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This was a marvelous tour around an incredibly special place, the Greek island of Lesvos (aka Lesbos) which is
situated inthenorthS I aéd 2F GKS 1S3Sty {SIod ¢KA&A Aa 2yS 2F DNB
kilometers and is typified by stunningcky scenery, olive groves, old oak and pine woods, pastures and

tranquil settlements, all set in a blue sea. Its fantastic birdlife, both resident and migratory, kept us engaged and
enthralled all week.

Fri., Apr. 22 Arrivals | Birding the Hotel | Kala mi-Messa Wetlands

As we drove along, we had the sea aadtpans(salina3 on one side and scrubby rocky hillsides, old oak woods
and olive groves on the other. Birds spotted as we went included Greater Flamingos, Great and Little Egrets,
Yelowt SIISR Ddzffa YR / NBAGSR [FN)]ad ! AytheBrackishinarshRS R >
right in front of our hotel and many Common House Martins were flying around and nesting on the building
itself. A wonderful greeting! After checking in, which was straightforward, and freshening up, we walked a short
way to a lovelyaverna in the fishing port. We were to have lunch here several times as the food and service
were superb. There were huge Yellkbegged Gulls flying around and sitting on the fishing boats and an adult
Mediterranean Gull on the sea, a good find. We alleoedl different things (most choosing fish and seafood
dishes) from the extensive menu. Returning to the hotel a singing Crested Lark showed well, before trotting
across the road to the beach. After a short break, we set off again.

Our first afternoon waso prove extraordinarily successful. We drove through the town where White Storks
were nesting right in theenteron a utilityLJ2 f S G KSy 2y (G2 (GKS ySI NpwitsV{ 02 LJ
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name as two Eurasian Scops Owls were roosting timeegicalyptus trees. These small owls were remarkably

well camouflaged, but we all saw them well. A pair of Eurasian Nuthatches popped in and out of a tree cavity

with food, a Common Chaffinch was singing, there were Great and Eurasian Blue Tits, arehCwiiits and

Barn Swallows flying overhead. The Kalloni Bay area has over sixty wetlands of avian importance and now we
visited our first. The KalarMlessa sanctuary is an area of both saline and freshwater lagoons and marshes. Here
we watchedCommon andRuddy Shelducks, Garganey, Little Grebe, Black Stork, Purple Heron, Greater
Flamingos, Western Marsh Harrier and a range of shorebirds including Ruff and Little Ringed Plover, a Woodchat
Shrikeand a2 KA Y OKF G & ! W{ (SLIIS . dziof Buthdb@eopahd aRlarthaimLyp@idghald S & «
Messa were especially noteworthgndy and | glimpsed a Eurasian Bittern in flight, too. Levant Water Frogs

were croaking, and Balkan Terrapins were basking on stones and logs in the marsh. We also found a Spur
thighed Tortoise on a rocky slope by our vans. We also saw our first Scarce Swallowtail butterflies, which are
certainly not scarce on Leslda the late afternoon we returned to base following the Lotzaria Track and

Tsiknias River, a route we would get tamlinwell.

Our first day was ending, but the birds kept on coming: Little Stint, Common Sandpiper, Spotted Redshank, Little
Bittern, Little Owl, Eurasian and Great Reed Warblers, the latter very raucous, and singing Common

Nightingales, all recorded. Aftarbuffet dinner we tried2 & dzY Yl NAT § (KS RI 8Q& KAIKE A
many) with the Scops Owls, European Begers, Greater Flamingos, Steppe Buzzard and many of the

shorebirds being popular.

Sat., Apr. 23 Metochi Lake | Kalloni Salt pans | Potamia Reservoir

We had an optional prbreakfast trip at 6.30 am to Metochi Lake seeing, amongst others, Ruddy Shelduck,
Black Stork, Little Bittern, Squacco Heron, European Turtle Dove, Eurasian Hoopoe and Eurasian Jay. A Green
Toad was heardhurring too. We returned at 8am to a buffet breakfast, an array of various breads, pastries,
cereals, jamdpcal honeyyoghurt, egggindhot dishes. Our first stop after breakfast was at the Kalkatipans

