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Naturalist Journeys group leader Gerard Gorman, local guides Gina Nichol and 
Steve Bird, and participants Andy , David, Jeanne, Joanna, Kathleen, Leslie, 

Sherry, Susan, and Tom. 

 
This was a marvelous tour around an incredibly special place, the Greek island of Lesvos (aka Lesbos) which is 
situated in the north-Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŜƎŜŀƴ {ŜŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ DǊŜŜŎŜΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ мсол ǎǉǳŀǊŜ 
kilometers, and is typified by stunning rocky scenery, olive groves, old oak and pine woods, pastures and 
tranquil settlements, all set in a blue sea. Its fantastic birdlife, both resident and migratory, kept us engaged and 
enthralled all week.  
 

Fri., Apr. 22   Arrivals | Birding the Hotel | Kala mi-Messa Wetlands 
As we drove along, we had the sea and saltpans (salinas) on one side and scrubby rocky hillsides, old oak woods 
and olive groves on the other. Birds spotted as we went included Greater Flamingos, Great and Little Egrets, 
Yellow-ƭŜƎƎŜŘ Dǳƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ /ǊŜǎǘŜŘ [ŀǊƪǎΦ !ǎ ǿŜ ǳƴƭƻŀŘŜŘΣ ŀ /ŜǘǘƛΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ ōǳǊǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƴƎ ōy the brackish marsh 
right in front of our hotel and many Common House Martins were flying around and nesting on the building 
itself. A wonderful greeting! After checking in, which was straightforward, and freshening up, we walked a short 
way to a lovely taverna in the fishing port. We were to have lunch here several times as the food and service 
were superb. There were huge Yellow-legged Gulls flying around and sitting on the fishing boats and an adult 
Mediterranean Gull on the sea, a good find. We all ordered different things (most choosing fish and seafood 
dishes) from the extensive menu. Returning to the hotel a singing Crested Lark showed well, before trotting 
across the road to the beach. After a short break, we set off again.  
 
Our first afternoon was to prove extraordinarily successful. We drove through the town where White Storks 
were nesting right in the center on a utility-ǇƻƭŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊōȅ Ψ{ŎƻǇǎ /ƻǇǎŜΣΩ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƛǾŜŘ-up to its 
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name as two Eurasian Scops Owls were roosting there in eucalyptus trees. These small owls were remarkably 
well camouflaged, but we all saw them well. A pair of Eurasian Nuthatches popped in and out of a tree cavity 
with food, a Common Chaffinch was singing, there were Great and Eurasian Blue Tits, and Common Swifts and 
Barn Swallows flying overhead. The Kalloni Bay area has over sixty wetlands of avian importance and now we 
visited our first. The Kalami-Messa sanctuary is an area of both saline and freshwater lagoons and marshes. Here 
we watched Common and Ruddy Shelducks, Garganey, Little Grebe, Black Stork, Purple Heron, Greater 
Flamingos, Western Marsh Harrier and a range of shorebirds including Ruff and Little Ringed Plover, a Woodchat 
Shrike and a ²ƘƛƴŎƘŀǘΦ ! Ψ{ǘŜǇǇŜ .ǳȊȊŀǊŘΩ όŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ǎǳōǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ of Buteo buteo) and a Northern Lapwing at 
Messa were especially noteworthy. Andy and I glimpsed a Eurasian Bittern in flight, too. Levant Water Frogs 
were croaking, and Balkan Terrapins were basking on stones and logs in the marsh. We also found a Spur-
thighed Tortoise on a rocky slope by our vans. We also saw our first Scarce Swallowtail butterflies, which are 
certainly not scarce on Lesbos! In the late afternoon we returned to base following the Lotzaria Track and 
Tsiknias River, a route we would get to know well.  
 
Our first day was ending, but the birds kept on coming: Little Stint, Common Sandpiper, Spotted Redshank, Little 
Bittern, Little Owl, Eurasian and Great Reed Warblers, the latter very raucous, and singing Common 
Nightingales, all recorded. After a buffet dinner we tried tƻ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ όƴƻǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻ 
many) with the Scops Owls, European Bee-eaters, Greater Flamingos, Steppe Buzzard and many of the 
shorebirds being popular.  
 

