a bat out of the sky.

Thursday, 16 August

Pousa Alegre to Porto Jofre

This morning we lefPouso Alegre and began our drive to the Rio
Cuiaba to start oudaguar adventure. Our stops were carefully
chosen, as we hadlat of miles to cover befa dusk. We had a
troop of White-lipped Peccary cross the road and disappear into
the bushes, bab®trailingbehind We watched aabiru struggle

for sometime to gan control over the giant fish had caught.
There is definitgl an energetic expenditure required to down
something three times the width of your beakh artifact and
unexpected benefit of the raised roadway were the constructed
perennial wetlands immediately paralleling it that were alive with
all kinds of bird I#. We got a good look at the tiny but charismatic Pygmy fi§hgr, as well as the Muscovy
Duck (the native, wild kind) with, amecoined it,its Frieda Kahlo headdress.
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We stopped at Pousa Mato Grosso on thealfix
River to have lunch, mug with th@asterJaguar
bench, enjoythe feeders (loaded with Yellobeaked
Cardinal, troupials, Silvéreaked Tanager, Solitary
Caciqueand more), walk the forest trail, and enjoy
our first boat ride. This lodge is located in an ecoton
between gallery forest, wetland, and grassland and
the diversity is high. We were especially charmed b
Rufoustailed Jacamar, who stuck to his perch
immediately next to the trail as we all tromped
passed, clicking our cameras furiously at him.

On our boat rideve watched yet another bird, a
Neotropic ©rmorant, tangle with aroversized fish, in
this case @&lecostomuswel outfitted with spiny fins.
A Blackcdlared Fawk flew low over our heads, and
we founda beautiful Agami gron skulking behind the ks
water hyacinths. Xavier cut a slice of hyacitalshow
us that he center is like styrofoam, providing the
flotation needed by le plant. We savgcreamers and
Maguari Stork and Little Blueekbn, andheard a
Great HornedOwl calling during our stop.

Back on the bus, our stofpsought us a very
cooperative Gotoy $inetail who firted with us for
some time, a @yish &ltator murching a yellow
trumpet flower, Greerand-Rufous Kingfisher,
Muscovy DuckWhistling Heron, and both Black
backed WatefTyrant andWhite-headed Marsh
Tyrant At a stop to admire the grasslands, Xavier §
described the Pantanal as the Everglades on steroid
(or asteroids, as hpronounced it). He grabbed a
Gant Shail shell and said that there is no pesticide us
in the area, soltese snails are clean food famipkin.
A flock of Yellowchevrored Rarakeets escorted the
bus for long enough to give as all a thrill.

Finally we reached the Rio Cuiaba. Hyacintlasaws
sent us off on our first boat ride with good luck. It
took us approximatel¢5 minutes tospotour first
Jaguar. He looked casually down off the river bank a
boatsrespectfully queued up for some fine looks. Th
boats are in radio contact, so wherlaguar is gjhted, there is great excitement as the boat zawdown the
river to reach the destination before the spotted cat disappears back into thenbngish. All in all, we got
outstandinglooks at twoJaguar ths, ourfirst evening on the Rio Cuiaba, afiidished the day motoringack to
our houseboat under a lovely paidby-numbersunset
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Friday, 17 August Rio Cuiaba

We spent much of the morning watching four differeaguars grooming, yawning, snoozing, sthemg, rolling,
lounging, huntingalong the shoreline, and eveswimming. Theyere magnificentTheir spots are large and
small,and alwayso dramatic. Big btk ones on their belly, smaller ones on their faces, and the spots on their
flanks look like someone dippebdir fingers in fingepaints to make circular clusters of dots. Beautiful! One
femaleJdaguar we followed for a very long timeover an hout asshe worked her way up river. Our boat driver
would anticipate where she was likely to emerge and park himself in a premium lociaiiturdingin front of a

log she opted to climb out on to lay down for a look at the river.

It washard to imagine that weveNB y Q (i A witfi tBeNdfc&td)Bhuyash time the cat scratchieor yawred,
as the motor drivechatter, the animalddy Qi S @Sy (I { S { K®hailakh afifazing 8ppaoitutaNd A (1 2

for us, and honestly, the cajsstredlydidn Qi a4SSY (2 YAYRO®
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