where we saw many of the birds seen previously bub alsws species such as a magnificent Great Spotted
Cuckoo, fourteen Collared Pratincoles calling and flying over the water and then over our heads (Leslie was
especially delighted with this) and two Common Ravens. Raptors included twot&ediSnake Eags, a
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Eastern Olivaceous Warblers were singing their scratchy chattering song isitglacécrub. Moving on to the
KalamiMessa sanctuarwe found a dozen Great Crested Grebes on the bay, more Greater Flamingos, some
pink, some whiter, a Kentish PlovarCommon Snipe and two Réutoated Pipits. A Spuwinged Plover on the
Kalami Marsh showed very well and would be the only sighting ofdheésbird all week. We headed back via
the saltpans seeing over four hundred Greater Flamingos. These gémaftyng birds often showed more bright
red on the wings when they flew. There were many Common Terns, Ruff and Wood Sanapissie new
birdsfor our rapidly growing list: Little Terns, a Marsh Sandpiper, ten Curlew Sandpipers and a real rarity here, a
Bartailed Godwit. After some patience we finally got views of a Zitting Cisticola, a tiny whkkléird, doing
its display flight and itsimple dzipdzip-dzip song. After an outstanding morning, we headed back at around 1
pm for lunch in the porside taverna in Skala Kalloni.

C2tft2gAy3a | akK2NI oNBIF{1Z 6S ¢Syld G2 GKS LAYySgg22Ra |
Nuthatch. Tis species is a major target for everyone birding Lesvos as the island is the only place in Europe
where it breeds. Local knowledge meant that we were soon watching a pair, from a safe distance, busy at their
nesting cavity. Other birds in these open waoadere Cirl Buimg, Longtailed Tits, Shortoed Treecreeper and

Eastern Subalpine Warbler. A fine male Eastern Bfackd Wheatear and a pair of Masked Shrikes, one eating

a dragonfly, were near our vehicles. Although it was-aftérnoon, we also heard Scops Owl calling. After a

sunny, stupendous day with many great birds, as well as Orange Tip, Eastern Wood White and Swallowtail
butterflies, Balkan Terrapins, Levant Water Frogs, and a Red Fox, we drove back to our hotel for an hour of rest
before a luffet dinner.

Sun., Apr. 24 Christou River Mouth | Coastal Road | Melidia Valley

This morning we had a 7.30 breakfast and then set off for the west of the island. But first, we stopped at the
mouth of the River Christou, very near our hotel. The dry and wetflaig here hosted our first Stone Curlew
(Eurasian Thicknee), a Blackellied Plover, not in full breeding plumage, and European&asers flying high
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and low over the ground (Susan could barely hide her excitement). Headingaipiioding road through
Y2yidlyS GSNNIAYS 6S YIRS NEI RaRRNuthaick? Blde RGcR Thaush@@K WN
Rock Sparrow. There were both Common and Hegged Buzzards, too, which we were able to compare. We
a22y F2dzyR / NBiT a0KYFNRa FyR /AySNB2dza .dzydAy3ao / A
only found in Europe on a few Aegean Islands and its conservation status is categohiesd akreatenedit is

often seen on the ground, on boulders, on low bushes, but we also watched one on a wire.

I NBGT a0KYIFNR& A& y20 pean pbdulatiBnis againiGreedé.3Ve alsizistarte®fifiding G a 9
Starred Agamas, stocky robusbking lizards, sunning themselves on boulders. We also enjoyed the many

Eastern Festoon butterflies and watched a couple of False Apollos, large butterflies wot &linsparent
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magnificent views over the hills and sea, we saw our first Alpine Swifts. We moved on, leaving the main road,
taking a more ruggectbute through the scenic Meladia Valley. This was to prove very productive, highlights

being some real, wild, Rock Pigeons (as opposed to the feral ones living in settlements) and a very confiding
roadside Little Owl (which particularly pleased Joanndjurasian Wryneck was spied loitering low in a bush

before it flew out and landed on a rock. Everyone scrambled out of the vehicles and scanned the terrain. We got

I ¥FS¢6 Y2NB OASga 2F GKAA Wdzydzadz £ Q ¢ 2 2 RiSSeCSodhMied ST 2 N
came another memorable sighting as a juvenile Golden Eagle soared over a ridge. It was mobbed by a Long
legged Buzzard, and we could see the huge difference in size between these raptors. We caught our breath and
moved on.

A stream vally with scattered bushes and shrubs was a haven for songbirds, particularly warblers. Barred,
Eastern Orphean and Willow Warblers, Lesser Whitethroat and Eurasian Blackcap were all seen in quick
succession, as well as European Pied and Spotted Flycatmheérs finelooking male Blackeaded Bunting. It

was now time for our picnic lunch, and as we did so anotherd@gged Buzzard soaring high overhead was
joined by asecondyear 2y St t AQa 9F 3t ST y20KSNJ 6ANR (oot the A &a &St
birding top-class. We stopped in the small port of Sigri, meeting Paul, a British naturalist who spent the summer
there. He kindly offered us coffee, showed us some moths he had trapped during the night, including a
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magnificent Giant S 0201 a2 KX 9dzNPLISQa I NABSAG Y2GK &aLISOASac
This gentleman then took us to a secluded grassy site amongst the olive groves that he had found just out of

town with some endemic Lesvos Orchids and a rare hydydhid that was yet to be classified. Several Violet

