Southeast Arizona:Spring Sky Island Sampler
May 8 0 17, 2023| Trip Report | by Bryan Calk
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With guides Drew Haffenden and Bryan Calk and participants Pat, Dave, Betsy,
Sandy, Fran, Doni, Ken, and Amelia

Mon., May. 8  Arrivals Tucson| Willcox | Cave Creek Ranch

After we allarrivedin Tucson, wdéegan our adventure blgeadingwest We stopped at Texas Canyon to view

the beautiful rock formations and get our first taste of some westards, like/ | & & A Yy Q,&CurYehildH 6 A NR
Thrasher andAshthroated FlycatcherWe then headed over to WWGox,home of Lake Cochise¢ the Twin Lakes

Gdf Course Thidlarge plaw is artificially fed by treatedater, which no surprise in the deserattracts quite a

lot of birds. We had a variety of wafewl and shorebirds, including some beautfuh f a4 2 y Q&neckedy R wSR
Phalaropesand evera Willet. On our way out we got stunning views of a Chihuahaadowlarkg a very

newly described species. Then e@ntinueddown the bumpyFoothillsRoad toPortal, AZwhere we got settled
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house for a delicious dinner.

Tue., May. 9 South Fork Cave Creek Canyon| Portal | Paradise

Little did weknow just what an incredible day we had ahead of us tbifdg started before breakfast by driving
up to the south fork of Cave Creek Canydrerelocal guide JamBetersongot us onto a pair oHegant Trgans
almost immediately. We spemjuite some timetrackingthem flying up and down the canyon, giving us views
now and thenasboth the male and the female called baakd-forth to each otherBack atCave Creek Ranch
we atesome breakfast provided by Peg and Tanafrthe NJstaff as we watced the birdson the feedersNext,
we packed up and headed ottt continueour morning of birding, starting with Cathedick Roadightin
Portal, where we nailed the pair dhick-billed Kingbirdspretty much right awayso we headedver to some
feeders in town. These were hopping with activity frommagersgrosbeakstowhees, and thrasher§henwe
headed down to anotheresidential feeder setupt the homeof Bob Rodrigus. His home ig1 alower elevation
spot with some drier cantry birds, likeBlackthroated $arrow andPyrrhuloxia. We had to pull ourselves away
to head over to lunch at the Port8lore, where we took anomentto check out som&reat Horned Owlsin a
nest cavitythat were almost old enough to biiedge

After eating a delicious mealve went down to the grasslands touise Stateline Rd. and see what the action
was at Willow Tank. Thigovided us some views of an adorable familyAafericanCootsand some brief views
of Greater Roadrunner.Fnally, we headed up to the George Walkdouse inParadise to watch some more
feeders, where things like ScGttOriolesy A @ 2 dminiRgbird) anduniper Titmouse all camelown to eat
Back at the rancht ivas finally time for dinner, catered by Jackie frdme George Walkdrouse. Winston

W 01 A S Q@av&udzaome hisiry of the area over dinrafter which we completed outaily species
checklist.Once the sun had fully set, vgathered back up to view spectaculasky ofstars, and head out for
someowling. Right around theanch, wetracked down ardf Owl which gave us some nice views from close
range Thenwe drove back up the canydargetingWhiskeredScreechowls, only found in theSky Islands of
Arizona and New Mexico in the U&hen wefirst got out of the van, we were excited to heawt our target, but
a callingSotted Owl up south fork- a pretty special anghurely serendipitougncountet Shortly after we
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watchedaborder patrol helicoptemakeits way over uvefore we wereableto quicklytrack down and get
smashing views of oWhiskered targett close range.

Wed., May. 10 Portal | High Elevation Birding | Southwest Research Station
Thismorningwe begaragain before breakfasthis timeto WI & LIS N2 dnotAeSI&a @diderice with great

set up.Avariety of colorful birdsvere coming in like three species of oriole, bldukadedgrosbeakNorthern
Cardinaland Byrrhuloxia. Under the feeders, we watched the adorafispidCotton Rats Y R | | NNA & Qa
Squirrelschowing down on scrapdroppedbelow the feeders. Before we knew it was time to head back up to
the ranch for breakfast, and then headhifpfor somehigh elevation birding.

