Austria & Hungary | June 197 30, 2023
Trip Report | by Gerard Gorman
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With guide Gerard Gorman, and participants Alex, Brian, Jim, Mary, Sherry
and Tom

Thisb I G dzNJ £ A a G YABtda\ajdIHarQayasaNgsduhdingliccessWe travelled throughwo
hospitablecountries andvisitedmanyremarkableplaces within them - beautifullandscapesnd historicand
cultural sites We explored significant wildlife habitats in both countries: mountafesests, grasslands,
farmlands and wetlands heresident andsummer visiing birds and other wildlife absorbedusevely day.

There werdots ofhighlights On thebird front, we recordedl2 species ofaptor, 11 shorebirds, 10 wildfowl
species 9 finches, 8 wodpeckersand 8 chats and flycatcheiSpecialtiesof the region seen include@reat
Bustardo 1 KS 62 NI RQa € §poweii SakerhantisdmeyRadooted FalRonsmajestic Imperial
Eagls, endangered Ferruginous Duciislightful Lesser Gray Shrikes aegle-catchingBearded Reedlings.
Splases of color were provided dyuropean Rollers arieluropearBeeeaters The striking Eurasian Hoopoes
with their flamboyant crestghat we watched on several days proveery popularindeed Mammalswe found
includedmany Brown Hares (thiargesize of vhich surprised many), European Ground Squirrels (an
endangered species) and a Northern Chamois that lay down to rest at the snow line in the Alps.

Ouraccommaodationsvere well chosenall inperfectlocations for our itineraryand eachwith wildlife nearby.
We alsoate verywell (no one lost weight on this tour!) oftdmeingserved authentidocaldishes We sampled
some fineregionalwines, too. Many thanks to everyone for making this journey so enjoyable.
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Mon ., Jun. 19 Austria | Vienna | Alpine Foothills | Hainfeld | Eschenau
We had all arriveéh Austriaat different times, some flying in a few days eattytake in the historic city of Vienna.
We all met as agreed at the airport at noon and then headed off westwanslarts our first base in the foothills
of the Alpslt was a surprisingly warm and sunny dé&fe headed westwards on the rirrgad highway and then
turned off to take a moreural route. After aroundan hour,we pulled onto a track in ahadyconiferwoodlandfor
alight picnic lunchCommon lirds typical of this corner of Europe, likeirasiarBlackcapCommon Chiffchafind
Common Chaffinchwere singingand a Eurasian Siskin was briefly sé#e drove through fpeasant countryside
seeingfarm and villagebirds like Common WoaeRigeon Carrion and Hooded Crows, White Wagtail, European
Goldfinch and Eurasian Tree SparroiMse occasional Gray Heron and Common Buzzard stood in mown fields,
waiting for a vole or mowsto move and become lunckVearrived in the quiet village of Eschenausadund5pm
andchecked into our quaintfamily run accommodatiof 2 YS2y S NBYIFN]J SR GKFG AG 41 &
rural AustrianG & U K | dzaCorimfonSaviisHCoémmon HousMartins and Barn Swallows weflying rapidly
overhead andEurasian Jackdaws and Eurasian Kedtaatging aound the church towerAs it was a glorious,
warmeveningwe haddinner outside on the terraceA Black Redstart called from a nearby rooftop aslimed,a
Spotted Flycatcher hawked for insects from a peesid a White Wagtail foraged on the lawn.