Sat., Apr. 23   Metochi Lake | Kalloni Salt pans | Potamia Reservoir 
We had an optional pre-breakfast trip at 6.30 am to Metochi Lake seeing, amongst others, Ruddy Shelduck, 
Black Stork, Little Bittern, Squacco Heron, European Turtle Dove, Eurasian Hoopoe and Eurasian Jay. A Green 
Toad was heard churring, too. We returned at 8am to a buffet breakfast, an array of various breads, pastries, 
cereals, jams, local honey, yoghurt, eggs and hot dishes. Our first stop after breakfast was at the Kalloni saltpans 
where we saw many of the birds seen previously but also news species such as a magnificent Great Spotted 
Cuckoo, fourteen Collared Pratincoles calling and flying over the water and then over our heads (Leslie was 
especially delighted with this) and two Common Ravens. Raptors included two Short-toed Snake Eagles, a 
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9ǳǊŀǎƛŀƴ Iƻōōȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ 9ƭŜƻƴƻǊŀΩǎ CŀƭŎƻƴ όŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŀȅǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ¢ƻƳΩǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ favorite bird). Several 
Eastern Olivaceous Warblers were singing their scratchy chattering song in track-side scrub. Moving on to the 
Kalami-Messa sanctuary we found a dozen Great Crested Grebes on the bay, more Greater Flamingos, some 
pink, some whiter, a Kentish Plover, a Common Snipe and two Red-throated Pipits. A Spur-winged Plover on the 
Kalami Marsh showed very well and would be the only sighting of this rare bird all week. We headed back via 
the saltpans, seeing over four hundred Greater Flamingos. These gangly-looking birds often showed more bright 
red on the wings when they flew. There were many Common Terns, Ruff and Wood Sandpipers and some new 
birds for our rapidly growing list: Little Terns, a Marsh Sandpiper, ten Curlew Sandpipers and a real rarity here, a 
Bar-tailed Godwit. After some patience we finally got views of a Zitting Cisticola, a tiny warbler-like bird, doing 
its display flight and its simple dzip-dzip-dzip song. After an outstanding morning, we headed back at around 1 
pm for lunch in the port-side taverna in Skala Kalloni.  
 
CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ōǊŜŀƪΣ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƴŜǿƻƻŘǎ ŀǘ !ŎƘƭŀŘŜǊƛ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ YǊǸǇŜǊΩǎ 
Nuthatch. This species is a major target for everyone birding Lesvos as the island is the only place in Europe 
where it breeds. Local knowledge meant that we were soon watching a pair, from a safe distance, busy at their 
nesting cavity. Other birds in these open woods were Cirl Bunting, Long-tailed Tits, Short-toed Treecreeper and 
Eastern Subalpine Warbler. A fine male Eastern Black-eared Wheatear and a pair of Masked Shrikes, one eating 
a dragonfly, were near our vehicles. Although it was mid-afternoon, we also heard a Scops Owl calling. After a 
sunny, stupendous day with many great birds, as well as Orange Tip, Eastern Wood White and Swallowtail 
butterflies, Balkan Terrapins, Levant Water Frogs, and a Red Fox, we drove back to our hotel for an hour of rest 
before a buffet dinner. 
 

Sun., Apr. 24  Christou River Mouth | Coastal Road | Melidia Valley  
This morning we had a 7.30 breakfast and then set off for the west of the island. But first, we stopped at the 
mouth of the River Christou, very near our hotel. The dry and wet mid-flats here hosted our first Stone Curlew 
(Eurasian Thick-knee), a Black-bellied Plover, not in full breeding plumage, and European Bee-eaters flying high 
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and low over the ground (Susan could barely hide her excitement). Heading up on a winding road through 
ƳƻƴǘŀƴŜ ǘŜǊǊŀƛƴΣ ǿŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ ǎǘƻǇǎ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ΨǊƻŎƪΩ ōƛǊŘǎΥ ²ŜǎǘŜǊn Rock Nuthatch, Blue Rock Thrush and 
Rock Sparrow. There were both Common and Long-legged Buzzards, too, which we were able to compare. We 
ǎƻƻƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ /ǊŜǘȊǎŎƘƳŀǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ /ƛƴŜǊŜƻǳǎ .ǳƴǘƛƴƎǎΦ /ƛƴŜǊŜƻǳǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ [ŜǎǾƻǎΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
only found in Europe on a few Aegean Islands and its conservation status is categorized as Near Threatened. It is 
often seen on the ground, on boulders, on low bushes, but we also watched one on a wire.  
 