{2YS aGNRBy3I 6AyRa ¢SNB ddnipenduisgirs Qirdirststopavasit TudkdyCreékK |- {
where wesoakedn the beautiful scene of thetreamflowing down across the roatirough the woods. It was
mostly gquet, but wegot some brieviewsof things likeBustits andPlumbeous Weos hopping in the trees

above us. Then we continued up to the top of theuntain, starting at Barfoot ParlDespite somaow truly

ripping wins, we werenind-bogglinglysuccessfuin finding our target birdbere Ike Greater Pewee and
MexicanChickadees. We then headed overRustlerParkwhere we had planned to have a nice picrite

winds were kicking up with lots afustthough, so weate in our vansvhich ended up being mice respite As we
birdedout the windows, som&VesternBluebirds came in to say helldhisgot us all out of the vehicgeagain

and kefore long wewere seeing moregreatbirds like Stelle® Jaysandeven a pair oDlive Warblerd

Trying to get to caher conditions, wanade it back dowithe mountainto the Southwest Research Station of
the American Museum of Natural Histodust after getting out of theans,we immediately happened upoa
oNat GeaMomente when we witnessea pair ofgophersnakeon the lawngo from one pursuing the other to
copulation!The malewasevenbiting onto the female as she tried to scrape himtwdf back Thebird feeders
were a bit slow, but we still managed to find soamgtionin the Sycamores and cottonwoods liBewn-crested,
Ct 2O iOKSNE ¢ 2 ¢y aSs yRaOBuntiagh T ivEheadedibatiRdown@awe Grekk Randbr
some downtime during which White-nosed Coatinade some brief appearances at the peanut butter and jelly
feeders.Atdinner, Peg gaves a wonderful talk about the rich biodiversity of this aezaithe sky island

concept.

Naturalist Journeys, LLEO Box 16545 Portal, AZ 85632 PH: 520.558.1146 | 866.900.1146
naturalistjourneys.conp travel@naturalistjourneys.com



http://naturalistjourneys.com/
mailto:travel@naturalistjourneys.com

2 Sap i h‘; T}» ‘:‘1

Thu., May. 11  Pinery Canyon | Chiricahua National Monument

Today we woke up and enjoyed our lémbk at the birdof Cave CreeRanchlike the stunningBluethroated
Mountainrgems and Bridled Titmouses Ave were doing s@ remarkablyfame Whitenosed Coatcame in to
the feeding area to scarfed down some jelWe ate ouown breakastafterwards got our bags packe@nd
headed back up the mountaiiover nhion Saddleand downthe west slope of th&hiricahuavountains. Here
we made our first stop of the day &nery Canyon where the action was intengaéth birdssinging all around
us. We got great looks at things likellow eyedJunco,Painted Resgtart, Buff-breasted andordilleran
Hycatcher. We happesdto run into James, our local guide from befoného graciously pointed out where a
MexicanSootted Owl was on itglayroost. We stood thex enjoying the owl, gratefyust for the views of it
sleeping duing the dayBut as luck would have it,actuallystirred and startecpreeningits feathers, giving us
great views as it looked around in all directions.

S Fogany

The next stop of the day washiricahuaNational Monument, where thedramaticcolumnsand hoodoosof

rhyolitic tuff made for an almost otherworldly feel in a dramatic landscape. We happened to see a few great
birds heretoo, as we ateour lunch atMassaiPointand walked a short trail of overlookSome highlights
included nice views oBlackthroated Gray Warblers and some very friendiexicandays. From here, we mostly
just made our way across the grasslands in Sulphur Spraigy and over to Casa de Saedrq where we got
settled in and enjoyed a delicious catered meal.

Fri., May. 12  Casa de San Pedro |Carr Canyon | Miller Canyon

We started this morning with walk around the grounds of Casa de San Pedrere we checked out thever

trail underneaththe cottonwoods. AlonguNJ ¢ £ 1 6S Sy O0O2dzy i SNBR 2dzNJ FANAR G
and enjoyed some stunning Vermilion Flycatchers. We then gtavanyhome-made breakfast fresh from the

casa kitchen before heading to Carr Canyon. The route up was quite the adventdedinitely highlighted by
encounter with agorgeous Bicktailed Rattlesnake crossing the road. Once we made it to the top, the birding

was fast and furiouBlA 3 K G | NRdzy R G KS LI NYIGSER I NGBA NBikirgdaet Gy -O/SRD 4.3
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Warlk SNE > t Ay (iSR wSRai I-bvdasied Flycatzhdisyyity s shriediBeZiag lobkg. R . dzT T
Hermit Thrush hopped along the bageound,; YR ¢S S@Sy F2dzyR | ySaildAiy3a ! yyl