Tues., Jun. 20 Austria | Eschenau| River Traisen | Lilienfeld

Lehenrotte Forest| Ochsattal Ridge | Wiesenfeld
When severabf uswent out beforebreakfastit was already warm and sunnlgut we saw many typicaa A £ £ | IS¢
birds. After breakfast we were joined bfhomasa localbirder andfriend of mine Thomashadgot permission to
take us up a private road angnportantly, he hadthe key to the locked barriewyhich saved us a steep walk up t
an old forest near the hamlet of Lehenrotte. There were super views of the valley below from the ridge at the top.
The highlight here was a Black Woodpecker which wechealting and drumming antien sawflying and
LSNOKSR® 2SS 320 GKS TFdzZff @K2&S 2N5DIdaNR @IS Q2 ASidciTRIBR (! YE
cooed and both common and Europedipney Buzzasiand Common Ravers®ared over the valley.sAawe were
about to leave, we heard a commotion in thanqy, we figured an owl was being mobbed by Eurasian Jays and
smaller birds. Sure enough, there was a Tawny Owl, which we glimpsed as it silently glided into deeper cover. Back
in the valley below neaHohenberg we scanned a high rock wall where two Eurasian Crag Martins were gircling
they were rather unexpected as they are rare breeders here. We got better, much closer, views of a tiny Goldcrest,
and a very smart Crested Tit in the conifer tres@anias left us before noon as he had to go to work in the
afternoon. In the middle of the day, it was quite hot, nice clear weather but usually high temperatures for this
region.
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Wedealt withthis by stopping occasionally for cold drirskedtoday by eaing our picnic lunchn the shadeby a

small, picturesquevaterfall ¢ KSNB g1 & | DNIY & 2F3G1FAf KSNBZ I 0ANR 6K
occasions in the coming days.the afternoon we walked an easy loop trail on a wooded ridge called Ochsatta

We got our onlydecentview of a Common Chiffchaffheced dzii ¢S g2dzf R KSI NJ 6 KA& af Ad
day. Wehad good views of a Grédyeaded Woodpecker on a snag and found three more Black Woodpeckers.
Wonderful, you can never get enougloodpeckers!

Our drive back followedomeattractive, woodland linedstream and rivewalleys. We stopped at a bridge nete

village of Wiesenfeld where Gray Herons flew awed we finally saw, after several attempts, a Whiteroated

Dipper.Back at Eschenau, we were greeted by the resi@masian Blackbirds, Black Redstarts and White

Wagtailsin the garden awe parkedp.Apt ANJ 2F | I 6FTAyOKSa fIyRSR o6& (KS T
who had already gone to their rooms. No worriasywe would catch up with more of these big finches later in the

trip.

Wed., Jun. 21 Austria | Eschenau| Hochkar Mountain | Eschenau

Today, we drove furtherintothe Alps 3 S G dzLJ I KAIKSNI Y2dzyik Ay gKS&MNES 6SQR
had got &full day off workso joined us on our trip and once again proved to be a great Wédpstopped for fuel

and to sbck up on drinks and at the 5@ time sawa Honey Buzzardver a wooded ridge.d®n after, as we

pausedat a traffic light, a Black Stork flew low over Wéen we arrived at the foot adhe Hochkamountain,we

were greeted by a barrier and constructiomikers and their machinery the road had just been closed for
maintenanceMWhat to do?Thomasspoke to the chief engineer and remarkably managed to persuade him to let us
up the road. Apparently, he had explained and pleaded that he was wittvaiotherswho had come all the way

from the USA to visit this place. We were not quite sure what Thomastsaidjthout him it is doubtful that we

would have been able to drive up the mountain road to the ski resort at the top of Hochkarltiooate
destination.When we got out athe ski resort, which was of course without snow at this time, we immediately
heard a Water Pipit singing. It did not take long for us to see one doipgrashutingflight display- later we

would watch several othersSeveralAlpine Newts were in a water tank, and we lifted one out to get a better look
before carefully putting it backNext, wewatcheda singing Dunnock and theCommonFirecrest a tiny,

beautiful bird. Wealsosaw apair of Coal Titswhich several timeflew to a bush with foodobviouslythey were

feeding nestlings there
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We ate a picnitunch and then walked up tol@gherviewpoint. Theweather andpanorama vere bothperfect

The surrounding craggy peaks wanagnificentand there were still some patches of snow on the highest slopes. It
was here that we added another mammal to our list, a Northern Chamois (also known as Alpine Chamois). One of
these mountainliving, iconic,goat-antelopes trotted into view across the &y beforelyingdownand restingoy a

rocky outcropln the midafternoon,we drove back down the mountain. Our route back to our badeésohenau

was very scenic, the road following valleys with rushing rivers flanked by spruce and pine forests. Alpine Austria is
truly beautiful. Thomas joined us fatinner,during which a Eurasian Green Woodpecker flew in, calling loudly, and
thenlanded on a smattee nearby It wassoonfollowed by anotherSomedroppedtheir cutlery and grabbedtheir
binoculars!