/ǊŜǘȊǎŎƘƳŀǊΩǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ǊŀǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƪ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 9ǳǊƻpean population is also in Greece. We also started finding 
Starred Agamas, stocky robust-looking lizards, sunning themselves on boulders. We also enjoyed the many 
Eastern Festoon butterflies and watched a couple of False Apollos, large butterflies with almost transparent 
ǿƛƴƎǎΣ ŦƭƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ ǊƻŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ΨŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ǎǘƻǇΩ ƛƴ ŀ ǉǳŀƛƴǘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŎŀŦŞ ǿƛǘƘ 
magnificent views over the hills and sea, we saw our first Alpine Swifts. We moved on, leaving the main road, 
taking a more rugged route through the scenic Meladia Valley. This was to prove very productive, highlights 
being some real, wild, Rock Pigeons (as opposed to the feral ones living in settlements) and a very confiding 
roadside Little Owl (which particularly pleased Joanna). A Eurasian Wryneck was spied loitering low in a bush 
before it flew out and landed on a rock. Everyone scrambled out of the vehicles and scanned the terrain. We got 
ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻǊŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ΨǳƴǳǎǳŀƭΩ ǿƻƻŘǇŜŎƪŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘ ǾŀƴƛǎƘŜŘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭd see. Soon after 
came another memorable sighting as a juvenile Golden Eagle soared over a ridge. It was mobbed by a Long-
legged Buzzard, and we could see the huge difference in size between these raptors. We caught our breath and 
moved on.  
 
A stream valley with scattered bushes and shrubs was a haven for songbirds, particularly warblers. Barred, 
Eastern Orphean and Willow Warblers, Lesser Whitethroat and Eurasian Blackcap were all seen in quick 
succession, as well as European Pied and Spotted Flycatchers, and a fine-looking male Black-headed Bunting. It 
was now time for our picnic lunch, and as we did so another Long-legged Buzzard soaring high overhead was 
joined by a second year .ƻƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ 9ŀƎƭŜΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōƛǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎŜƭŘƻƳ ǎŜŜƴ ƻƴ [ŜǎǾƻǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ ǿŀǎ good, the 
birding top-class. We stopped in the small port of Sigri, meeting Paul, a British naturalist who spent the summer 
there. He kindly offered us coffee, showed us some moths he had trapped during the night, including a 
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magnificent Giant tŜŀŎƻŎƪ aƻǘƘΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƳƻǘƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀǿ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ 9ǳǊŀǎƛŀƴ WŀŎƪŘŀǿǎ ƘŜǊŜΦ 
This gentleman then took us to a secluded grassy site amongst the olive groves that he had found just out of 
town with some endemic Lesvos Orchids and a rare hybrid orchid that was yet to be classified. Several Violet 
Carpenter Bees buzzed around, alarming for some, but the truth is, despite being one of the largest bees in 
Europe they are seldom aggressive and will attack people only if provoked. We were to see these impressive 
insects every day. We began to head back to base. On the way we had repeat views of various raptors, warblers 
and buntings, and found a few Northern Wheatears and two Isabelline Wheatears. Back at our hotel there was a 
special treat at dinner. As it was the Greek Orthodox Easter, we were presented with chocolate eggs and 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ōŀƪŜŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ψ9ŀǎǘŜǊ .ǊŜŀŘΩΦ 
 