Back down the mountaimve hadlunch at a local bistro beferheading out to another of the fabulous canyons in

the Huachucasa A f €t SNJ / I yé2y > K2YS 2F . SI GGe& Qahaf b duiofthd y OK &
way, targeting the rare Flameolored Tanager which we all got to heeell, and a few got taglimpse before

they snuck away down the creebrridor. For everyone who missed seeing them, we were treated to a fabulous
consolation prize in the form of a SulpHoellied Flycatcher who sang and sallied back and forth in front of us

for several minutegjiving killer views and photo opportunitie&t Bel (i (i &eQt&andh, we stopped in at the
hummingbird feeders where we immediately locked on to a gorgeous adult male \&#nigel Hummingbird

who was terrorizing the feeders that were buzzing with 5 other speEieslly,we called it a day and headed

back to the casa for our checklist before heading out to dinner at a local Italian place.

Sat, May. 13  Ash Canyon | RamseyCanyon | Bisbee

We headed out early this morning for sorfeederwatching at the AhCanyorBird @nctuary run by the
Southeast ArizonBird Observatory. The action was mostly from tbengbirdshis morningwith some
exceptions like a 2 G 0 I Q dophee@tihndraakf@standap A NJ 2 F HawRsAnLdfamEiacourtship
flight overhead. Then we came back to tiesa for some breakfast beforgsiting RimseyCanyon for a
stunningly scenic hike through tHi¥ature Canservancy property. The toweririzonaSycamores, maples, and
Emory oaks shaded the path and almost immediately we were on our top target bird for the eathaythern
Pygmy-owl! We got prolonged views through the scope as this owl surveyed his sulirmys(andkept an eye
onus below, and it was a joy to get to share this bird with other birders, hikers, and families passing by. The
rest of the hike we spent botanizing and soaking in the beautiful scenery and weather, punctuatecitng
birdingmoments like finding ®ainted Redstartbusilynestbuilding.

Lunchwasat a favorite local Viethamese place before splitting into two groups for the afterr@mne of us
headed out to Bisbee, mearbyhistorical mining town where we perused their muse@and shopped in the
historical districtfilled with local artisanand galleriegandevensaw a pair o¥one-tailed Hawks overhead). The
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rest of the group popped back over ggh Canyon where we scored looks atafous-crownedSarrowand
even hadstunningLucifer Hummingbirdat the last minuteBack at the casa, ElisSazigoined us for dinner and
gave a lovely presentation about her work banding hummingbirds in southeast Arizona. Anothediorely
was catered for us at the casand after which we popped out the back doors for a little owling which gave us
stunning looks at &VesternSceechowl and a brief fiyby view of aBarn Owl.

Sun., May. 14 Patagonia Lake| Patond €enter | Tubac Golf Resort

After one last Cadareakfastwe packed our bagsaidgoodbye to the Huachucaand headedowards
Patagonia. As weruisedthrough the grasslands around Sonoita, we stopped to admire a few pronghorns,
including one mothetaking care of faur young, presumably obabysitter duty Once we got into Patagonia, we
went straight to Patagonia Lake State P#long the lirding trail, we found ourselves in mesquitewillow
bosque(woodland)whereLu@ Q & eloyv Riarhlers dominated the soundscapsith Phainopepla domiating
the air space. We finally got a view of two GkHawks aring overhead, and a pair dforthern Beardless
Tyrannulets popped out to give us nice vieW& happened upon a couple wiulberry trees hopping with
activity, including a couple aWesternTanagers and stunning looks @darWaxwingsgorging on the fruit

Our stomach started to grumbkowe headed back to theanto load up and heatackto Patagonigoroper for
lunch atVelvet Elvis, a local favorite pizza and salad joint in a histaticathfilled with beautiful art.
Afterwards we headed over to theé | (i Zgh@rfor Hummingbirds run by Tucson Audubhdince we settled
into the feeding area, we started watching the hummingbirds comanitheventually were rewarded with great
views of a Violetrowned Hummingbird just feet away froras. The local sospecies oSong sparrowvere
singingand bathing, and we even got to se@Bick® Wrens hopping around in the brush pilesth the adorable
DI Yo St QSpringralalclbudsvere wlling in so weboogieddown the road(with a quick pitstop into the
Patagonia roadside rest arg the border town ofNogales. Herave got a sense of whahesefringe citiesin
Arizonaare like and got tesee firsthandhe wallforming the internatimal boundary From here, we headed
north to the Tubad=olf Resortand Sha where we got settled into our lodgisgituatedon the beautiful

grounds before having dinner at the restaurant on sitdnere we had a nice show from the Lesser Nighthawks
outside.
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