Thurs., Jun. 22 Eschenau| Kleinzell | Pottendorf | Hungary | Sopron
Pan-European Hcnic Site | Fertérdkos| Lake Ferté
| Fertéd

We departedafter breakfast, driving generally eastwards as today we would cross into neighboring Hungary. We
took apicturesquemountain road stopping abovethe village oKleinzelby a small religious shrine.&Wvould

have our last chancef WesternBonef A Q&  zhérdibitie Hddinite dominated woodlands they frequent.
PFAOSNI L gl AGT 6KSYy | adzLJSND . £ 101 {(2N)] &BackiBlRe 0& dz
valley, ve took a brealfor coffee and restrooms and then pushed dine landscape began to change as we

reached the lowlang Instead of cliffs and forests, we now drove by fields of wheat and sunflamershere were

acacias rather than conifer®ur next major stop was at Pottendorf a town close to the Hungarian bartze we

walked in the park ofifamous, butrather dilapidatedschloss (oftercalled: & Ol &di @ SI€ (i $ [dzieghaps 2 dzf R
be a better description Together with its chapel and pariis schlosslates from the early 1100s and although

now mostly a ruin, it is a listed historical buildifidere wereBlack Redstart&urasianlackdawsind feral Rock

Pigeonson the ruing Barn Swallows, Common Houtartins andCommon Swifteverhead a couple of Basian
Kestrelsand Eurasian Cootsn the pond- which wasan old moat. This was easy birding in a cultural and historical
setting.

We crossed the AustrBlungary border at Sopron (no checks here as both countries are members of the European
Union) and hen took a minor backroad. It was time for our picnic lunch, and we took this at an intriguing spot, the
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Piknik).On 19 August 198%@ peacedemonstrationwith a picnictook place herenear the Hungarian village of

CSNIi ! NI | théAustiariHéngarian ®orderThatpicnicis regarded as having been a significant one in a

series of events that ended with the fall of the Berlin Véaidl theredzy A FA O G A2y 2F DSNXIyeéd
we took pictures of a pair of White Storks ahuge rooftopsticknest and of dozens @ommon Housélartins
nesting under the eave®Vethen birded the edges dqf  {S b SdzaASRt 6+ a Al Aa (yz26y
OFftSR AY 1 dzy3FNEBOD® ¢KAA fIFNASS &Kl ff2gsandinbchdfiy,S & Sif
together with adjacent habitats, forms a creiserder internationally protected National Park. \Were soon

watching the first of what would be many Eurasian Mak#drriers and Great Egrets. We saw Bearded Reexjling

Marsh and Common Reed Warblarsd a @mmon Cuckoo, too. Skirting the lake we spotted first Redbacked

Shrikeof the trip. In the eveningve went for dinner in anearbyrestaurant,which wasn amarveloudocation,

right by theimpressiveEsterhazyPalaceThis grand BaroquRococdouilding, often referred to as the Hungarian
Versaillesdates from the late 18th century fir athrilling day, we ran through our checklist which now included