Mon., Apr. 25   Tsiknias River | Perasma Reservoir | Aylkes Grasslands  
!ǎ ƻƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ŀ /ŜǘǘƛΩǎ Warbler and a Common Nightingale were both singing loudly by our hotel as 
ǿŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ƻŦŦ ƻƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇǊŜ-breakfast adventure at 6.30 am. We had now visited the saltpans several 
times, at various times of day and to different corners, and every time we saw something new. We were also 
getting more and better views of the other birds, and several of the group mentioned that that was good; we 
were learning. Shorebirds were numerous: Pied Avocet, Black-winged Stilt, Common, Marsh and Wood 
Sandpipers, Common Greenshank and Little Stint. There were over 350 Greater Flamingos, and we scoped a new 
ōƛǊŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǘǊƛǇΣ ŦƻǳǊ 5ŀƭƳŀǘƛŀƴ tŜƭƛŎŀƴǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǇƭǳƳŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ōƛƭƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ΨƭƛŦŜ ōƛǊŘΩ 
for most, but Jeanne was especially delighted. After breakfast at the hotel at 8 am, we first drove to the lower 
reaches of the Tsiknias River. Here our first Lesser Grey Shrike was spotted, eating an unidentified insect and 
being mobbed by a Blue Tit. We also saw another Eurasian Hoopoe (much to DaviŘΩǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƴŀƛƴ 
target for him) and passerines such as European Greenfinch and European Goldfinch. Moving further up the 
valley we saw two Short-toed Snake Eagles, another Eurasian Hoopoe, and our main target Middle Spotted 
Woodpecker, the onƭȅ ΨǘǊǳŜΩ ǿƻƻŘǇŜŎƪŜǊ όƴƻǘ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ 9ǳǊŀǎƛŀƴ ²ǊȅƴŜŎƪύ ƻƴ [ŜǎōƻǎΦ ! ǇŀƛǊ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǉǳƛǘŜ 
low down in an olive tree right by a farm track, so we observed from a safe distance, which could not be said for 
a shepherd on a motorbike and his feisty dogs!  
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We then drove northwards to the beautiful coast between Kavaki and Molivos. Starred Agamas occasionally 
popped their heads out from between rocks here. Back to the birding, some had brief views of a Chukar on the 
rocks as we scanned the sea. Seven Mediterranean Gulls were spotted flying around an offshore island and four 
European Shags and some Yelkouan Shearwaters skimming over the blue water. It was a picturesque place to be 
birding. Further north along the coast, at almost the most northern point of the island, we had our picnic on a 
hill overlooking the sea towards Turkey. Many Yellow-legged Gulls were around the fishing boats far below. 
Closer-by, a pair of Eurasian Jays seemed to be nesting and we also saw a few Eurasian Linnets, flying and sitting 
on a fence. Raptors included five Short-toed Snake Eagles, five Long-legged Buzzards and a Western Marsh 
Harrier.  
 
After our al fresco lunch we headed west, skirting the sea, towards Eftalou. We stopped to watch a Red-backed 
Shrike and scanned the sea getting splendid views of over 250 Yelkouan Shearwaters going back-and-forth in 
small parties. Cleopatras, beautiful, big, yellow butterflies, were on the wing here, too. The road went up a slope 
and our lead vehicle suddenly stopped to avoid a European Glass Lizard that was crossing the road. These 
magnificent reptiles are often mistaken for a big snake (being up to 140 cm long) but they are a limbless lizard. 
Unusually, it did not slither off into the undergrowth but allowed us to pick it up and take its photo before we 
released it safely into the undergrowth. Passing through the quaint town of Molivos (aka Mythimna) which has a 
famed medieval fort, we reached the Perasma Reservoir where there were ten Ruddy Shelducks, six Little Stints 
and more Yellow-legged Gulls. Our final stop was back near Kalloni Bay at the Aylkes wetland-grassland. Our 
main target was Greater Short-toed Lark and after first seeing them far off, they flew in much closer. We also 
saw another Stone Curlew (aka Eurasian Thick-knee) and three Whimbrels on the shore. A brief stop by the 
¢ǎƛƪƴƛŀǎ wƛǾŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǘŜƭ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŀ DŀǊƎŀƴŜȅΣ ¢ŜƳƳƛƴŎƪΩǎ {ǘƛƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜral Western Yellow 
Wagtails of the feldegg ΨōƭŀŎƪ-ƘŜŀŘŜŘΩ ǎǳōǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ  
 
 
 