Carpenter Bees buzzed around, alarming for some, but the truth is, despite being one of the largest bees in
Europe they are seldomggressive and will attack people only if provoked. We were to see thgsessive

insects every day. We beganhead back to base. On the way we had repeat views of various raptors, warblers

and buntings, and found a few Northern Wheatears and two Isabelline Wheatears. Back at our hotel there was a
special treat at dinnerAs it was the Greek Orthodox Easter, we were presented with chocolate eggs and
ALISOAlLtEfte 0F1SR GNIRAGAZ2YIE W9lFLadSNI . NBFERQO®

Mon., Apr. 25 Tsiknias River | Perasma Reservoir | Aylkes Grasslands

l'a 2y LINBJA 2 dza WarbkeNsidiayCandmon Night®dalé wefedoth singing loudly by our hotel as

S LINBLI NBR (2 abfedkfag FdFentdre/at Gi3P ant. Wediad nodinssitedghktpansseveral

times, at various times of day and to different corners, and every timeaw something new. We were also

getting more and better views of the other birds, and several of the group mentioned that that was good; we

were learning. Shorebirds were numerous: Pied Avocet, Bilangied Stilt, Common, Marsh and Wood

Sandpipers, Comon Greenshank and Little Stint. There were over 350 Greater Flamingos, and we scoped a new
OANR F2NJ 2dzNJ GNALIE F2dzNI 5F€fYFGAlLY tStAOlyazr 2yS Ay
for most, but Jeanne was especially delightafier breakfast at the hotel at 8 am, we first drove to the lower

reaches of the Tsiknias River. Here our first Lesser Grey Shrike was spotted, eating an unidentified insect and
being mobbed by a Blue Tit. We also saw another Eurasian Hoopoe (muchRo@avi RSt A3 KG =X a Al
target for him) and passerines suchEsropeanGreenfinch andeuropeanGoldfinch. Moving further up the

valley we saw two Shotbed Snake Eagles, another Eurasian Hoopoe, and our main target Middle Spotted
Woodpecker,theoh @ Wi NHzSQ 622RLISO1TSNI 6y2i O2dzy Ay 3 9dzNIF aAly
low down in an olive tree right by a farm track, so we observed from a safe distance, which could not be said for

a shepherd on a motorbike and his feisty dogs!
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Wethen drove northwards to the beautiful coast between Kavaki and MolStared Agamas occasionally

popped their heads out from between rocks heBack to the birding,@sne had brief views of a Chukar on the

rocks as we scanned the sea. Seven MediteraanGulls were spotted flying around an offshore island and four
European Shags and some Yelkouan Shearwaters skimming over the blue water. It was a picturesque place to be
birding. Further north along the coast, at almost the most northern point of taads we had our picnic on a

hill overlooking the sea towards Turkey. Many Yellegged Gulls were around the fishing boats far below.

Closerby, a pair of Eurasian Jays seemed to be nesting and we also saw a few Eurasian Linnets, flying and sitting
on afence. Raptors included five Shaoed Snake Eagles, five Lelegged Buzzards and a Western Marsh

Harrier.

After oural frescdunch we headed west, skirting the seawards Eftalou. We stopped to watch a Rieakcked

Shrike and scanned the sea gettsglendid views of over 250 Yelkouan Shearwaters goingdradkorth in

small parties. Cleopatras, beautiful, big, yellow butterflies, were on the wing here, too. The road went up a slope
and our lead vehicle suddenly stopped to avoid a European Glass thaawas crossing the road. These
magnificent reptiles are often mistaken for a big snake (being up to 140 cm long) but thelirabdess lizard.
Unusually, it did not slither off into the undergrowth but allowed us to pick it up and take its photo before we
released it safely into the undergrowtRassing through the quaint town of Molivos (algthimna)which has a
famed medievafort, we reached the Perasma Reservoir where there were ten Ruddy Shelducks, six Little Stints
and more Yellowegged Gulls. Our final stop was back near Kalloni Bay at the Aylkes wgtieasthnd. Our

main target was Greater Shetbed Lark and after fst seeing them far off, they flew in much closer. We also

saw another Stone Curlew (aka Eurasian Tkiede) and three Whimbrels on the shore. A brief stop by the
CAAlTYALFA WAGBSNI 2y GKS gl @& oFO1 (2 2dN KaiivWesterrivaddy SR dzLJ |
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