both bird and culturesights in two countries

(RSN

Fri., Jun. 23 Hungary & Austria | Fertéd| Seewinkel| llimitz |

Esterhazy Palace Gardeng Ferted
After breakfast ve popped over the border back into Austria (a straightforward thing to do as the border crossing
is small and hardly staffesjhere we werejoined by aotherlocal birder and friend omine Rudg a real
character There are many shallow sddtkes in the Seewinkel areasthe plain between Lake Neusiedl and the
Austrian border with Hungarig named Condiions often change at each wetland, some dry out, others fillafiger
rain, but Rudi had kindly checked them out in recent weeks and was thus able to take us to the ones were birds
were currently congregating. We visitedveral placearoundthe pleasant town oflimitz seeing shorebirds such
as Pied AvocetBlackwinged Stilts Blacktailed GodwitsandLittle Ringed Ploverg.our Ruff in breeding plumage
¢ one with a white head, others rufous and blagwere a good find. Téseiconic and fascinating birds breed way
tod KS y2NIK Ay (GKS ! NOGAOZ ALISYRAY3I I &aK2NI aLINRAy3I G
southagainb 2 NI KSNY [FLIWAYy3Ia 6SNB [[dzZAGS O02YY2y KSNB Fa Ay
grasslands and farmlands in Hyary.We also came upon our first Eurasian Magpies, striking and clever, but often
underrated and undervalued bird§here werealsoCommon Shelducks with O dzifuékkngsstunning drake Red
crested Pochardsral ahandsome Garganey was spottedo. A pleasant surprise was two Gray Partridges that
flushed from a grassy shoreline into an adjacent vineygfse birds are now uncommon hereaboli$ere
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were Graylag Geese with wegltown young, almost everywheré/e also had great views of Pygmy Cormtsan
some flying right above uand Eurasian Spoonbillhe large gulls we saw today around the lake, both in Austria
and Hungary, were Yellolegged Gulls

We had lunch by the National Padenterand thenreturned toHungary andC S NIi | Breaka2d\id dllow time

for some to take a guided tour of the Esterhazy Palace. In the evening, waonthiet same local restaurant for
dinner as yesterdagyut this time we set off a little earlier andalked through the grdensof the Esterhazy 8ace

to seea few birds beforeand We sawa family of Great Spotted Woodpeckers and then hadmprise sightingf
aShorttoed Snake Eaglgrcling over the townSome of us posed for pictures alongside a statue of the Austrian
composer Franz Joseph Haydn. Haydas tha court musician for 30 years here under the patronage of Prince
Nikolaus.Just before we reached the restaurant, we had exceptional views of a Eurasian Hoopoe feeding on the
ground, probing through the grass and soil with its curved;lyi#it anotheravian highligheand onewe caught on
camera and video.

Sat, Jun. 24 Hungary & Austria Fertéd | MexikOpuszta | Fertéugjlak |

Tadten | Andau Bridge | Mexiképuszta | Fertéd
This morning wavent to Mexikopuszta, @uriousname for an area of brackish wetland and meadows on the
Hungarian side of the lak®n the way we stopped to watch a large raptat was an Imperial Eagle, the first of
five we would see todayrom a convenient birdintpwer we could survey the watema the surrounding fields.
There were more GraylagSommon Shelduckand other wildfowlhere, andtwo Spotted Redshanks in breeding
plumage were a new shorebifdr the trip. There were Little Egrets in the water and Great Egaets Gray Herons
in the fields.Western Yellow Wagtails flitted around and sometimes landed on fence postsgorg@ous male
Redfooted Falcon flew so close that we could see its red feet anddldrove to the hamlet cE S NI ! g2t {1 &
lies right on the border one can cros into Austria here on foot, on horseback or by bicycle but not by car. Indeed,
this frontier zone, which was ouif-bounds to tourists a few decades ago, is now a popular biking area with
designated routesilong the secalled Iron Curtain TraiWe pulledover to take photos of some traditional breeds
of livestockg primitive-looking Racka Sheep and big imposing Hungarian Gray Cattle. On we went, and after a few
milescros®dthe borderonce moreinto Austrig to visit a grassland reserve near the village of Tadten. Our main
target here was Great Bustard,K S ¢ 2 NI RQa KSI @A Sad FfteAy3a 60ANROD
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As we entered the area,@reat Reed Warbldrelted out its raucous song from a reedy chanttelvasgettinga
little windy, so we climbed a sturdy birding tower to scan the landscape. Almost atwadsg birdswere spotted
in flight ¢ Great BustardsBut they dropped into tall vegetation and then proved hard to iggS @S NJ YAY RX &
catch up with these extraordinaryirds again in Hungary lateAnotherkeybird here was analea 2 y i | 3 dzQ &
Harrier.A Eurasian Hoblbghasing swallowsped by We circled the reserve on a loop road, getting outhet
Brucke von Andau (Andau Bridge) at &iaser @nal This is ajoodbirding spot, butalso one witha significant
history.During the Hungarian uprising 1956 an estimated 70,000 people fled fréime countryinto Austria
across a small, wooden bridge here. On November 21 of the same year the bridge was blown up by Sosiet troop
In 1996, on the 40th anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution, the bridge was rebuilt in,@@imhemorative
operation of the Austrian and Hungarian armies, and this is wheraomestood. We crossedhe bridge into
Hungary and then back into Austrisome cyclists did the sanghow times have changed. After another busy day
2F YIFEOGdzNI £ FyR Odzf GdzNF £ KAAG2NEBX ¢S KSI RiSthestioitialk G2
back from therestaurant, had a double woodpecker experierce Eurasian Green and two Black Woodpeckers
calling, flying around and perched pefore they went to roost in some big hel&ldled plane trees

Sun., Jun. 25 Hungary | Fertéd | Lake Tata| Gerecse Hills| Szar
Kiskunsag| Bugyi

After breakfastwe checked out and headed further east, deeper into Hungég took some minor roads and

then the M1 highway the direction of BudapesWe stopped at.akeTatabut as it wasSurday, andthe weather
was nice, it was rather busy with joggers, doglkers and people generally out for the day, so we did not linger.
We did howeverseeour first Middle Spotted Woodpecker in the adjacent woodse @fove a few miles up into

the Gerecse Hilland had outunch at apicnicsitein a clearingEurasian Nuthatclesentertained us as we did so.
Aday-tripping familywere curious to know what we weteoking atin the big tree so we showed them the birds.

It isalwaysbeneficialto engage the loda. Next up was a Yellowhammer, an Old World bunting, that attjttle
oAl 2F ONBIFIR IyR y2 Om$odn SkenRos® GhaftyereNdliriReSceriRSneraly’ | 3 ©
green and purplébronze coloredeetles crawling slowly on flowerdhese proved popular and cooperative
photographic subjects.

Weleft the hills and after a short way on the highway, paisedour journey againWevisited the village of Szar
andfoundthatl KS f 2 OF f & ¢ S NBVilay&Dh & deffirdy ud\skib aR@funfaieriids.\We @lopped into
the localpub for drinks and to use the rest rooms, and then strolled down the street to look at a pair of nesting
White Storks. But we were soon halted when a male Syrian Woodpalighted on a wooden utility polewe all
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got splendid views. This was not actualljsnalbehavioE (KA & 622 RLISO] SNI Aa OSNE Yd
KFoAdGlFdaég adzOK a 2NOKFNRAaZIZ 3 NRSiythe lateaffernddi, vd pas3e8ld 6 A (
just south oBudapest] dzy 3 I NE Eossé€lthedhighty Danube and reached the Kiskunsag regimastly

flat, lowland,plain that lies east of the rivelhere were Roe Deer and Brown Hares in most fi#lschecked

into our next baseat the edgeof a villagevhere we would stay for three nights. Indeexiery one of us

appreciated that we had good amount ofime in each plac&ve stayed into unpack and explore the surrounding

areas in detailandnot hawe to quicklymoveon every other day

Mon ., Jun. 26 Hungary | Kiskunsag NP | Apaj Puszta| Kunpeszér

Bugyi
Today we woula@xplorethe north of the flat Kiskunsag region, both theotected National Parpuszta &
Hungarian term for lovgrasslandsind grazing landand adjacentrop fields¢ KA a ¢l a &aoA3 ajeé O
different from where we had been in Austria a few days earlies. Wg 2 dzf R 4SS Y| yheressichasNI £ | y
dainty European Turtl®oves, bulky Common WodRigeonsfine-looking male Ringecked Pheasantglegant
Great EgretsNorthern Lapwingsvith their smart crestsflocks of Rookdyright Western Yellow Wagtaiésd
singing Eurasian Skylaisd Corn Bunting8oth Blackheaded and Mediterranean Gulls were often in the air
following tractors that were mowing field®Ve regularly saw White Storks searching in fields for food to take back
to their youngwaiting n nests in the surrounding villageghis was also greatarea forEurasian Hoopoes, we saw
several of these alwaypopular birds, antlvo colorful species European Rollers and European Beers. The
Rollers wereeasy to watch, butery flighty, so it was hard tiake goodphotos The Beeeaters on the other hand,
were easier to capture, especially and aroundheir breedingcolonies in sandy wallgnother typical bird in the
Kiskunséag grasslands is Lesser Gray Shrike and we observed several often hovering in flight as they hunted for fooc

There were Whinchats and European Stonechats, waoalso found somearer species a pair of Eurasian Thick

knees a dozen Great Bustards agéverala 2 Y (1 3dzQ& | I NNASNBES>X | NBdzrofé& GKS Y
Eurasian Marstiarriers were commarand we also saw an Imperial Eagle and a huge Viled EagleHungay

is a key European country for Saker, a big, powerful, falcon (it even features b@-imént coin) and a birdhat

everyone really wanted to see. So, we pulled ovearabpen grassland where these raptors sometimes visit to

hunt Ground SquirrelsThese smatiolonylivingmammals(also known as Suslika)e endangered across much of
Europe, but in Hungary they maintain a foothold. It did not take long for a Saker to a@peianpressive female

they are bigger than males.\Wias first spotted soaring above us before it dashed down lower and made several
passesWe all got super viewsVe also saw several Réabted Falcons today, much smaller than the Saker but
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neverthdess another raptor for which Hungary is internationally importdiroughout the day weéhad been

checling farm buildings and rooftops for Little Owl, as these little predators are mainly diurnal and like to,sit out

but with little luck We figured thail KS K2 G &SI G KSNJ K| iRto the2sNdOeiil fitahySy G A Yy R 2
found one by a cattle farm by a hole in the corner of a b@ime had flown, and we needed head back for

dinner,which we did with someeluctarceas we were having suchhappytime. We also added an amphibian,

Green Toad, and a reptile, European Pond Turtle, to our overall wildlife list today.

Tues., Jun. 27 Hungary | Bugyi Gravel Pits | Kiskunsag NP | Apaj
Fishponds| Bugyi
After a 7am breakfaste set off to explore the area again, but this time concentrating on wetlargtavel pits,
fishpondsand marshesBlackheaded and Mediterranean Gullgere resting imacrop field, and we were able to
compare them. From a raised bank we were able to get views of a mixed colony of these gulls on an island in a
gravel pit lake. Common Terns were nestirgge, too, and there were sompretty Great Creste@Grebesonthe
water. Afew miles away, at ishpondsystemnear Apajour bird list was significantly boosted kg range of
speciemnew for the trip Ducks such &ommon PochardndFerruginous Duglaroundten Whiskered Terns
Blackcrowned NightHeron Squacco Heroand Reed BuntingThe big gulls here were different from theellow
legged Gullsve had seen furthewestat the start of our tourthese were Caspian Gull/e also gotepeat, and in
some cases bettegiews ofPygmy Cormorast Eurasian Spoontd|iLittle Egres, Black Storg Purple Heros, Red
crested Pocharsl Garganegand manyotherspeciéi 6 S QR a SSy Fiola bir&oMe@r vescainkds (i NA
flooded area{ | @Mal@rg | aingindgi (which soundsike areeling,buzzingjnsect) and finally we all managed
to see it perched on the top if a reed.Whitetailed Eagle came in and flushed a flock of Graylag Geese. After
having seen several in flight, we also got a great view of a Golden Oriole perched in the opeplar éree.
On the way back to our accommodatiome made several stop®ften to watch European Rollerd small roadside
marsh hostedlackwinged Stilts and Northern Lapwings, both wiitleir young,a couple of Blackailed Godwits
and our only Wood Sandpipers of the trifne Wood Sandpiperdo not breedin Hunganbut stop over when on
migration A little further on, we scanned a recently mown field whipbsitivelythronged withbirds. There were
White StorksRooks, Eurasian Jackda®@seat Egrets, Gray Herons and various othal$poking for food in the
cut grass. There were alsmother six Great BustardsvS (hBw seen thesevery special and rare birds on three
different days, once in Austriand twice in Hungar little further onstill we also stopped ahe place where we
had previously seen the Eurasian Tkidleesand soon found them agaiit. had beenyet anothertruly
tremendous day
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